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My Lords and Gentlemen : 

In doing myself the honour to submit for your consideration an 
enquiry into the past and present state of the tea trade, and an 
examination of the arguments against a renewal of the immunities 
possessed by the East-India Company therein, I would beg to 
remark, that a desire for the development of truth has been mj 
governing principle. In obedience to this dictate, I have been 
induced to scrutinize, with a minuteness which the importance of the 

« 

subject may justify, every hypothesis urged by the opponents of the 
existing system; and confining myself to an exposition of facts, I 
have endeavoured to divest a question of such great magnitude of all 
party interest or private feeling. 

Irrefutable facts and national expediency will, it is to be hoped, 
prevail over problematical doctrines of political economy, — and in 
the confident anticipation that a British Senate will ever protect the 
welfare of the many from the evils almost invariably attendant on 
the adoption of speculative opinions, and from the crude dogmas of 
the few who confound anomaly with abuse, and legitimate privilege 
with undue protection, 

I have the honour, respectfully to subscribe myself. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient, 

THE AUTHOR. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



In a mercantile age, distinguished by the venality of 
some — the cupidity of others — and the speculative desires 
of all, — it is scarcely to be wondered at that the question of 
an open commerce with China has been considered one 
of party interest, as a contest between Free Trade and 
Monopoly, or as a dispute between the East-India Com- 
pany and the Public: such is by no means the case ;— the 
China trade must be viewed as a keystone of that magni- 
ficent arch which connects the Anglo-Eastern and Western 
realms, and affords a medium for the annual transmission 
of four million sterling of tribute to a small island in the 
Atlantic, from the territorial revenues of one of the most 
splendid empires that ever were subjected to the dominion 
of man, — ^as having yielded to the British Exchequer, at 
a mere nominal expense,* and without trouble, the 
immense sum of sixty-seven milium sterling ! during the 
last eighteen years,— derived from an innutritions leaf 
collected on the mountains of a distant continent ; as pro- 
curing for the Indian Government an impost of more than 
€ne million sterling^ which is levied on the Chinese consumer 
of opium ; requiring another million sterling worth of cotton, 
and of British manufactures for the Canton market; em- 
ploying from thirty to forty thousand tons of the finest 

• The cost of collecting 67,000,000 sterling, was only jC 180,000. 
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shipping in the world; giving profitable occupation to a 
respectable community of seventy thousand dealers in the 
United Kingdom, and all this, be it remembered, depen- 
dent on the extreme capriciousness of ^^ a jealous and 
unsocial people^ who are far from having arrived at that 
point of civilization^ when men are prompted by their passion 
for gain to get rid of some share of their antipathy to stran- 
gers^ and to perceive the benefits of a foreign cwnmerce^ which 
the Government expresses an avowed hostility to^ and tolerates 
rather than protects / " * 

At this comparatively advanced era of civilization, when 
national prosperity is admitted to be composed of indivi- 
dual happiness, and when it is a recognized principle, that 
the less a government interferes with the domestic or 
commercial affairs of its subjects the more permanent and 
beneficial is its sway, it appears illiberal to advocate the 
continuance of what has so often been designated as a 
*^ monopoly ;^^ but, in the language of one of Britain's 
inost illustrious statesmen, who was well conversant with 
the subject, ^^the question of an open trade with China ought 
not to be discussed as a hostile question between the East- 
India Company and the country ; the separate interests of 
the Company must be weighed and considered as connected 
withy and as subordinate to the general interests of the 
country; but it does not therefore follow Uuzt every thing 
taken from the Company would be necessarily gained to the 
country at large^ or that what may be ^ft in their handSf 
may not be left there as much for Uie benefit of the country as 
for their oum;^*\ and if it can be demonstrated that the 
justly-reprobated principle of ^^ mjorvopohf* is not appli- 
cable to the subject; that although the East-India Company 

• Expressions of Mr. Crawfurd, agent for some of the inhabitants 
of Calcutta, in his work on the Indian Archipelago. 

t Mr. Canning's speeches at Liverpool. 



possess the privilege of being the sole importers of tea 
into England, that privilege is necessarily coupled with 
the performance of certain important political functions ; 
that they are liable to onerous restrictions ; cannot chose 
their own time tor sale; are compelled to put up their tea 
aiprinweo^; to sell at an advance otane penny (they do at 
mejbrihmg) per lb. on the prime cost ; and to have always 
twelve months' stock in hand ;-'«^that by a judicious propor- 
tioning of the supply to the demand, they have raised the 
consumption of tea in this country to its present enormous 
amount of upwards of thirty million cf paimda ; * that in 
the cheapest sorts of tea the supply since the last renewal 
of the charter has been increased more than one thousand 
per cent.,f while the price has been lessened nearly Jiffy 
per cent. ; that every attempt to force a oHisumption of 
tea has been attended with a diminution in demand, a 
decrease in revenue, and a deterioration in quality, as in 
the United States and other countries ; that, aU drcum* 
etances considered, the price of tea is comparatively as low 
in England as in America or on the continent of Europe; 
diat as far as the government taxation permitted, tea has 
augmented more than other articles of general demand, 
notwithstanding their being either greater stimulants or 
necessaries pf life, such as wine, coffee, tobacco, sugar, &c.; 
that tfaif price of these articles has been relatively greater 
dban that of tea, and the revenue therefrom neither so 
steady in its amount nor proportionably so large in its 
receipt I if, I repeat, all these assertions can be supported 

• tn the space of 100 years, viz. from 1710 to 1810, there were 
tdd at the Emt-lndia Company's sales 7^0,219,016 lbs. of tea, the 
value of which ww Jei29,804,595 sterling ! 

t Boheaspld in 1815, 397,909 lbs, 9,t2s. lO^.per lb. 
Do. In 1830, 4,845,826 lbs. at 1*. 6d. per lb. 

and ia the year 1830-31, there were 6,096,153 lbs. of Bohee sold. 
The quantity of tea put up at the quarterly sale at March 1832, vrw§ 
8,300,000 lbs. and 8,400,000 lbs. will be oifered in June. 



by authentic statements, and the hostility of the Chinese to 
an unrestricted commerce be reflected on, as well as the 
necessity of supporting the Indian Executive by the 
profits arising from the Tea trade, the author of this inves- 
tigation will scarcely be deemed amenable to censure for 
recommending a continuation of the existing management 
of the trade, more particularly if it be considered, and as 
will be hereafter shewn, that instant change would, most 
probably, be productive of ruin to the Indian, as well as to 
the English, Chinese commerce; and that with a dimi- 
nishing government revenue, increasing public burthens^ 
a. possibility of general war, and a variety of taxes pressing 
on the industry and comfort of the people, the duty levied 
on tea, of upwards of three million three hundred thousand 
pounds sterling, forms an important item in the national 
receipts, that no prudent Minister, who balanced pros- 
pective hopes with present advantages, would be justified 
in risking for an ideal anticipation of increased wealth, 
which the unfortunate experience of other nations has 
rendered even less than doubtful. 

As connected with the subject, it may not be entirely 
irrelevant to ofier here a few remarks on the principles of 
free trade, which, however calculated to. win the approba- 
tion and support of every mind not irrevocably wedded to 
bigotry and to selfishness, cannot be considered parallel 
with political liberty. Rational liberty (whether under a 
inpn9.rchy or a republic is immaterial), consists in an 
adn)issioix of the wxximum of intelligence and property to 
a share in the nomination of the government; but the most 
strenuous supporter of such an enlightened principle will 
scarcely contend that the number of individuals admissible 
thereto under the meridians of London, Paris, or New York, 
would be equally extensive at Moscow, Constantinople, or 
Pekm ; and why ? because municipal freedom is a plant of 



slowgrowth, requiring a watchful culture, and only arriving 
at maturity by means of judicious regulations, adapted to 
the desires of a people and to the spirit of the age in 
which they live ;-*-a nation, in fact, to be free, must not 
only will itself to be so, but it must also be enabled, by it^ 
prudent institutions and comprehensive legislative enact-> 
ments, to preserve with wisdom that which it may have 
acquired by physical force. Thus it will be seen that the 
greatest of earthly blessings, — /lAc/fy— is dependent on a 
people themselves, without reference to the thoughts or 
actions of foreigners ; bui/ree trade, in the general accep- 
tation of the term, is governed by distinct rules, the 
success of external commercial measures being sub^ 
servient to the disposition, wants, or reciprocal feelings 
of a separate, and perhaps rival or hostile state. For 
instance, let us observe the policy of the government 
from whose territories, cvdy, tea can be obtained, and with 
which Parliament is sagely petitioned io Jbrce a free trade ; 
— a vast empire (as M. Klaproth says), that "presents the 
very remarkable spectacle of a civilization entirely political,* 
whose principal aim has constantly been to draw closer 
the bonds which unite the society it formed, and to merge 
by its laws the interest of the individual in that of the 
public," — an empire possessing a skilful and active popu- 
lation of 155,000,000 souls, who are spread over 1,342,450 
square miles of the fairest and probably earliest inhabited 
region of the earth ; whose government maintains a 
standing army of 1,182,000 men, and levies a revenue of 
only £11,649,912 sterling ;t whose commercial policy it 
is to prohibit the importation of manufactures,:}: the expor- 

* Church and State are separated in China ; the priests are without 
power or wealth. 

t Vide Appendix— Table of Population. 

t Home manufactured woollens are prescribed to be worn by the 
Chinese on public occasions; a heavy duty is charged on foreign 
woollens) and Mr. Crawfurd, in m work on the Indian Archipelago, 
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tation of the precious metals^ and to encourage the intro- 
duction of food and raw material ;— a government that 
confines its whole foreign trade to a single port, and that 
at the furthest distance from the capital ;* that sanctions 
the loan of moiley at three per cent, per mensem^ (!) in 
order to discourage luxury and prodigality, by hastening 
the ruin of those who borrow merely to spend ; — an empire 
that has preserved the records of its dominion and the 
integrity of its xlame from a period of three thousand 
years antecedent to our era, while the most powerful 
monarchies of remote br modern ages have dwindled into 
nothingness, or been borne towards the ocean of eternity by 
the swiftly destructive gulph of time ; whose subjects have 
materially contributed to advance the civilisation of Eu-» 
rope and America by the discovery of writing, astronomy^ 
the compass, printing, gunpowder, silk, sugar, porcelain, 
weaving, lithbgraphy, the smelting and combination of 
metals, &c.; whose Confucian maxim is,-^^^ to despise 
foreign commodities ;"*^and, in fine, an empire enjoying 
vdthin its own territories all the necessaries and conve*- 
niencies, and most of the luxuries of life; standing, as it 
proudly asserts, in no need of intercourse with other 
countries, which it is its studied policy t to prohibit)^ 

aays : " it necessarily happens that of the commoditiee imported by 
the English into Canton for the use of the Chinese, the buflcy can be 
consumed only by the limited market on the spot where tiiey are 
imported, while afeio of the less bulky and least important alone can 
t)bmn a more extended one.''*— p. 525. 

* On this subject also Mr, Orawfurd offers the following conoldsive 
testimony: — " I'he irrevocable edicts of the Chinese Government, by 
confining our trade to a single port, forbid freedom of intercourse 
with the tea districts : the cost of eonducting it by a more circuitooB 
and expensive channel is the tax we pay for our restless ambition ; 
it remains for us only to submit to what we cannot chantey to mi^e the 
best of oar situation.'* — ^p. 528. 

t A Chinese who leaves his country is considered as a traitor, imd 
punished with death if ever he return to it. 

t The Chinese Government sends out no ambassador, and r^ccivOfe 
all coming to Pekixr as tributaries to the ** Celestial Empire." 



openly and arrogantly proclaims its total independence of 
every nation in the world.* 

England does not stand in need of the manufactures of 
China, nor of the silks of France, nor of the cotton 
goods of America, nor of the hardware of Germany ; but 
she requires the tea of the first, the wine of the second, 
the corn of the third, and the wool of the fourth, for all 
which she offers her staples in exchange ; and if foreign 
nations could be brought to consider this country as the 
manufacturing depot for mankind, political economists 
would have just reason to be proud of their theories (whe- 
ther such a system would conduce to the happiness of the 
people, let the debate on Mr. Sadler's factory regula- 
tion bill answer) ; but America, France, Germany, and 
China, have been induced to think that manufactures 
are nearly as potent as agriculture for augmenting the 
prosperity of a nation, and rendering it independent la 
times of difficulty, disagreement, or war ; and they more- 
over see tliat, to form reciprocity treaties with advantage 
to both parties, an attention to many circumstances is 
indispensably necessary; such as, the more or less advan- 
ced state of civilization in a country, the preponderating 
manufacturing skill and capital, the relative taxation of 
the people, and the real or created tastes of the multi- 
tude. We see a practical illustration of these mercantile 
opinions in the United States of America, a nation po^ 

* Mr. Crawfurd, who is now so anxious for forcing a free trade, 
hat the following just remark in his work on the Indian Archipelago 
before referred to, published in 1820: — " their (the Chinese) exten- 
sive empire extends over so many climesy containing necessarily such 
various productions easily distributed throughout by an extensive 
inland navigation, that they stand apparently in little need of foreign 
commerce ; other -causes contribute; the sea- coast of China is small 
in proportion to the area of the country and to the population ; it is 
dangerous to navigate; the Indian islands trade they are least jealous 
of; it brings theiQ productions on which they put a realvaltw, and the 
weakness of those with whom they carry it on, disarms them of all 
political jealousy,"— /&«fia» Archipelago, p. 169. 
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sessing in an eminent degree more real liberty than any 
other of the present or of the past generation ; who has 
nobly risen, by her own talent and energy, from a degraded 
province to a magnificent republic, proudly taking her 
station among the oldest monarchies of the earth, with 
"whom, pari petssli, she measures the road to wealth, power, 
and civilization, and by her superior morality, cheap 
government, and merciful laws, has become a beacon of 
hope to millions of our suffering fellow-creatures; without 
any national debt — having a large surplus revenue* — no 
standing array of soldiers, sinecurists, or pensioners — yet 
strange to say, in the second quarter of the nineteenth 
century, when mind, not matter, is the governing power, 
we see this democraticf country rejecting the principles of 
free trade, adopting a rigorous tariff, and, after several 
years' experience, announcing that, under its protecting 
influence, ^^ commercial enterprize filh their ship-j/ards 
wUh new constructions, encourages aU the arts (xnd branches 
of industry connected with them, crowds the wharfs of their 
cities with vessels, and covers the most distant seas with their 
cimvass; that manufactures have bfen established in which 
the funds of the capitalist find a profitable investment, and 
which give employment to a numerous and increasing body 
of dexterous mechanics, who are rewarded by high wages, 
Sv/'t Is it to be wondered at that Russia should follow 
the example of a country with which she is in close 
alliance; that Spain should contemn the reciprocity 
treaty of 1828 ; and that liberal France, notwithstanding 

• The revenue of the United States, in 1831, was 27,000,700 Spa- 
nish dollars, and the expenditure for all Government purposes 
14,700,000 ditto : whereas in England the sinking fund is at an end, 
and the expenditure of 1831 exceeded the revenue by jC20,500! 

t I use the word " democratic" as synonimous with " intelligent ;" 
for, the g^reater the portion of intellect among a people, the more 
democratic they become; hence manufacturers appreciate liberty 
better than agriculturists. — R. M. M. 

I Message to Congress, 6th December 1831. 



9 

her immense sacrifices for freedom, cannot be prevailed 
on to adopt a free trade in commerce, as well as in politics ? 

Enough, however, has been said to shew that freedom in 
politics^ and freedom in commerce^ are two distinct things;^ 
that they are not, as is generally thought, at every period 
called for by all countries; and that, although political liberty 
is essentially requisite in domestic commerce, and highly 
advantageous in foreign trade, particularly for a manufac- 
turing community such as that of England, yet, that it is 
not considered paramounUy necessaiy by every narlon. 
Indeed the decline and fall of many empires (when the 
semblance, without the reality, of liberty was lefl) has 
been marked by an increased mercantile spirit, and a great 
development of the arts connected with trade. It must 
also be admitted, that various branches of manufactures 
have arrived at perfection under the most absolute sway,f 
that the most brilliant emanations of mind (Homer, for 
instance) have been produced in times of comparative 
ignorance and tyranny, and that the discoverers or pro- 
moters of astronomy, architecture, painting, music, print- 
ing, &c* were not cradled among freemen, nor stimulated 
by the lofty feelings which freedom inspires, and which 
progressive prosperity renders permanent. 

These remarks are not made with a view to depreciate 
political or commercial liberty, but to demonstrate the 
distinction between them, and to shew that the immu- 
table laws of nature have placed a boundary to both, as 
well as to all other mundane affairs. It is the duty, there- 
fore, of a wise government to attend to the line of demar- 

* Mr, Jefferson speaks of " some nations not yet ripe for free com' 
merce in aU its eaient,^* 

t Look at the commercial state of France during the reign of 
Louis XIV., and the high degree of skill employed in the manufac- 



ture of the porcelain of China, muslins of India, lacquered ware of 
Japan, cloths of Persia, steel of Damascus, carpets of Turkey, glass 
of Venice, tapestry of Paris, linen of Ireland, velvet of Genoa, &c., 



while the people were groaning under, or passively enduring, complete 
despotism. 
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cation between reformation and ruin, and to consider that 
no commerce can be useful to a nation, no matter how 
great its amount, tmless it be conduded with profit The 
China trade is at present carried on with profit and 
with a certain degree of security : the question is (and 
it should be divested of all angry dispute and free- 
trade theories), would it be equally so if the charter 
were abolished ? To investigate calmly these two points, 
is the main object of this work ; and the author cannot 
but agree with a celebrated modern and liberal writer^ 
who resided eight years in China, and travelled a great 
deal in the country,^ that, " though exclusive privi- 
k^es may be prejudicial, to throw open ihe English 
China trctde might prom still worse in its consequences.^^ 
The same writer observes, — " if ever the British Govern- 
ment shall be so unwise as to deprive the East-India 
Company of their monopoly, f and render the trade 
free> the question of its importance will soon be put to 
the trial; for / am persuaded it will not continue two 
seasons without coming to a serious rupture ! — I do not 
wish (M» Dobell continues) to enter into the spirit of 
a controversy about to take place on the subject ; but if I 
did, it would not be difficult to produce mang strong and 
substantial reasons in /avour qf the present system, which 
persons who view th^e matters at a distance^ and are unac-* 
quainted with the Chinese, cannot have an opportunitg of 
knowing" Such are the unbiassed opinions of an enlight- 
ened and experienced traveller, who, in another page, 
observes that " whatever may have been the desire to have 
a free commerce, his own judgment and experience 
induced him to give an opinion at variance With that 

* Dobell, a Russian Imperial Counsellor.'-^ F'oj/^ffe to Kamschatha. 
Colburn and Co., 1831. p. 293. 

f The use of the term << Monopoly ^^ I have previously shewn to be 
unjtt8t> but the advocates of an open trade reiterate again and again 
the obnoxious word, on the principle '^ GuUa cavat lapidem, nan vi sed 

scepe cadendo,^^ 
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wish.'' It remains to be seen whether his Majesty's Minis- 
ters and Parliament will hearken to this and other valuable 
testimony, tx> the irrefragable evidence of facts which will 
be submitted to theih, or to the suggestions of a few indi*- 
viduals who have never been in China, and who have a 
direct personal interest in the overthrow of the existing 
system, which they seek, per fas out nefas, to accomplish ; 
apparently without the slightest regard to the complicated 
relations of society^ or to the indefeasible rights of an 
incorporated Association, who, by a powerful combination 
of wealth, talent, and purpose, unceasingly and skilfully 
applied for upwards of a century, have created and main- 
tained the immense commerce carried on for the benefit of 
Great Britain with an extraordinary people heretofore shut 
out from communion with the civilized world, — but which 
Association, I believe, would nevertheless be the first to 
throw open the trade to tlie nation at large, were there 
a reasonable probability of its proving advantageous to 
the public ; if they could carry on the government of the 
vast empire entrusted to their sway, without the profit 
derivable therefrom ;* and find another mode for the tran»- 
mifisioA to England from India of the annual stream of 
wealth which, by means of the tea trade^ fertilizes the 
British shores, without, as was the case in Spain and Por^ 
tugal, debasing, impoverishing, and enslaving the people. 
What statesman, who philosophically contemplates the 
history of past ages, minutely watches the transitory events 
of the present, and thence wisely legislates for the future, 
can hesitate to take warning by the wretched condition of 
those once powerful kingdoms I The one truly may be 
said^ in the energetic language of Canning, to have ^^ cajOied 

* It is a circumstance not to be fonrotten, that while the colonies 
are looked on as an expense to the mother country, the extensive 
peninsula df Hindostan is the very reverse ; it is indeed difficult to 
esitlmate the manv tnillions sterling of tribute, in supporting troops 
and civilians, and in the femittaace of private fortunes, whieii India 
yields tp England. 
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a new world into existence to redress the balance of the 
old ;'' and an adventuroas Spirit of the other, by doubling 
the ** Cape ofStcrms^* provided the inexhaustible riches 
of the East as a stimulus to the torpid and drooping com- 
merce of the West. Under the guidance of the magna- 
nimous Isabella and of the intelligent Emanuel, trade and 
navigation, the best sinews of a nation's prosperity, were 
sedulously pursued; and a great part of the continents of 
America, of Asia, and of Africa, became tributaries to the 
peninsula of Europe. But, alas ! commerce, the slow but 
certain means for the firm establishment of foreign domina- 
tion, was rejected for the sword ; war, and its concomitant 
slavery, desolated the fairest portions of the earth, and 
Spain and Portugal became depots for the precious metals. 
No well-organized mercantile company intervened to 
check the mad thirst for gold, which, like the Simoom^ 
spread a blight wherever it was felt; priestcraft conse- 
crated tyranny, and superstition lent its aid for the perpe- 
tuation of despotism ; — the heretofore honourable character 
of a merchant was despised ;— venality, hypocrisy, and 
licentiousness usurped their insidious sway over a for- 
merly chivalrous people ; and a mixed race, the offspring 
of voluptuousness and avarice, imbued with the fiery 
qualities and the mean vices of either parent, revenged 
the disdain which was heaped upon them by their unna" 
tural sires, in establishing stormy republics in the Western 
Atlantic,*— or by exhibiting themselves as the most abject, 
miserable, and decaying race throughout the Eastern 
realm&f 

How has England been saved from the terrible vortex 

* Braiil can scarcely be called any thing but a Republic: for it is 
improbable that oi^^ti empire can long exist on the continent of America, 
while the knowledge or the people is in advance, not retrograding. 

t It 18 a melancholy sight to visit the Portuguese settlements inAfrica, 
Moiambique in particular ; they are indeed Pandemoniums on earth. 
Wretehed as the Portuji^uese o£bpring are in India, they are ten thou* 
sand times worse in Amca« 
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of ruin in which her compeers of the sixteenth, seven- 
teenth, and eighteenth centuries have been engulphed? 
By making commerce the handmaid of civilization ; by 
giving a mercantile as well as political character to the 
East-India Company, who, whik adding to the ivealth and 
dominions of the Empire , increased tu^ the power and prero- 
gative of the Crown ! 

A silken chain of commerce, stretching over fifteen 
thousand miles of ocean, has united one hundred and 
twenty million of subjects under the British sceptre. Can 
it be possible that, with the fearful examples of bye-gone 
kingdoms before their eyes, Parliament will sever a link 
which the wisdom and experience of ages has pronounced 
to be the safest promoter of the liberties and prosperity 
of a people ? Whatever be the decision of the Senate, 
in it is involved the permanent connexion of the Eastern 
and Western Empire ; and, invoking the aid of a Power 
superior to that of mortal, to guide the judgment of its 
members, I respectfully, but earnestly, commit this 
volume to their attention* 



THE 



ENGLISH, AMERICAN, AND EUROPEAN 

CHINA TRADE. 



CHAPTER I. 

RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE TEA TRADE. 

'* The leading purposes which trade and oonwMroe» aad ooDtequcntlYevary busineis and 
profession which exists by being subsidiary to them* appears destined oy the will of Provi- 
dence to answer, are, to promote the cultivation of the earth,— to call forth into use its hid- 
den treasures,— to excite and sharpen the inventive Industry of man, — to unite the whole 
human race in bonds of fraternal connection,— lo augment their comforts and alleviate 
thdr wants by an interchange of commodities superfluous to the original possessorst— to 
open a way for the progress <» civilization, for the diflhision of learniog,— for the extension 
or science, tat the rec^itlon of Christianity,— and thus to forward that uttimate end to 
which all the designs and dispensations of God, like rays converghig to a central point, 
•eema evidently dtfected«»the incmse oC the sum of humin bapj^ness*"— <«CfiBB0Jf . 

The tea plant, although found in different parts of the 
Eastern hemisphere, is probably indigenous to China or 
Japan^ where it is extensively cultivated. The earliest 
record to be found of the use of tea is in the accounts of 
the Moorish historians and travellers, in the end of the 
eighth century, at which period the Mahomedans had 
free ingress and residence in China, subject to very few 
restrictions. Ibn Batuta mentions that the Emperor pos- 
sessed the revenues from salt; that paper-money^ bearing 
the government stamp, was current in the country,^ and 
that the general drink of the people was prepared by 

* It is remarkable that there is now no paper currency in China, 
not even the simple instrument of a bill of exchange being known 
among the Gfainasa merchants. 
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immersing the leaves of a small plant in hot water, which 
was used medicinally, as well as for correcting the bad 
properties of the water. 

Soliman, an Arabian merchant, who visited China 
A. D. 850, describes ^ sah' (tea) as the usual beverage of 
the people. 

Texeira, a Spaniard, in 1600 saw dried tea leaves at 
Malacca, which were in use among the Chinese. Olearius, 
in 1633, found the use of tea pretty general among the 
Persians, who procured it from China, by means of the 
Usbeck Tartai*s. The Russian ambassador (Starkaw) 
to the court of the Mogul (Chan) Shaw Attyn, partook 
of tea, and at his departure was offered it for the Czar 
Michael Romanoff, which he refuised, not knowing of 
what use it would be in Russia* 

Of the^r^^ introduction of tea into Europe we know 
but little. In 1517, A. D., Emanuel, king of Portugal, 
sent a fleet of eight ships to China, and an ambassador to 
Pekin, who obtained permission to open a trade ; but 
it was not until after the formation of the Dutch East- 
India Company, in 1602, that the use of tea becahie 
known on the Continent (in 1610) ; and although the 
enterprizing Hollanders paid considerable attention to it, 
as an article of commerce, the consumption progressed 
but little, for in 1670 it was unknown in Dort. It is said 
that the Dutch in their second voyage to China, carried 
thither large quantities of dried sage, which they repre- 
sented to the Chinese and Japanese as an herb possessed 
of the most extraordinary properties, for which they 
received a considerable portion of tea; they, however, 
bought a good deal at from Bd. to lOd. per lb., which, 
although of a middling quality, sold in Paris for thirty 
livres a pound ; and for some years the best Japanese tea^^ 
esteemed as much better than that of China, brought 
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from one hundred to two hundred livres n pound in 
France, until the use of coiTee and chocolate became 
fashionable and ireneral. The first authentic notice 
which is to be found of tea in England, is an act of Par- 
liament (12 Car, II. c. 23,) A. D. 1660, by which a duty 
of eight-pence per gallon was laid on all tea made and 
sold in coffee-houses ; and by an act framed in the same 
year, the duties of excise on malt liquor, cyder, perry, 
mead, spirits, or strong waters, coffee, tea, sherbet, and 
chocolate, were settled on the king for life. In the diary 
of Mr. Pepys, secretary to the Admiralty, there is found, 
under date September 25th, 1661, the following memo- 
randum relative to tea : " / sent for a cup of tea (a Chinese 
drink), of which I had never drank before^ In 1662, 
Charles the Second married the princess Catherine of 
Portugal, who, it is said, was fond of tea, having been 
accustomed to it in her own country, hence it became 
fashionable in England. Waller in a birth-day ode on her 
Majesty, ascribes the introduction oitke herb to the queen 
in the following lines, 

" The best of queens and best of herbs we owe 
To that bold nation, who the way did shew 
To the fair region — ^>vhere the sun doth rise, 
Whose rich productions we so justly prize." 

The same poet attributes an inspiring power to the 
Chinese leaf, 

. "The Muse's friend, tea, does our fancy aid ; 
Repress those vapours which the head invade!" 

In 1666, Lords Arlington and Ossory brought a quan- 
tity of tea from Holland ; its price in England was then 
sixty shillings a pound ! 

About this period, the East-India Company being de- 
sirous of presenting a rarity to his Majesty, procured 
twenty-two pounds of tea, which was thought a aluable 

c 
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offering to royalty. Heretofore the Hmull quantity 
nsed in England was obtained from llie XDontitient, 
for in 1634 some English ships having visited Canton, a 
rupture took place betwieen ottr seamen and the Cliineisev 
and trade was for some time interdicted; but in 1668 dife 
Court o( Directors^ in the despatch to t\mt fectdry at 
Bantam in Java, ordered them < to send hcnam by their 
ships oiie hundred pounds Weight of tlie b^st tetf (tea) 
they toiild get,' and accordingly itt 1669 tli^ Efi^-Iftdiia 
Company's first invoice of tea was received, aiYiodi¥lin]g to 
two canisters, of 143^ lbs. Surfi was the comrficncdtaife^t of 
a trade whidi by th^e most judicious twaiiageti^nt has not^ 
risen to upwards of thirty wiUiak of pmmdsl Thrft a 
careful proportioning of the supply to the deW'and Wa§ 
absolutely necessary in m'der t6 extend tfee consumption 
of a luxury will be evident from the following Tact, Whitli 
at this early period operated as a wamit^g to the Coife* 
party, attd has since proved highly beneficial to the ^xMh- 
merce. In 16T8, the East-India Company imported 
4,713 lbs. of tea; but this then large quantity completely 
glutted the market, for the imports of tea during the en- 
suing six years amounted in all to only 318 lbs. In 
1680, the Company opened a direct trade with China. 

In 1689 the old mode of levying the duty on tea, viz. 
by the quantity made in the coffee-houses, berng fontid 
very uncertain as well as vexatious, an act of I Oul. and 
Mar. sess. 2. c. 6, fixed a custom duty of five shillings a 
pound, together with the former sum of five per cent, on 
the value. 

For some years the constimptiD^ of tea slowly iticrea^ed 
in England in consequence of the high rate of duty, 6ome« 
times as high as 200 per cent. On the sale price ! and a 
considerable tl^ree of smuggling arose, which was on^ly 
put down, by lowermg the 'taxation. During the years 
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1697-98 and 99, the East- India Company imported on an 
average 80,000 lbs. of tea annually : from ITOO to 1708, 
the importation was augmented to 60,000 lbs. a year, the 
Average price of tea being siKteen fthiilings a pound. In 
1721 the importation of tea into England exceeded lor 
the first time 1,000,000 lbs , and at the September sale in 
1728, the quantity of tea put up for sale was 769,104 lbs., 
the duty oti which amounted to £153,820 sterling. Tiie 
" bill of cargo " of the C»«ir, which arrived from China 
171^ May 1726, has entered in it 358, i 00 lbs. of tea, the 
daty on which was £71,620 sterling. 

The pmdent early management of this truly extraor- 
dinary commerce, will be partly seen by the following 
avei^age statement of the early progressire increased im- 
portation by the Company into England. 

lbs. 
From ITOO to 1710 , 831,438 

1717 to 1727 960,049 

1732 to 1742 , 1,200,000 

1756 4,000,000 

J766 ,..,., 6,000,000 

I77<> ^ 7,260,000 

1786 8,660,000 

1796 17,868,826 

Five years ending 1800 21,909,457 

Siokce the commencement of the present century, the 
annual consumption of tea in the United Kingdom has 
increased by upwards of ten million qf pounds, while its 
use, during the same period, has been decreasing in Europe 
and America. 

In the space ofone hundred years from 1710 to 1810 there 
were sold attheEast^India Company'ssales750l,S19,016lb5. 
of tea, the value <af which was «f 129,804, 5^ sterling; 
of this quantity of tea, 116,470,675 lbs. were re-ex- 
ported; since the oommencemeot of the present century 

c 2 
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.848,408,119 lbs. of tea have been sold by the East-India, 
Company in England, and there has been paid into the 
British Exchequer, without any cost or trouble in the col" 
lecting, .£^104,856,858 sterling on the above-mentioned 
quantity of tea ! The judicious proportioning of the sup- 
ply to the demand will be best seen by the following 
table laid before the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons on the China trade. The quantity refused 
by the brokers will be observed to be considerable ; in 
fact it is their interest, as they avow, to keep up the price 
of tea, not to allow too much to come on the market,* 
for experience has taught them that a luxury, however 
general its use, may become too common. On this point 
the pernicious result of no caution being used on the con« 
tinent and in America, will be subsequently demonstated ; 
I quote also the following passage from the report of the 
Select Parliamentary Committee on the China Trade in 
1830: 

" The quantity of tea sold by the Company has greatly increased 
since 1814. The average of three years from 1814-15 to 1816-17 

was I lbs. 25,028,243 

The average of the three years 1826-27 to 1828,29 was, lbs. 28,017,238 

The average sale proceeds of the larger quantity amounted in the 
last three years to no more than £3,3^6,^^3 

While that of the smaller quantity in the first three years of the 
present charter was ^64,003,838 

It has been stated that the principle to which the Company look in 
determining what quantity to ofFer for sale is the amount of deliveries 
and the quantities sold at the previous sale. The supply is said to 
have MORE than kept pace with the demand ; considerable 

QUANTITIES OP TEA OFFERED HAVE OCCASIONALLY BEEN WITH- 
DRAWN in consegtience of no advance having been offered oh the upset 
price; when the Company augmented their supply on a complaint of 
the Scotch dealers some years since, the same dealers complained of 
the increase (!) owing to their interest being affected by a redtiction of 
the value of their stock in hand, the amount of which is however very 

SMAM.." 

• Mr. Layton, a broker, says, his brethren complain frequently of. 
being " overloaded with teaJ*^ " 



Am Acoount, ihowing thu Or"** Quantity of Tka, including Privat*- 
Trade, Priae, Neutral Property, &c., iirnu»lly imported into EDgUnd, 
pat up to sale, sold and refused, in the following years. 
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179;^ .. 


45,385,583 


22,991,996 


22,813,271 


173,725 


1799 .. 


15,347,041 


24,968,967 


34,070,340 


888,627 


I800II .. 


15,836,785 


24,384.594 


23,378,816 


1,005,778 


180111 -- 


22,898,107 


25,608,063 


24,470,646 


1,137,417 


1802 .. 


38,324,880 


25,854,590 


35,144,171 


710.419 


1303 . . 


31,580,111 


36.363,233 


25.401,468 


961,765 


ieo-1" .. 


25,996,008 


23,585,652 


23,087,267 


498,386 


1805 


28,741,584 


25,504,298 


24,926,560 


577,738 


1806 .. 


23,304,8h3 


24,182,631 


22,887,530 


1,295,101 


I8O7 .. 


28,074,861 


24,33(^.I2!) 


tI-(.077.S24 


260,305 


1808 .. 


19,606,076 






287,061 


1809 .. 


21,640,089 


2iM' ■ : 




241,739 


ISIO .. 


19,497,371 


2,^,1'. . 




83,866 


1811 


21,565,423 






135,204 


1812 .. 


27,959,945 


24,8S7,s;P4 


24,8oli,;'!4 


680 


1813 .. 


29,668,291 


25,893,738 


25,895,005 


733 


18)4 


26,563.525 


29,597,120 


29,597,055 


65 


1815 .. 


25,405,931 


28,008,418 


27,787,230 


2^1,188 


1816 .. 


33,314,035 


24,ia3,163 


23,408,195 


734,973 


I8I7 


30,537,652 


25,489,618 


25,428,188 


61,430 


1818 .. 


21,440,196 


27,436,475 


27,370.956 


65,619 


1819t+ .. 


32,325,450 


26,237,020 


26,235,021 


1,999 


1820 


30,113,421 


26,118,254 


26,111,451 


6,803 


1821 


28,580,592 


27,653,840 


37,638,081 


15,759 


1B22 .. 


27,325,063 


27,894,490 


27,880,565 


13,925 


J823 .. 


29,025,325 


28,033,266 


1:27,753,550 


^279,716 


Total .. 


933,363,691 


924,770.343 


iM^nm 


30,552.522 



it The miuilll; c 
lauMatA the ^lunl 
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Having shewn ihe progressive increase of the tea trade 
In England, I hastily glance at the early commerce in 
that article on the continent of Europe and in America, 
reserving a co.nparison of the same for a subsequent 
chapter. M. Dobell * says, that " the first commerce of 
the Europeans with China was carried on at Emouy 
or Amoy, where it would probably have remained, had 
it not been for the misconduct of individuals'^ The foreign 
trade of China is now confined to Canton ; for although 
the Spaniards have still a nominal privilege of trading at 
sAmoy, that port is not frequented. The Russians are 
restricted to a land-commerce with the Celestial 5™pij'^'^ 
which is carried on at Kiachta, a town situated 4,3 IT miles 
from St. Petersburgh, and 1,014 miles from Pekin. This 
journey of upwards of four thousand miles is considerably 
lessened by being performed for the greater part by water, 
in large barks of four hundred tons burthen, perfectly 
flat-bottomed; of great length, with a depth of seldom 
more than four feet, and drawing from twenty to thirty 
inches of water. They are rudely constructed for one 
voyage, being built of fir, at an expense of two or three 
hundred roubles, and are broken up on arriving at Peters- 
burgh, and sold for fire-wood or other purposes. 

The navigation commences on the borders of China^ 
passing by the Selenga to the Baikal lake ; from thence 
upon the Angara into the Yenissey, as far down as Yenis- 
sey. The merchandize is then unloaded and carried over 
a short tract of land, and embarked on the river Ket ; 
from thence down that river into the Oby ; then up the 
Irtish, the Tobol, and overland to the Tchussovaia^ 

• The Russian counsellor alluded to in the introduction. 

t The Russians attempted to trade by sea during the reign of the 
Emperor Paul, but the Chinese would not permit it on account of the 
Russian empire bordering on that of China. 
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upon which riv^r ii is again caibarked, and proceeds into 
the Kamaj^ and from the Kama into the great river Wolga. 
The commerce carried on with China by Russia, half a 
century ago, amounted to nearly 1,500,000 roubles; but I 
am unable to find when the tea trade commenced.* 

The quantity of tea consumed in Europe must formerly 
have been considerable, as we find it stated that \he quan- 
tity of tea exported from China to Europe in 1666 was 
seventeen miUion pounds ; and that, in the nine years pre- 
ceding 1780, there were 118,000,000 lbs. of tea imported 
into the Continent. The average of teas exported &om 
China to Europe in foreign ships for nine years, viz, from 
March 17T2 to 1780 (says another authority), was 
13,196,201 lbs. ; the average number of ships, twelve. 

In 1785 the importation into the Continent was nineteen 
million pounds ; but, in 1796, it had decreased to little 
n^ore than two million and a-half pounds ! The decline of 
the tea trade on the Continent will be best seen by the 
following table, by which it will be perceived that, in the 
latter period, there was a falling off of 97,119,724 lbs. 
During the same number of years as are given in the 
annexed table, the exportation of tea in English shijy; 
fi*om Canton was as follows :-rr- 

« 

lbs. 
Last period from 1795 to 1807 374,049,802 

First do. from 1782 to 1794 214,882,789 

biicreasc during the latter period , lbs. 159,1 67,0 13 
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In 1808^1609^ 8cc,; I find no account of tea es^ported 
from Canton to Europe ; the amount having, I suppose^ 
become so small for each country, the Dames of which arc 
distinguished in this table :-r- 

• It is to be regretted, that the British Government did not avail 
itself of a reoei^t offftr of some valuable documents ra^tive tP the 
commerce of China with Russia ; they might have been purchasea 
for a few hundred pounds. 



An Account of the Number of Pouods of Tea Bbipped at Canton 
on board Foreign European Ships, diz. Swedish, Danish, Dutch, 
French, Portuguese, Spanish, Prussian, Austriao, Russian, HuU' 
burgh, Genoese, Tuscbd, be. 



V«^ 


OmHaicr. 


v— 


QuBrtity. 


1782 

1783 

1 M 

1 85 

1786 

1787 

1 88 

1 89 

1 90 

1 91 

1792 

1793 

1794 


I4,6;i0,200 
19,072,,300 
16,661,000 
15,715,900 
10,166,160 
3.3,578,000 
10,675,900 
7,174,200 
2,291,560 
4,431,730 
7,864,800 
3,462,800 
4,138,930 


179.1 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1802 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

Total.. lbs. 


2,75^,800 
2,515,460 
2,714,000 
4.319,300 
1,577,066 
3,968,267 
185,533 
6,812,266 
1,074,266 
3,318,799 
1,809,466 
1,534,267 
1,144,266 


Total., lbs. 


129,8,12,480 


33,732,756 



Decrease lbs. 97,119,724 



The consumption of tea in the United States previous 
to the rupture with the mother country was considerable ; 
but when a disinclination on the part of the Americans to 
submit to taxation in England without being represented 
in the Senate was manifested, Parliament most unwisely 
retained the heavy duty on tea, as a mark of the supremacy 
of Great Britain over her transatlantic possessions. The 
tea duty was therefore considered by the Colonists as a 
badge of slavery ; and unanimous resolutions were entered 
into to abstun from the consumption of tea entirely. At 
this time several vessels laden with tea were sent to Bos- 
ton, New York} Philadelphia, and Charleston ; an act of 
Parliament having passed, lOih May 1773, allowing the 
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custom duty to be drawn back on tea exported to Ame- 
rica. The people of Boston would not allow the tea to be 
landed; and neither the governor nor the officers of 
the customs would permit the vessels to return. On the 
18th December 1773, while the ships were detained m 
suspense, a party of resolute Colonists, disguised like Mo- 
hawk Indians, boarded the ships, threw the whole of their 
cargoes into the sea, and returned quietly on shore. At 
Charleston a similar scene took place ; at Philadelphia the 
pilots were forbidden to bring any tea-ships up the river; 
and at New York, what was landed was locked up so as 
not to be sold. The Company realized nothing by this 
consignment ; and the obstinacy of the British Adminis- 
tration, in enforcing the duty on tea, hastened the inde- 
pendence of America. 

As soon as it was possible, the United States opened a 
commerce with China; and in 1785, the Americans 
exported from China 880,100 lbs., being their first im- 
portation from Canton ; in 1790 their consumption of 
tea was 3,0473242 lbs., and in 1806, the exportation from 
Canton was 1 1,702,800 lbs. ; but, since the peace, their 
tea trade has declined both for home consumption and 
for re-exportation. 

I close this chapter by the following account of the 
quantity of tea ^old, and the sale amount thereof, in Eng- 
land, from 1765 to 1784, the period when the Commuta- 
tion Act was passed, the subsequent years being given in 
the Parliamentary document at page 21 ; and I think it 
has been demonstrated that the rise and progress of the 
tea trade in England has been marked by a careful atten- 
tion to the public taste and wants highly creditable to 
those who have created and fostered so extraordinary a 
branch of commerce. 
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QoAttTtrr of T«a sold in BN«iANi>, and Sal* Proetuia tiMreof. 
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Y^AIUs 



176$ 

1766 . 

1767 

1768 . 

1769 . 

1770r 

1771 . 
177a . 

1773 « 

1774 . 
1775 

1776 . 

1777 . 

1778 ■ 
1775t. 

1780 . 

1781 . 
1782: 

1783 . 

1784 , 



f * f • « 



WcifUt, 


Sale AmguQU 


ttM. 




M73,4^ 


1,137,2381 


5,586,356 


995,858 


5,303,474 


9U,429 


8,525,883 


1,321,973 


9,447,522 


1,425,708 


8.574,421 


1,^55,968 


6,799,010 


1,316,568 


7,039,134 


1,938,434 


4,577,477 
6,831,534 


830,902 


1,041,841 


6,235,343 


1,031,216 


4,577,9^3 


777»011 


5,582,752 


930,280 


4,770,6^ 


909,5S3 


6,733,202 


1,263,162 


7,559,278 


1,309,305 


5,023,419 


1,007,467 


6,283,664 


1,242,766 


5,857,883 


1,131,342 


10,148,257 


1,774,503 



• The custom duty from 1770 to 1778 was Je23. 18*. 71c?. per cent. 

t From 1779 to 1781 it was £25. 9*. 

t l^om 1782 to 1784, Je27. 0*. lOd.y after which it was reduced at 
• <hf paasing of the commutation tct in J7W (a,) tp 4£J2. lO^^per cent. 
. customs and excise, 

§ The reduction in price will be obsersed by comparing the sale 
amount of 5,473,186 lbs. in 1765 with that of 10,148,257 lb». in i7«4. 

(a) By Xh» QommtitliKm «ct freqn^tly ref^nred lo, the Cqmpany 
are obliged to offer for sale at e^ual distances pf time (four times in 
' the yeaiv, such quantities of tea as shall be sufficient to meet the 
public <kin»nd ; tp «eU it: if ompevmy per lb. be oifer^d on the prime 
cost; and to keep on hand, in England, at their own expense^ " a stock 
of tda at least #qual to one year's consumption according to the sales 
of the last preceding year. The application of the word VMmopoly 
to a trade so regulated by Parliament will be perceived to be absurd. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

ON THE COMPARATIVE CONSUMPTION OF TEA ON 
THE CONTINENT OF EUROPE, IN AMERICA, AND IN 
ENGLAND. 

" The aiumtky of Uft lold by tha Ewl-Inaui Comvany hac greatly kuxtaaed since 1814. 
The prjbaple to which the Company look. In determining what quantitr to oflbr tor nde, -Ifl 
the amount of deltrerieij and the quantitiea sold at the previous sale.' — " The American 
tea trade was Amnerly briery proAtable* bat in conaequcBoe of m u r^'oding' it aubaaqueatly 
became a loring one.*' Rej^ on the CMna Trade kjf the Select Committee of the House of 

The importance of the tea trade to Great Britain 
may^ in some degree, be estimated by a perusal of thfe 
preceding chapter and inti'oduction : and as breTity is my 
object, so far as it is practicable, I proceed to compare it 
with that of other countries, the opponents of the East- 
India Company having repeatedly asserted that, by vesting 
the privilege of importing tea in the hands of the latter, 
the consumption thereof has been diminished in the 
United Kingdom, and the Americans have become exten- 
sive carriers of tea to the continent of Europe, thus shut- 
ting out the British capitalist and shipowner from a 
participation in a lucrative commerce, " reducing England 
from the condition of a wealthy to that qfapoor customer y in 
comparison with nations enjoying the advantages of comr 
petition^ and fostering by atlpossibk means the industry of the 
Americans"'* This is a serious allegation, which, if sub- 
stantiated, would justify Parliament in abrogating (as fiar 
as lay within the jurisdiction of this country) the present 
S3rstem; but, has the assertion been supported by any 
proof of its truth ? — No. — On the contrary, a reference to 
parliamentary and other authentic documents establish 
the conclusive feet, that the tea trade has been on %h^ 
increase in England, while diminishing on the con- 
tinent of Europe and in America, notwithstanding the 
• Mr. Crawfurd*8 " Chinese Monopoly examined*^ 
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lighter taxation on tea, its reUttively lower price, the im- 
proved wealth and rapid augmentation of the people ; yet, 
,in spite of these auxiliaries, the commerce in tea has been 
for several years an " unprofitable one " (Mr. Bates, an 
American merchant. Commons' Evidence), and *^ verif 
ruinous" to those concerned in it (Mr. Milne, an American 
merchant, Lords' Evidence). It is not difficult for those 
who look below the surface of things, to ascertain the cause 
of the foreign tea-trade being " very ruinous." Tea was con- 
sidered a " necessary oflife^^ instead of an agreeable and 
refreshing beverage, the enhanced consumption of which 
depended more on its quality than qtumtity. The Ame- 
ricans and others, as will be subsequently seen, thought 
otherwise ; they imagined that nothing more was requisite 
than to deluge a country with tea, and its extended 
use must of necessity follow. The result of this mistaken 
policy has been severely felt by the government of the 
United States, in a defalcation of the revenue on tea to 
the amount of several millions; and the bankruptcy of 
Mr. Edward Thompson, the largest shipowner engaged 
in the American China trade, who paid to his govern- 
ment a greater amount of duties than any individual ever 
did {fourteen million Spanish dollars), will best illustrate 
the advantages of a system, which it is eagerly desired 
by a few persons to introduce into this country. 

If tea were capable of supporting life, there would be 
much less danger of over-trading, because, from the 
general impoverishment of the people in every country, 
whatever will sustain existence, and can be had cheap, 
is sure of being purchased. Far otherwise is it with a 
beverage, the consumption of which is in a great measure 
upheld by custom, and essentially dependent for its 
general use on sugar, another article of foreign growth. 
If the principles applicable to a commodity of life were 
equally so to tea, we should find that the consumption 



in Portugal and Holland^ where tea was first introdaced, 
bad increased in some ratio proportioned to the popu- 
lation ; but in regard to Portugal, the demand is now so 
trifling, that we know nothing of its amount; and in Hol- 
land, the consumpUon of tea is not one-half as much as it 
vasjifttf years ago. 

I divide this chapter, for the better elucidation of the 
subject, into two sections. The^rj^ relative to the com- 
paratdve consumption of tea in England and other coun- 
tries ; and the second, as to the advantages of the far- 
&med " canying trade," which our trans-Atlantic rivals 
are said to be enjoying. 

Of the Portuguese tea trade I have been unable to get 
any data, llie following table exhibits the Dutch tea 
trade at an early period, the rapid decline of which is 
very remarkable : 
QuAHTiTYof Tea eipoiiedfrom Canton by tbe Dutch from 1783 to 



v^ 


Qiimbty. 


v™ 


<}««UtT. 




lU. 




0.. 


1783 


— 


1796 


— 


1784 




1737 






4,458,800 


1798 




1786 




1799 




1787 


5.794,900 








4,179,600 


1801 




1789 




1802 




1790 




1803 




1791 


2,051,330 


1804 




1792 




1805 




1793 




1806 




i7M 


4,096,800 


1807 


1,144,266 


1795 


~ 


1808 

Total., lbs. 


— 


Total., lbs. 


43,649,760 


1,449,599 



Decreased esportation lbs. 42,200,161 

lerson's "Hiiiory of the European Commerce with India,' 



After the restoration of tbe House of Nassau in 1815, 
a Dutch CoQipany was Iprmed to carry on the tea trade ; 
the royal prockmation annotmcing that it was ^^ to prevent 
the itadefaUifig unto the kemds i^ fan^i^tters?^ In 1 817 this 
Company was dissolved^ and the Americans and Duuii 
entered freely into competition for the su|^y of the 
Hollanders laid Belgians with tea, ^^/Ae 4$etiee (as Mr. 
MastersoQ9 the Vice-Consul at Rotterdam, says), heiaag sq 
low, that the importaUone by Dutch wid jforeign flags ieoafy 
abcmt€tn English penmy in the lower prices^ und&n the higher 
prices nioikingj* Mr. Masterson delivtred m to the Coish 
mittee of the House of Commons the following tabJe, 
which demonstrates the truth of my prnpositioii, for 
although there was d»e fmes^ ooaipedtion, — 'the grea4>est 
abundancei and ilie lowest possible price (lower evesj 
sometimes, than it could be bought at Canton) j yet, as 
will be seen^ the consumption of tea did not increase; 
although according to theory it ought to have done so. It 
will be sufficient to give the total importation of tea into 
Holland and Belgium from 1818 to 1829, for home con-^ 
sumption and re-exportation ; reserving the quantity im- 
ported by the Americans for discussion on the carrying 
trade. Let it be remembered tfiat this trade has not ooaly 
been carried on without profit^ but at considerable loss ; 
that of the Dutch being ** two mUHon of florins within tJie 
last fl)ur years/' * 

* Consul Geneml'B report, Appendix B. Lords, page 1240* 
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Tan TradH to the N«tRBlit.»1iM.* 



Yean. 



1818 

1819 

1821 

1822 

xOmS >9«% •••• 



1Vi4^ • • .^^ • 



Quantkyi 



Qr. Cliait8.|> 
90,535 
5d,929 
73,372 

17,213 
•28,024 
26,192 





Qiumtitf. 



13,023 
37,224 

45,763 

28,038 

46,^79 
26^92 



i37>nr 



First period's Importation 
l/B6t ^iH6 tttto .. 



Qr. chests. 295,265 
1^,117 



Decrease Qr. cliests. 98,148 



By comparing the first three years with the last three 
years, tlie decrease will be found to amount to 122,834 quar- 
ter chests, and in 1830 there were no ships sent to China. 

I will dismiss the subject of the Netherlands tea trade 
with the following statement of the Dutch Consul^ in an 
address to the Governor of Canton last year, when there 
were the following ships in China, the * Peter and Karl,* 
of 800 tons; the ^ Zeemanshop ;* the ^ CharloUe,* tX 150 
tons; and the ^ Experiment^* o( 188 tons, trading to J^va; 
while to toi^ ago as 1747 there were six large I>utch 
vessels at "Canton, and in 1789 there v^ere five, all of large 
bui^heffik 

" ^or miaiiy years the trade of Hoihind Wit^ lihe empire of China 
was considerable. Many ships annually cftttne, bringing goods from 
Holland, at its colotiies, but the principal object -was always to pur- 
chase cargoes entirely the productions of China ; and 1 am hi^y to 
say that no difficulties have ever existed between the two countries. 
Fonaiearly our connection was advantageous -to bdth parties, but since 
the expenses and the duties which iare demanded on our ships and our 
merchandise, whether imports or exports, have considerably increased, 
the Oohong has not preserved the merchants which the government 
had fixed, from whence it results that commerce has become more 

• Common's Report, page 448. 
t A qnarter-oheet cxmtaiiia 66 lbs. English. 



limited, and ita advaolagei less, and inseiuibly that af Holland ha« so 
much diminished, that it ha» become almost nothing." * 

Denmark next presenls itself to observation, as the 
Danes have been consumers of tea since the commence- 
ment of the last century, and at one time, as the annexed 
table will shew, they exported a large quantity of tea from 
Canton. The duty is extremely low, rtz. two per cent, 
ad valorem, and ibe sale price according to Mr. Consul 
Fenwick'B report, dated Ebinore, December 1828, was, 
for Bohea 20d., Congo 2ad. to 30d., and Souchong 
SOd^ to 32d. per lb. Here aho we do not find the con- 
sumption to have at all increased, but the very contrary. 
Quantity of Tea shipped at Canton by the Danes.f 



yen™. 


Ou^tity. 


'■"■■■ 


OuMiaty. 








Ita. 


1767 


3,01O,28fi 


1787 


2,664,000 




1,430,874 


178a 


2,496,800 








1,773,000 


1770 


2,800,482 


1790 


520,000 


1771 


2,760,lfi4 


1791 




1772 






852,000 


1773 


»,867,300 


1793 




1774 


3,237.3tM) 


1794 


24,670 


1775 








1776 


2,487,300 


1796 


2,504,400 


1777 


2,098,300 


1797 


1,307,800 


1778 


1,383,400 


1798 


2,910,9110 


1779 


3,983,600 


1799 


1,132,266 


17^0 


2,341,400 


laoo 


963,467 


1781 


4,118,500 




185,533 


1782 


5,477,200 




1,380,366 




3,204,000 


1B03 












1785 


4,573,100 


1305 


1,739,866 


1786 


5,092,000 


1806 

Total., lbs. 




Total., lbs. 


64,305,812 


21,421,101 



Eiportation of first period lbs. 64,305,812 

Ditto of last period 21,421,101 



Decrease lbs. 42,884,711 
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In April 1825 the stock of Teas of different kinds on 
hand in Denmark was : . Ibs« 434,000 

In 1827 there was a direct supply of „ TlJflOO 

1,151,000 

In September 1 828, after the sale which supplied the 
market until the ensuing spring, there were on 
hand lbs. 635,000 

The consumption, therefore, for four years was. . . . „ 516,000 

Or yearly „ 1 29,000 

There was consequently, in 1808, sufficient Tea in Denmark for nearly 
fansyears^ consumption! 

It is a powerful corroboration of the truth of my pro- 
position as to the indispensable necessity of carefiiliy 
attending to the importation of a foreign, and indeed, an 
artificial article^ such as that of tea, that in some countries 
in Europe the use thereof was formerly considerable even 
when its price was great and the difficulty of procuring it 
enhanced, but now when freight, insurance, &c. is low, 
and tea (at least an article bearing that name), is ridicu- 
lously cheap, that the importation is so extraordinarily 
lessened. Sweden offers a confirmation of this remark,^ 
as the annexed table demonstrates; at present, I believe, 
there is very little tea imported. 

• The Swedes, perhaps, have thoug^ht as the poet did in the two 
concludin^r lines of the following extract from the " Dessert^'* a poem 
published in 1819 : 

" Enlivening, mild, and sociable tea I 

Scsmdal-compeliing Green, Pekoe, Bohea ; 

Without thee once Philosophy could write. 

And Wisdom'spage the moral pen indite ; 

Without thee Thesmothetes their laws enacted, 

Without thee thought and taught, and dreamt and acted ; 

With this * celestial' gift how strange that we 

Should neither better eat, nor drink, nor think, nQr iee T 



Quantity of 


rsA Exported 


fnaa Cubm by lite Swkdks. 


v™. 


tumaatr. 


Y» 


tfmtot. 








Bm. 


17(i7 


3,066,143 


1787 


2,890,900 


1768 


3,186,220 


1789 


2,589,000 


1769 




1789 




1770 


3,n76,642 


1790 




1771 


2,98-1,361 


1791 




1772 


2,746,800 


1792 


1,5531,730 


1773 


1,489,700 


1793 




1774 




1794 




1775 


2,562,500 


1796 


2,7»,800 


1776 


3,049,100 


1796 




1777 


2,851,200 


1797 




1778 




1798 




1779 


2,626,400 


1799 


444,800 


1780 


4,108,900 


1900 


2,022.400 


1781 


3^67,300 


1801 




1782 


4,205,600 


1802 


1,427,067 


1783 


4,878,900 


1803 




1784 




1804 


2,352,666 






1805 




1786 


1,747,700 
60,960,475 


1806 

Total .. Iba. 


- 


Tola! .. lbs. 


21,208,433 



EiportatioDoffiTBtperiod lbs. 60,960,475 

Ditto of last period 21 ,208,423 

Decreased exportatioo lbs. 39,752,052 

Trieste presents a more conclusive fact on tbis portion 
of my ai^ument than Sweden, for I find that during; the 
latter part of the last century there was comparadvely a 
large importation of tea into Trieste from Canton, as 
follows: 

In 1779 lbs. 1,375,900 

1780 317,700 



1783 3,428,400 

1792 393,870 

Let the foregoing be contrasted with the following 
letter from the British Consul at Trieste, in 1828, to the 
Foreign Department, relative to the consumpticm of tea 



S5 

there, and particularly to that part which shews the effect 
of American speculation to the extent of 3,000 lbs. some 
years ago, which still remain unsold ! Let it be also 
observed that there is no government duty to enhance the 
cost, and the prices given by the Consul are for hyson skin 
2s. per lb. and souchong 2^. 9d 

^' The consumption of tea in this government is so insignificant as 
to warrant the assertion that it is scarcely to be considered as an object 
of tradtf. It is used more as a medicine th«n as a necessary article of 
subsistence^ or an agreeable beverage, except by the English families 
here resident, and a few others in the higher circles. 

'* "JThe importation in British vessels is limited to small parcels 
bnXight by masters of ships, and I am credibly informed has not 
amooated to 1,000 lbs. during the last nine years, the period I have 
beenr in office. A mare considerable quantity (about 3,060 lbs.) was 
imported some yeasrS ago in, an American ship, and left in commission 
wUh an English house hefe; but the greater part, notwithstanding the 
eartreme lowness of the prieeSy still remains unsold, and I am assured 
that it is very dtmbtful whether wholesale buyers could be found for it 
at a reduction of 30 per cent. 

" In the city and liberties oiF Trieste, which is a free port, and also 
in Istria, as bemg beyond the line of custom-houses, there are no duties 
on Tea or amy other articles of merchandize. There was, indeed, till 
lately^ a duty of ohe half per cent* ad valorem, which has now ceased, 
the object for which it was levied, viz. to pay the debts contracted by 
the municipality during the war, being accomplished.' 
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The consul at Leghorn states that the consumption of 
tea in Tuscany is chiefly confined to foreigners who reside 
in Florence and Leghorn, the natives only using it medi- 
cinally. In Genoa the consumption is a few hundred 
pounds weight; in Mr. Money the Consul General's 
return, I find the following statement of the total impor- 
tation into the Austrian ports of the Adriaticf 

• Consular returns. House of Lords Select Committee, appendix 
B. page 1259. 

t Select Committee House of Lords, appendix B. page 1245. 

d2 
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Towni. Quantitlet of Tea Imported. 

Venice. — " Have not averaged more than two cwU per annum in 

the last ten years. 
Trieste. -— <* About five cwt» per annum, being little in use except by 

British residents. 
Fiume. — "Do not exceed from 100 to 150 lbs. per year. 
Ragusa. — " Very inconsiderable." 

In the foregoing mentioned States tea is cheap, there 
are little or no duties, and the Americans have full scope 
for "pushing the tea trade ;'*^Have they done so? From 
Palermo the consul general writes, " the consumption of 
tea in the island of Sicily is very trifling, about twenty 
chests per annum ; the Sicilians seldom make use of it 
except in illness as a medicine, and that of a very inferior 
QUALITY ; It is chiefly imported from the United States <^ 
AmericaJ* In the petty kingdom of Naples, I find, from 
the two years returns forwarded by the Consul General, 
that even there there has been a decrease. 

In 1826 lbs. 6,961 

1827 „ 3,419 

Decrease 2,542 
Prussia exhibits another remarkable confirmation of my 
opinions. The following is a return of the quantity of 
tea exported from Canton by the Prussians, at the end 
of the last, and beginning of the present, century. 

In 1783 lbs. 3.329,800 

1787 — 499,300 

1791 — 5,070 

1800 — 802,400 

1802 >- 1,756,000 

1803 — 1,073,733 

After 1803 I lose any further regular account of expor- 
tations, and only find casual shipments, decreasing in 
quantity. In 1829 the Consul general at Dantzic regrets 
it is not in his power to get any information of the tea 
trade there or in Berlin ; that " in/act there is no wholesale 
trade in teas! *^ 
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AtFrankfort the Consul Generalobserves, ^4he quantity of 
tea cannot exactly be ascertained, as no consumption duty is 
levied, ten pence per cwt. not deserving that denomination.'' 

Here the opponents of the East-India Company will be 
tempted to exclaim, the consumption of tea must have 
rapidly increased, let us observe if it be so. 

In 1817 cwt8,380 

1826 „ 112« 

Decrease cwts. 268 

' The consul thinks that about 100 cwt. of tea is con- 
sanied by a population of 70,000 inhabitants in Frank- 
fort ; but he adds, <' this valuaticn cannot serve as a general 
basis fir Germany^ as in some parts of it no tea is drunk, 
<md in others very littky the people being in the habit of 
drinking coffee for breakfast^ and beer or tvine at other 
meals.*' Surely such a statement as this, coming from a 
free city, of great activity and extensive mercantile con- 
nections, will induce Parliament to deliberate well and 
wisely on the British tea trade. 

It might be supposed that the temperament of the 
French nation (a temperament which enables them, with- 
out laughing in each other's face, to ask a neighbour or 
friend to share in a glass ofeau sitcri)y would have made 
them extensive consumers of tea. Formerly, the taste in 
this particular was improving and extending ; and at one 
time tea found its best market in France.t The decline 
will be best seen by the following statement : 

• The only two years given in the consular return. 

t The consumption of tea is likely to increase in France again, as 
the Parisians have just discovered that tea is a * preventive' against 
cholera, and they ascribe the moderation of that disease in England 
to the extended use of this aromatic leaf, which in reality possesses 
more virtues than are generally accorded to it ; it is, however, not a 
little remarkable that when the cholera epidemic was raging in 
London, coffee was regarded aa an antidote to the Indian maladv, and 
the quantity of tea used was, for a time, considerably diminished. 
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ExpoBTATiONS of Tba bv the French from China from 1782 to 

1807.* 



Y«in. 



1782 
1783 
1784 

1785 
1786 

1787 
1788 
1789 
1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 



Qontity. 



Total., lbs. 



nM. 

4^31,200 

4,960,000 
466,600 
382,260 

1,728,900 
292,100 
294,300 
442,100 
784,000 

1,540,670 



15,122,130 



Veui. 



1795 
1796 

1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 



Qwntiiy* 



n» 



Total., lbs. 



353,333 



353,333 



Exports first period lbs. 15,122,130 

Ditto lastditto „ 353,333 



Decrease lbs. 14,768,797 



At a later period we do not find that peace, and the 
increasing prosperity of the people^ induced them to 
drink tea extensively, although the duties on importation 
scarcely differed on a foreign or native ship, viz* about 
two-pence per pound. In the following years the im-* 
portation was almost stationary, although a large portion 
was for re-exportation. 



In 1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 



Tba. imported into France. 
killogrammest 



83,366 
79,144 
83,597 
70,057 
89,030 



* From Macpherson's Indian Commerce. 

t A killogramme is 15,434 grains avoirdupois. 
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The Consul at Bremen states, that the consumption of 
t^ is inconsiderable^ occupying a small portion of ship- 
room. 

At Lubeck ^^ there is no wholesale trade in tea, and 
but a very irregular one in the retail /tn6."-^(Consurs 
Report). 

^ The commerce of Russia with China, as I dbserved in 
the first chapter, is involved in obscurity ; hence, I pre- 
sume Mr. Crawfurd thought fit in his pamphlet, entitled 
<^ the Chinese Monopoly examined^** to state the importa- 
tions of tea into the Russian empire, according to ^' an- 
ihentic accounts" at 25,200,000 lbs., only twenty mil- 
lions above the truth ! as the consular return proves. 

Sir Daniel Bayley, the consul-general at St Peters- 
burgh, in his despatch to government, 18th December 
189B, says, ^^/rom the most authentic sources cf information 
I have had access to, it appears that the importation of 
tea into the Russian empire has been as follows,'' 

' ' Russian Importation of Tea. 



rem. 


Qaintity. 


Value. 


In 1824 


Poods. 

164,197 

133,514 

130,562 

161,958 


Roobles. 

6,260,429 
4,807,049 
5,675,992 
6,719,166 


1825 

1826 

1827 


Tot^ Poods 

Of which exported during four > 
■ yews i ^ 


580,231 
3,843 


23,462,636 
775,730 


Thus leaving, Poods 


576,388 


22,686,906 



On an average Poods 144,097, of the value of Roohles 5,671,726; or 
in English weight and money, lbs. 5,187,496 ; value jC248,346. 

Having now given a succinct view of the extent of the 
continental European tea trade, as far as official docu- 
ments would permit, and as the facts detailed requii^ no 
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comment, being indeed the mbst conclusive arguments in 
favour of the British tea trade, as at present carried on, 
I proceed to examine the tea trade of America^ concern- 
ing which so much has been said and written, and from 
its having been held up repeatedly as a model to guide 
the senate in their legislative enactments on the subject of 
the China trade. If I can demonstrate, on the American's 
own shewing, that their tea trade is decreasing (reserving 
the question of profit for another chapter), I shall feel 
myself justified most fully in the part I have taken on this 
highly important branch of British commerce. 

America ought by right to exhibit a larger consump- 
tion of tea than any of the European states, because of 
the use thereof being established and extensively pro>- 
moted, while it yet existed as a colony of this country. 

It is true, as I have before stated, that a resolution was 
entered into, throughout the Union, to abstain in Mo 
from drinking tea, in order to evince a determination to 
shake off the yoke of the parent Government ; but as soon 
as possible after independence was proclaimed, vessels were 
despatched to Canton, and nearly (me milium pounds of tea 
were imported into the States; and before the end of the 
last century, between four and five million pounds of tea 
were annually imported into America from China,* Never 
in the history of nations has there been an instance of a 
people making more rapid strides in population, wealth, . 
and intelligence, than that which America presents to the 
contemplation of the philanthropic statesman ; but under 
the system adopted in America, in contra-distinction to 
that in use here, has the consumption of tea increased in 
a ratio with everything else, or in proportion to the 
means of the people? It has not, although it is well 

• From 1790 to 1800 there were 28,000,000 lbs. of tea imported 
into America frdm China, of which 23,000,000 lbs. were blacK teas. 
n^Pitkin^s St(Uistics' of .Ani^c(m Commerce. 
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known to those who have seen any thing of the back- 
woodman in America, or the bush-settler in Australia, 
that tea is an article in general use among that rude class 
of men. Indeed, if their bark huts be entered at any 
time of the day or night, a tin pot, with bailing tea^ will 
be found on the embers. This custom is partly owing to 
the badness of the water before deep wells are dug, partly 
to the diflSculty of procuring ardent spirits, and partly 
in consequence of its being found that tea presents one 
of llie most refreshing beverages, without stimulation, 
to the wearied farmer and traveller.* 

Before proceeding to detail the consumption of tea, and 
the carrying trade thereof, by the Americans, let me pre- 
mise, that not only has it been a decreasing trade in quan* 
tity, but that the American witnesses before parliament 
admitted that ^^ the tUtempt to import much tea into the 
United States taith aU the pretensions to superior skill in 
Judging qf it^ar in assarting it,/aikdj*' that ^^the quantity 
qftea imported ofkUe years into America has been so much 
greater than the consumption, as to make it a very bad trade, *f 
that '^ there have been very large losses,** that it has been 
^^ very ruinous,** % and that ''there have been extensive 
Jailures of tea merchants in the States "§ Such a result is 
not to be wondered at, when we consider the mode in 
which the commerce is carried on, viz^ (as Mr. Milne 
says) ^' trading upon duties,** that is, evading the cus- 
tom-house laws, by which the government duty may 
be delayed for two years minus one day ! || But I am anti- 

* The delightful feeling produced by a good cup of tea, during 
the fatigues of a storm at sea, is well known to sailors ; happy would 
it be for them if it were entirely substituted for grog as a general 
drink. 

t Mr. Bates, an American merchant, who advocates the abolition 
of the East-India Company ! 

I Mr. Milne, Philadelphia Tea Merchant. § Mr, Bates. 

II Mr. Milne's evidence in the Lords', page 801. 
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cipatingyi— the followii^ table is derived from «n elabonu^ 
work of Mr. Seybert, on the commerce of America. I 
commence with the present century, and givathe retm*ns 
as fiur as Mr. Seybert does. 

Total Importation of Tea into Amebic a,* from 1800. 

to 1814. 



Ymta. 


QvantSty. 


Vmn, 


Qiiantity. 


1801 

^ 1802 

1803 

1804 

1805 ........ 

1806 

1807 


4^34,376 
6,411,627 
3,070,828 
5,072,248 
7,079,350 
8,210,712 
5,420,587 


1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 

Total.. Ibfl. 


1,471,524 
7,708,208 
2,661,375 
3,074,395 
831,724 
177,236 
2,397,980 


Total •• lbs. 


39,499,728 


18,312,442 * 



IiDportation of Tea, firsi seven year9<.^ , . • • Iba. 39,499,7?? ,. 

Ditto .. ditto .. /flw< seven years , 18,312,442 

Decrease, the last seven yearsf • • • ; lbs. 21487^286 



This i^ a very convincing statement^ but sadly at var 
riance with the declarations that have been so often pa^- 
Itided before thepobUc; — a ikcrecue during the last seven 
years oS twenty-one milium pounds (^ tea! In order that 
it may be seen wh^t quantity of the imported tea was 
i<x)nsumed in America, \ subjoin from the same autliority 
the following tahl€^ which I am induced to bring in here 
instead of reserving it for an examination of the carjrying 
tea trade of the Americans. 



* Seybert's Statistical Annals of the United States.—N.B. This 
work may be seen at the British Museum Librar}\ 

t It should be recollected, that during the war the Americans en- 
joyed, by reason of their neutrality, almost the whole carrying trade, 
of the civilized world; there should consequently have been no 
falling-off in the latter period, if tea were an indispensable necessary 
of life. 



4S 

n of Tka irom A,hei 



V«* } Q»,W|«. - 


Y^ 


•luMtKT. 


1801 


1,8^^8 


1808 


1,770,806 , 






1809 


1337,733 


1803 


1,229,233 


1810 


l,025,9fe 




}.im,m 


mil 


519,254 




2.002,202 


1813 












1807 


238,883 


1814 

ToWl.. Ib». 


1^66,203 


Total., lbs. 


12,961,297 


5.930,086 



Decreued exportation > lbs. 6,641,211 



The forgoing document shews a rapid deartate during 
the last four years, but the following table alqo derived 
from Seybert's work is worthy of attentioQ, as it exhibits 
s very extraordinary decline in the home consumption of 
tea. Mr. Seybert's authority will scarcely be questioned, 
as he says bis statements are derived from official docu- 
ment^ and he is too proud of his country and too jealous 
tff her commercial repataUon to exhibit her in an un- 
JSTonrsble light if it were possible to avoid it. 

Tba od which Duty wis paid for Homk Comsuhptiok in 



Yhh. 


QoukKt. 


Y«». 


Qumtkr- 


1«« 

1306 

1607 

1808 


3,354361 
4,750,881 
6.173,157 
4,800,142 


1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 

Total., lbs. 


8,M7,339 
360,594 


Total., lbs. 


19,078,661 


6,166.281 



Consamption of Tea the ^jf four years Ibi. 19,078,561 

Ditto . . ditto . . the /art four yean 6,166,281 



Decrease duringtbelaatfour years.... lbs. 12,912.280 
• Seybert'* Statutical Annals of the United Sules, page 408. 
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A decrease of nearly thirteen miOion pounds of tea in 
four years on a free trade system I — according to theory 
this is impossible, but such is the fact. I do not wish to 
exult over a decrease of the American tea trade, I would 
be better satisfied that America as well as other countries 
would consume more extensively the Chinese leaf, but I 
am bound here merely to exhibit plain statements, whether 
they coincide with my desires or otherwise. Lest it may 
be said, I have chosen the foregoing period because the 
latter years might have probably been unfavourable 
to American commerce, I offer the following statement 
from Seybert's work, who says that trade was greater 
during those years that exhibit in the foregoing returns 
a decreased tea consumption, than at any former or sub- 
sequent period,^ The years 1815 and 1819, which my 
authority gives, will mark the contrast. 

American Customs and Revenue, 

In 1815 • . . Net produce of the customs Sp.Drs. 36,000,000 
1819 .. Do. do „ 17,000,000 

Decreased customs Sp. Drs. 19,000,000 



In 1815 .. Produce of the revenue .. Sp.Drs. 49,500,000 
1819 .. Do ,.. do „ 21,500,000 



Becreqsed revenue Sp.Drs. 28,000,000 

It may be said that the government duty on tea was 
increased and hence consumption was checked, but to 
this also I am furnished with an answer (from the same 
valuable work) by the annexed document. 

♦ I find also, in Mr. Camberleng's report, that the American foreign 
tonnage was greater during the years mentioned in these statements 
than at a subseauent period ; for instance. 

In 1806 and 1807, the foreign tonnage was Tons 2,133,881 

1826 and 1827 .... ditto .... ditto 1,810,834 
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AvBUAOB Rats of Daty on Tba in Ambrica, as paid into the 

Custom- House. 



Yon. 


Avenge Duty. 


1801 


18 cents. 


1802 ....* 


15 do. 


1803 


16 do. 


1804 


20 do. 


1805 


19 do. 


1806 


20 do. 


1807 


19 do. 


1808 

. 1809 Refunded as drawback 
1810 


: 20 do. 

8p.Drs. 43,666 

19 cents. 


1811 


21 do. 


1812 


21 do. 






Average rate of duty .... 


19 do. 





In England the government duty on tea was raised from 
forty to fifty per cent, in 1801, and to ninety-five per cent, 
in 1804, at which rate.it continued, until its last rise 
to one hundred per cent 

I now proceed to consider the foreign and home Ame- 
rican tea trade since the establishment of a tranquillity 
unexampled in the annals of the world for its universality 
and duration. In 1815 the navigation of the seas was 
re-opened, — commerce again expanded its sails over the 
ocean, and the turbulent passions of war were succeeded 
by the active duties of peace. The industry, the intelli- 
gence, and the mercantile skill of the Americans was 
observed foremost in the van of speculative enterprize, 
which seemed to pervade every mercantile community in 
the world. If an unlimited supply of tea were all that 
were required to insure its consumption, a fair oppor- 
tunity now presented itself to the American merchants, as 
well from the cheapness of freight, as from the lowness of 
the duties le\ded on tea in the several foreign ports^ where, 
the article being in trifling demand, prohibitory or pro- 
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tecting enactments wefe hot had recourse to; let the r^ 
suit merely in quantity be observed ; I first give the fol- 
lowing parliamentary return on the subject : 

Tea exported from Canton by the Americans for Foreign 

Consumption.* 



Ymk. 


Quantity. 


Yean. 


Quantity. 


1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 


Itak 

2,731,000 
2,880,000 
2,086,245 
3,103,651 
3,318,156 


1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

Total . . lbs. 


lbs. 

1,228,800 

1,762,000 

1,360,000 

357,966 

910,000 


Total . . lbs. 


14,119,052 


5,618,766 



Exportation first five years 14,1 19,052 

Do. .. last .. do 5,618,766 



Decreased trtide lbs. 8,500,28ft 

Here we see what the Americans have made of the 
tarrying trade from Canton to Europe during twelve 
years ; but the fairest way to judge of the extent of ruinous 
speculations is to look at the returns a few years after 
commerce w^ fully opened ; I take the middle and the 
last period : 



Yean. 

• 


Quantity. 


Yean. 


Quantity. 


1818 

1819 ........ 


lbs. 

3,103,651 
3,318,156 


1826 

1827 

Total.. lbs. 


357,966 
910,000 


Total . . lbs. 


6,421,807 


l,267,96i5 



A decrease on two years of upwards of five nrilKon 
pouneky with pecuniary losses beyond general knowledge, 

* Appendix B, Parliamentary Return, page 1212, and Mr. Craw- 
furd's eridence. 
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demoAstrates what kind of systan islield iip.to the Briiisk 
goremment for imitatioQ. Anxious to guard against mis- 
representation, I give the following return of the quan- 
tity of tea exported from the United StaieSj during th^ 
two last mentioned years^ to different parts of Europe^ 
in which will be found a decrease in 1827 over 1826, and 
at the present period the Americans admit that teas 
scarcely, if at all, pay the expence of the Jreighi: surely 
siidi. damning proo& will induce the public to exapninc^ 
this iniportant subject themselves, and no longer trust to 
the statements dictated by party feeling and private nui^ 
levolence, which have too long been permitted circulation 
unrefuted. 



Quantity of Tka exported from the United States in 1826 

and 1827. 



To Holland 

Gibraltar 

Hanse Towns and Ports of > 

Germany f 

Fm^nce on the Atlantic .... 

Brazil 

All other Places 

Total lbs. 



1826. 



llM. 

689,538 
264,107 

856,536 

449,745 
107,216 
438,711 



2,805,853 



1827. 



Itak 

85,393 

244,868 

759,617 

292,160 

79,914 

183,758 



1,645,710 



Decrease. 



Itak 
604,145 
19,239 

96,819 

157,585 

27,302 

254,953 



1,160,043 



This is a convincing document, for if a decrease took 
place in one country it might be counterbalanced by an 
increase in another, but here a general decrease is obsesrv- 
able, notwithstanding all the imaginary advantages of 
unlimited supply. The value of the abovementkmed tea 
was iui fcfllows : 

InI826 Span.Drs. 1,308,694 

1827 672,443 

Decrease Spaa. Drs. €36^1 
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In the foregoing table the importation of tea into Hol- 
land exhibits a considerable decrease^ I am therefore 
induced to extract the following statement firpm the Vice 
Consul's (at Rotterdam) report^ to the House of Com- 
mons, in which the American trade with the Netherlands 
will be more fully seen, and let it be remembered, accord- 
ing to Mr. Masterson's evidence, that '* the duties are so 
taw, thai the difference between importations by Dutch and 
foreign flags is only about an English penny in the lower 
prices and on the higher prices it is nothing.*^ Did the 
Americans under this advantage succeed in pushing the 
trade in Holland ? 

Importations of Tea into the Netherlands by the Americans, 

from 1818 to 1829. 



Years. 


Quantity. Yean. 

Ii 


Quantity. 


1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 


Itak 
3,508,164 
3,496,746 
3,322,638 
721,644 
1,256,442 
1,730,872 


1826 '."..'!!!!.' 

1827 

1828 

i 1829 


Ite. 

409,992 
2,036,760 

528,264 

294,030 
1,111,308 

353,628 


Total . . lbs. 


14,036,506 


1 Total . . lbs. 


4,733,982 



Importation first period lbs. 14,036,506 

Do. .. last do 4,733,982 



Decreased ir-dde lbs. 9,302,524 



In this instance^ as in allothers, it will be observed, that 
notwithstanding immense importations and reductions in 
))rice, the consumption of tea could not be forced. 

The whole quantity of tea exported from Cantmi by 
the Americans in 1829-30, for European consumption, 
amounted to only 336,000 lbs. ! 

Although I might proceed with a variety of parlia- 
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mentary and official documents to refute the false asser- 
tions respecting the European tea trade, I think the fore-^ 
going facts will be deemed sufficiently conclusive on the 
subject ; I shall therefore close the " carrying trad^* with 
the following return given in by Mr. Crawfurd to the 
Select Parliamentary Committee of the House of Com- 
mons. 

Amerioan Exports of Tea from Canton, and from the United 
STAtEs io Foreign Ports, from 1825 to 1828. 



Yean. 



1825 

1826 
1827 

1828 



From the 
United States. 



Decrease during the 
last 2 years as com- 
pared with the two 
former 



/ 



lbs. 
3,035.908 
2,804,758 

1,626,417 
1,417,846 



2,796,403 




From Canton. 



4bs. 



1825 1,762,000 

1826 1,360,800 



1827 
1828 



Decrease during the 
last 2 years as com- 
pared with the two 
former 



357,966 

910,000 



1,854,834 



The reader's attention is requested for a few moments 
longer to a juxta-position view of the American and 
English consumption of tea at different intervals, which 
I am the more induced to examine in consequence of 
Mr. Crawfurd declaring that tea is not generally used by 
the lower classes in America; and as this gentleman's 
declarations, in consequence of the active part he has 
taken on this question, (which will be more particularly 
detailed in a subsequent chapter,) are received as oracular 
by some who scarcely think for themselves, I will place 
his dictum beside that of an American testimony. At 
page 78 of his pamphlet, entitled the ** Chinese Mono- 
poly examined^" Mr. Crawfurd says that, by reason of 
the tea trade being vested exclusively in the hands of the 
East-India Company, " the power of consumption is im- 
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paired^ and England is reduced in realily/rom the condition 
f^ a tueaUhy to that of a poor customer^ in comparison with 
nations enjoying the advantages of competition ;" he pro- 
ceeds to say-— 



Mr. Crawpurd. 
" Tea in the United States of 
America is not a general article 
of consumption among the lower 
orderSy as it is in this country, 
hut it is lihei'ally used hy the 
upper classes." — Chinese Mono- 
poly examined^ p. 7-8. 



Baltimore Chronicle. 
<* Tea is an.article which enters 
into the consumption of every 
man's family, the poor as well as 
the rich." — Report of Dehate in 
Congress on Mr. Clay's motion* 
respecting the tea duties, January 
1832. 



Whether Mr. Crawfurd or the American Congress and 
Journals are to be believed, it is not difficult to decide ; 
let us then observe what degree of credit is also due to the 
allegation of the East-India Company having impaired 
tlie consumption of tea in this country in comparison 
with America, a nation enjoying the full * advantages of 
competition;' and if it can be proved that under thejudi- 
cious system pursued by the former, the use of tea has 
increased in Great Britain, while in the latter country a 
stagnation, if not a positive decrease, has taken place, no 
honourable minded or unbiassed person will hesitate to 
award the palm of merit where it is due. 



, East-India Company's Expor- 
tation of Tea from Canton. 



American Exportation of Tea 
from Canton. 



Years. 


Quantity. ' 


Years. 


Quantity. 


In 1806 

1826 


lbs. 

22,895,851 
40,182,241 


In 1806 

1826 

Decrea«?e . . lbs. 


lbs. 

11,702,800 

7,859,982 


Increase .. Ihs. 


17,286,390 


3,842,818 



After t;wenty years' free trading in tea, the Americans 

* Mr. Clay's motion has since been carried, and the duty on Bohea 
is now two-pence per lb., and on other sorts in proportion. 
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Jecreitted their export by tftr^e milium and a half of 
pornids^ while the monopolists, a$ they are absurdly 
termed, increased theib exports by 9evtnteen miUioH 
pounds* Buti in order to illustrate ^U more the advan-^ 
tages of extrav^ant supply) Vhieh it h thought is alone 
requisite to procure general c(»isumption, I will exhibit 
the quantities of tea retained for home consumption in 
England (independent of Ireland) and in America^ 
during the years $ub3equ^t to thoae mentioned ia the 
preceding statement; and that cavil may be avoided, 
the English figures are taken from the fourth edition of 
Sir Henry Parnell's ^^ Finawial Rtfom^'^ a work in 
which die Author exhibits a lamentable ignorance of a 
subject which he ha$ evidently never investigated^-^I 
allude to the East-India Company's tea trade ; — the Ame-^ 
rican figures from Mr. Seybert's American work, and 
MJr. Crawfurd's Parliamentary document, No. 17. 



Tea retained for Home Con- 
sumption in England alone. 


Tea retained for Home Con- 
sumption in all the United States. 


Yean. 


Quantity. 


Yean. 


Quantity. 


In]807 


Ibi. 
19,239,312 

26,043,223 


Inl807 

1827 

Decrease ..lbs. 

- ■ . ..\ - 


Ite. 
6,173,157 


1827 .. 


• . • • 
. lbs. 


5,372,956 


Increase . 


6,803,911 


800,201 * 



Th« government duty on tea during these tibefity 
years was never less in England than ninety-five per 
cent., while in America the average rate of duty until 
1812, was only nineteen cents; it was then moderately 
raised ; * yet we see that a people rapidly increasing 
in numbers, wealth, and all the concomitant blessings 

♦ Duty in 1827 * on Bohea 6d. ; other black teas Is. Id. ; Gunpow- 
der and Imperial 2s. 2d. ; Hyson and Young Hyson Is. 8d. ; all other 
green teas Is. 2d. 

£ 2 
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attendant on national liberty and prosperity, and with 
the Jreest (indeed most ruinous) competition, consume 
less tea by nearly a million pounds weight in 1827, 
than they did twenty years before;* while England, 
burthened with a heavy duty, having an impoverished 
population, ground to the earth by taxation, and 
without any solid indication of general prosperity, yet 
imder careful management not only is there no falling 
off, but an increase of nearly seven million, pounds 
weight in England alone ! 

To prevent any impression as to my having chosen a 
period favourable to my views, I will give the whole 
number of years of a table given in by Mr. Crawfurd to 
Parliament;! the opponents of the Company will not 
object to my quoting their advocate's figures* 



Quantity of Tea imported by 
the East-India Company 
into England. 


Quantity of 
from Canton 

RICANS. 


Tea exported 
by the Ame- 


Years. 


Quantity. 


Yean. 


Quantity. 


In 1825 and 1826 

1827 .. 1828 


59,186,108 

72,424,878 


In 1825 and 1826 
1827 .. 1828 

Decrease . . lbs. 


Ite. 
23,441,248 - 
14,851,021 


Increase . . lbs. 


13,238,770 


8,590,227 



An increase of importation into Great Britain on two 
yearsi equal nearly to the whole of the American exporta- 
tion from Canton during the same period ! 

The table from which the foregoing is taken, exhibits 

• Vide Evidence of the Commons on the China ti'ade, p. 572, No. 5. 

t The increased population of the United States will be seen by 
the following figures derived from the American Almanack for 1832 ; 
the slave population is not included, though that also has increased 
from 697,697 to 2,010,436 ; in 1790, 3,223,631; in 1800, 4,419,728; 
in 1810, 6,048,539 ; in 1820, 8,099,871; in 1830, 10,845,735. WHh 
such a rapid augmentation, the consumption of tea ought to have 
increased. 
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a remarkable-falling off in the American trade from 1826 



to 1827, 



Importation of Tea by the ' 

E.-I. Company into England. | 

1 


Exportation of Tea from 
Canton by the Americans. 

1 


Yean. 


Quantity; j 


Yean. 


Quantity. 


In 1826 

1827 


lbs. 
29,84^3,401 

39,746,147 : 


In 1826 

. 1827 

Decrease . . lbs. 


lbs. 
11,469,700 
6,234.604 


Increase . . lbs. 


9,905,746 


5,235,096 



I will conclude this comparative examination of the tea 
trade of the two countries by another statement, of a 
more extensive intermediate period of time — of ten years, 
so that a just opinion may be formed on the subject. 



East-India Company's Tea 
Trade.* 


1 

American Tea Trade.* 


Yean. 


Quantity. 


Yean. 


Quantity. 


In 1817 and 1818 
. 1827 .. 1828 


lbs. ! 
41,237,457 i 
72,424,878 I 

i 


In 1817 and 1818 
1827 " 1828 

Decrease . . lbs. 


lbs. 
21,610,779 
14,851,094 


Increase . . lbs. 


31,187,421 ' 


6,759,685 



Can any language add to the force of this array of 
figures? An increase by the East- India Company of 
nearly thirty-two million of pounds; a decrease by the 
Americans of almost seven million of pounds f It would 
be a work of supererogation to expatiate further on this 
branch of the subject. Before closing this^ chapter I can- 
not omit adverting to an important circumstance, viz, 
that a considerable increase in the E. I. Company's tea 
importation has been in an improved sort denominated 

• Parliamentary Report, 1830. 
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JElofaea, which is extensively used by the lower ranks of 
society ; and not only has the quantUy been auginented 
as the following figures from the Parliamentary returns 
prove, but the quality also has been raised ; a fact which 
a perusal of the voluminous correspondence laid before 
Parliament last session, amply demonstrates ; * indeed, it 
risquired considerable exertions on the part of the Select 
Committee at Canton to procure a sufficient supply of 
the good Bohea required, and of real Souchong. 

Increasing Quantity of Bohea sold. 



Yean. 


Quantity. 


Yean. 


Quantity. 


In 1815-16 .... 
1819-20.... 
1825-26 .... 


IIM. 

397,909 
1,497,592 

2,588,124 


In 1828-29 .... 
1829-30 .... 
1830-31 .... 

Total .. lbs. 


lbs. 

3,778,012 
4,845,826 
6,096,153 


Total .. lbs. 


'4,483,625 


14,719,991 



The diminution in the price, as will be seen in a subse- 
quent chapter, is as remarkable as the increasing quan- 
tity sold. The increase of Congo, which enters most 
largely into the public consumption, is worthy of notice. 

Inoreasino Quantity of Conoo sold. 

In 1816 lbs. 14,895,681 

1822 18,876,631 

1828 20,142,873 

Here, as in the case of Bohea, we see an increase of 
nearly tdx million pounds weight since the last renewal of 

the charten 

The consumption of Twankay is also deserving of 
attention^ as it is a good tea and moderate in its prica 

Increasing Quantity of Twankay sold. 

In 1814, 1815, and 1816 lbs. 10,670,126 

1828, 1829, and 1830 13,210,079 

* Vide Appendix to 1st Report of the Commons for 1830, p. 907. 
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The same returns shew that green tea is not a favourite 
in this country,^ for although the supply has been ample 
and the price diminishing, the consumption has increased 
but little. 

Hyson Tea. 

In 1814, 1815, and 1816 lbs. 2,950,993 

1828, 1829, and 1830 3,113,949 

In bringing this monotonous, but yet indispensable 
array of facts, to a close, I trust I may be permitted, 
without being subject to the charge of vanity, to say that 
I have fully proved the proposition with which I opened 
the chapter ; namely, that the tea trade by prudence and 
care has steadily progressed in this country, while it has 
either remained stationary or rapidly declined on the con- 
tinent of Europe and in America ; and that it is an ex- 
tremely erroneous idea to suppose that mere importations 
are alone requisite to secure a demand for the article. 
Under the present system, the consumption of tea has 
augmented from a few cwts. to nearly thirty-two million 
pounds ; f a quantity greater than that used throughout 
all Europe and America by nearly one-half! Resting 
on this fact alone, any minister, however democratic, 
would be fully justified in requiring from Parliament a 
continuance of the existing management of the trade, 
but other and almost equally potent arguments present 
themselves, which I proceed to examine in the ensuing 
chapters. 

• The very lowest priced p^reen teas are what the Americans export 
from Canton most largely of ; they are of a flavour which the poorest 
Persons in E)nffland would not purchase ^f thev cou)d obtain them f<Sr 
sixpence per Id. ; some of these nominal teas, according to the Netv 
York price current oi the 27th April 1831, are sold after they have 
been " imported several years ^ and. aiford no criterion of value !" 

t The quantity of tea put up for sale in March 1832, was 8,300,000 
lbs. 
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CHAPTER III. 

ON THE COMPARATIVE CONSUMPTION OF TEA, COF- 
FEE, SUGAl^, WINE, TOBACCO, BRANDY, GENEVA, 
RUM, &c. 

** The British nation are put upon a short allowance of a certain necessary of life called 
tea by the East-India Company. ' — Mr. Crawfiird's pamphlet entitled the ' Chinue Jfone- 
polj^ examined* 

Although a comparison between the consumption of tea 
with that of coffee, sugar, wine, tobacco, &c. can scarcely be 
considered fair, in consequence of the latter either enter- 
ing into more general use, or being greater stimulants, 
yet I think I am prepared to show that tea has not only 
maintained its ground, but, relatively speaking, augmented 
in consumption more than the above named articles, so 
far as the government taxation permitted. 

COFFEE — I commence with, on account of its offering 
the nearest similitude to tea as an article of diet. Five years 
of the end of the last century will be sufficient to demon- 
strate that then there was no increased consumption ; the 
duty was 1^. 5(/. during the period. 

Coffee retained for Home Consumption from 1795 to 1800.* 
Years. Quantity. 

1795 lbs. 1,054,588 

1796 396,953 

1797 637,001 

1798 697,487 

1799 682,432 

Here we see a positive decline to the extent of nearly 
one half Let us observe another period ; I take a more 
extended space of time, tiz. from 1809 to 1812; the 

* Sir H. Parnell's Financial Reform, 1832, page 373. 
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duty during the ten years was Id. per lb. on Britith Han- 
tation, and lOd. on East-India Coffee. 

Coffee retained for Home Consumption iroin 1809 to 1818.* 



Yean. 


1 


1 

YCMl. 




Qondty. 


QMBdtjr. 


1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 


9,251,837 
5,308,096 . 
6,390,122 
8,118,734 
8,788,601 


1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 


6,324,267 
6,117,311 
7,557,471 

8,688,726 
7^7,867 


Total.. lbs. ' 37,857,390 

1 


Total., lbs. 


36,655,632 



Again we find a decrease on the latter period ; but if 
reference be made to the Parliamentary return of tea sales 
in the first Chapter, P^e ^ly ^^ consumption thereof will 
be found to have increased during the latter five years 
over the former five years, to the extent of 12,892,802 lbs. 
It is true that the consumption of coffee has of late in- 
creased in a great degree, but it has been consequent 
on a redactioo of the duty to M. per lb. as the fol- 
lowing table will shew ; and on account of the lessened 
price of sugar; as also by reason of the exertions of the 
Society of Friends and other philanthropists, who are 
labouring strenuously and effectively in the formation of 
' temperance societies, in order to destroy the pernicious 
and demoralizing use of ardent spirits; hence cofiee, being 
a greater stimulant than tea, has extensively augmented in 
demand.t 

* Financial Reform, p. 373. 

t This opinion is confirmed by tbe details which I hare reeeired 
from the coffee-shops. There are 3,000 of these highly nsefbl esta- 
blishments in the metropolis, in which are daily consumed 2,000 lbs. 
of tea, and 15,000 lbs. of coffee ; the latter, within the last three yean, 
has increased as follows : 

In 1829 lbs. 1,978,690 

1830 2,251,300 

1831 2,899,870 





V-™. 


«a-^. 


V— . 


«. 




ttM. 




Oa. 


1819 


7,7ao,783 


18251 




1820 


7,103.409 




13,203,323 


l&il 


7,633,001 


1827 


15,566,376 


1832 


7,669,351 


1828 




1833 


8,4H!»20 


1829 




ia2« 


l<^63,yt3 


1830 


21,728,000 



We Me from the first colamn, as in the preceding 
tables; that so long as the duty was high the consumption 
did not increase : but as soon as the duty was lowered 
the consumptioa immediately rose three million pounds, 
and went on increasing two million pounds yearly. A 
wmilar rise took place in tea at the period of the commu- 
tation act in 1784, when the duty was reduced from £27 
to ^12. 10s, per cent: the quantity of tea retained for 
home use was — 

In 1783 lb». 5,877,340 

1784 9,937,243 

1785 14,931,893 

If the coffee and tea increase consequent on reduction 
of du^ be compared, the bal&nce will be found much in 
favour of the latter. ' 

SUGAR,— from its being an article of such general use 
for every rank and every age, and in such a variety of ways, 
should scarcely be compared with tea as to its augment- 
ing consumption, more particularly when we recollect thftt 

The increase of tea haa been. 

In 1829 lbs. 239,700 

1830 249,400 

1831 263,000 

• 8tRte of the Commerce of Great Brifain, by Trueman and Cook, 
Mincing Lane. 
+ During these alt year* the fluty w&s \s. per lb. 
1 Duty lowered to 6d. per lb. 



it is proeanble from an almost indefinable extent of 
country within the tropics, not like tea alone pnrohasablc 
in one foreign and distant land, from a most unmanage- 
able nation : yet, as the following table shews, the con- 
sumption during the last twelve years was nearly three 
mtZfion hundred weight less than in the former, the du^ 
during both periods being nearly alike. 



Sdoar retained for Hohb Consumption id the Un 


iTBD KiHanou 




foF TWBNTV YbA«H.« 




Y^ 


(JUUiBtT. 


y™. 


Uumlltj. 




ewU. 




CWtM. 


1804 


2,458,079 




2,324,051 


1805 


2,371,827 


1915 


2,211,299 


180G 


3,169,552 


1816 




1807 


2,647,263 


1817 




1808 




1818 




1809 


2,911,333 


1819 


2,810,945 


1810 


3,769,565 


1820 


2,901,864 


1811 




1821 




1813 


3,040,054 


1822 


2,989,057 


1813 


2,594,313 


1823 

Total.. cvts. 


3,228,991 


Total., ewfs. 


29,898,516 


27,078,857 



Decreased consumptioii 



■tB. 2,819,659 



I would request the reader to direct his attention to the 
Parliamentary returns in the first Chapter, page 21, in 
which he will find hy computation that the East-India 
Company's sales of tea in England, during the years men- 
tioned in the foregoing sugar return, were as follows : 
QtiANtiTT of Tea sold in BNoi.AND.t 

From 1804 to 1813 lbs. 239,569,354 

From 1814 to 1823 269,210,292 



lucreue Ibe. 29,640,^8 



* Fourth edition Financial Reform, page 372, Appendix. 

t Tbu ia independent of the quantity sold in Ireland during these 



Thus we see a decrease in the consumption of sugar of 
nearly three miUion hundred veight, and an increase in the 
consumption of tea of nearly thirty million pmmda. 

WINE. — The advantage of comparison is in favour of 
wine, from its being a greater stimulant ; independent of 
other adjuncts, such as sugar or milk ; the produce of 
various countries; and, unlike tea, requiring an augmen- 
tation in quantity proportioned to the extended use of the 
beverage ; a person, for instance, in the habit of drinking 
wine, will at least yearly increase the stimulant, but a 
drinker of tea will require no more at sixty than at thirty 
years of age. 



Wine retained for Home Consumption in the Ukiibd Kikodoh 

.for FOBTY Ybars.' 


y«* 


eumiiiT. 


y™. 


QnmUty. 


1790 

1791 

1792 

1793 

1794 

1795 

I79fi 

IS:::::::: 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1802 

1803 

1804 

1803 

1806 

1808 '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

1809 


OallDU. 
8,I2J,246 
9,088,548 
9,422,049 
7,932,842 
8.173,649 
9,886,125 
6,931,512 
4,283,113 
6,318,922 
7,365,797 
8,770,232 
8^52,0.'52 
8,536,099 
9,871,757 
G,549,22a 
5,547,241 
6,980,214 
7,525,615 
7.598,250 
7,030,013 


1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1823 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

Total.. Gallons. 


7,825,551 
6,755,596 
6,029,436 
5,478,573 
5,354,705 
6,698,786 
4,860,409 
6,186,218 
6,781,696 
5,468,454 
5,523,461 
5,641,270 

5;838;628 

6,044,261 
9,509,803 
7,273.300 
8,193,779 

8,583,849 
6,224,652 


Total.. Gallons. 


164,184,505 


129,820,623 



..galloDs 154,184,605 



Decreased consumption.. ■ -gallons 24,363,882 
> Finandai Reform, fourth edition Appendix. 



Here we . see a considerable decreased consotnption . 
the quauti^ of tea sold in ^gland alone during these 
for^ years was as follows : 



. Iba. 436,539.665 
630,194,663 

.lbs. 93,664,998 



Will the opponenu of the E. t Company blame them 
for decreasing tlie consumption of wine by 24,167,881 
gallons, — and for increasing the use of tea by 93,654,998 
pounds? 

TOBACCO.— This article is also the produce of many 
countries ; it is a stimulant which continued use demands 
an augmentation of; it is used in a variety of ways; and 
it is consumed more or less by every rank in life, by the 
peasant and the prince — the sailor and the fop — the mar- 
ket-woman and the dowager-duchess. 



Yem. 


CiMUly. 


y™. 


Qumtily. 








llM. 


1800 




1815 




1801 


16,904,752 


1816 


17,547,893 


1803 


18,458,830 


1817 


18,371,558 


1803 


17,868,081 


1818 


17,882,478 


1804 


18,037,981 


1819 


16,378,137 


1805 


16,815,265 


1820 


15,689,060 


1806 


17,517,731 


1821 


16,598,152 


1807 


16,964,043 


1822 


16,279,633 


1808 




1823 


16,«4,670 


1809 


19,552,533 


1824 


16,832,826 


1810 


20,339,839 


1825 


18,670,404 


1811 


21,376,267 


1826 


17,682,017 










1813 


19,592,062 




18,544,283 


1814 


16,373,221 


1829 

Total.. Iba. 




Total., lbs. 


276,987,946 


262,028,104 




t period 


Oh 


.276,987,945 


Ditto lu 


period 


- 






Decreased co 




. 14,959,941 



> Custom Hou>e return*. 



BRANDY AKD G£NEVA.--H«re also will be found a 
decrease t^ comparing die last with the preceding tireaQ' 
years. 



y«,. 


ijiimlity. 


an. 


Quantity. 










1789 


I,(i6&,tf55 


1810 


l,78ii,379 


1790 


1,854,504 


1811 




1791 


1,624,515 


1812 


187,413 


1792 


1,654,018 


1813 


239;208 


1793 


1,298,230 


1314 




1794 


1,389,768 


1815 




1793 


791:338 


1816 


761,035 


1796 


1,030,990 


1817 


739,500 


1797 


1,391,489 


1818 


644337 


1798 


1,267,649 


1819 


889,945 


1799 


1,349,046 




947,931 


J800 


1,810,515 


1831 


1,004.073 




2,192,546 


1822 






2,338,947 


1823 




1803 


2,302,979 


1824 


1,316,320 


1804 


l,338,Sfi3 


1825 


1,405,036 




1,659,168 


1826 






2,033,161 




1,363,977 


1807 


1,833,940 


1828 


1,370,966 


1808 


2,298,897 


1839 

Total .... 




Total .... 


33,129,418 


20,057,040 



CoDBumption Brat period gaUons 33,129,418 

Ditto last period 20,057,040 



Decreased consumptioi: 



. gallons 13,072,378 



KUM.— It may be ssid that the foregoing decrease is 
attributable to the increased consumption of other spirits ; 
of .this the reader will be enabled to judge by the following 
table, derived from a pamphlet before alluded to, and 
prepared by Messrs. Trueman and Cook on 2Ae state qft^ 
conaaerceof Great Britain fir 1831 : 1 give the whole of 
the years furnished by my authority. 

^ Sir Henry Parnell's tables. 



Y™. Qu^ULy. 


Y-n. 


QuHHity. 


1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 


3,58(I.H79 
3,770,967 
4,834,179 
4,466,489 
4,437,079 
5,331,151 

4,635,787 
3,228,103 


1916 

1817 

18IS 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

Total 

Deductexceasofl 
Stock in ware- 
house on 31 Dec. I 
1835, 8s com-f 
pared with 31 
Dec. 1815 ...J 

Anmial average 
consumption of 
ten years, 1816 
tol8S5 , 


OajloTU. 
1,109,239 
3,208,997 
2,325,268 
3,988,767 
3304;i38 
3.969,081 
2,390,198 
3,001, lOf 
a,832,833 
3,455,506 


Total 

Deduoteicessof 
Stock in ware- 
house on 31 Dec. 1 
1815, as com-f 
™red with 31 
toe. 1805 ..,.) 


44,528,280 
2,767,447 


28,585,128 
739,783 




41,770,833 


27.845,340 


Annual average 1 
consiunption of 1, 
ten years, 1806 f 


4,177,083 


3,784,534 



The object of this work be[ng to bring together within 
as small a space as possible, a few striking facts relatire 
to the tea trade, I abstun irom quoting many other 
equally conclusire data, demonstrstire of the increased 
consumption of tea as compared with oth^ arddes of 
even more general use ; for those who will not be convinced 
by the foregoing detaUs respecting coffee, sugar, wine> 
tobacco, brandy, and rum, would remain of the aasae 
opinion were ten thousand equally convincing statements 
laid before them. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

• 

REVENUE DERIVED FROM TEA, SUGAR, TOBACCO, 
WINE, SPIRITS, COFFEE, &c., AND THE DECREASING 
REVENUE ON TEA IN THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. 

« The tea duties are collected by the E^t-India CompanVi and paid over to the Crown, 
without any charge whatever in respect of such collection. The Act 25 Geo. III., c. 74, alkiwi 
forty days after eadi quarterly sale as the period within which the duty is to be paid over ; 
Imt .the East-India Company are in the practice of paying £500,000 of the duties upon 
account, oreviousip to tMr. becoming patfable according to law, and the balance is imme^ 
diately paid over, so soon as the amount is adjusted between the revenue officers and Uie 
officers of the East-India Company."— ^Ippettdir to the First Report of the Select Commits 
qf the House of Commons, 'p. 93(^ 

The next point of view in which I propose to consider 
the tea trade, is as it contributes to swell the amount of 
revenue paid into the British Exchequer; and in this 
light it is one of great importance, when we reflect that 
the tax is levied on a luxury which, though large in the 
aggregate, is almost imperceptible in its immediate 
effects, in consequence of the numerous class of pei^ons 
on whom it is levied, and the small sum thus paid by each 
in government duty. 

I am the more induced to investigate this branch of 
the subject, in consequence of the representations which 
have, been made, in every possible publication, of the 
declining tea duties, positively and relatively; and as 
falsehood, by its frequent repetition, becomes at last to be 
considered as truth from its remaining uncontradicted, 1 
proceed to prove that, positivetyj the revenue on tea 
has considerably increased; and, relatively, more so than 
other articles of general use. 



Revenue derived from Tea in England. — The table 
herewith annexed is derived from Sir Henry Parnell's 
fourth edition on [ Financial Reform.' I might have 
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seletited some of tbe statements given into Parliament at 
the present period, and at the last renewal of the Charter* 
which would have been mcn-e favourable to my argument) 
partly on account of their greater amount, and partly by 
reason of their including the revenue on tea in Jirdand ; but 
as I am anxious to give my opponents every reasonable 
advantage, I have selected Sir Henry Parnell's figures) 
and England alone, as least open to captious dispute. 

Rkvbkcb on TtiA paid into the British Treasury, for Forty Years, 
by the Eaat-Tndia Company, on Account of Tea for HoHii Con' 
SUMPTION in England.* 



v™. 


r™.. 


v™. 




1789 

1790 

1791 

1792 

1793 

1794 

1795 

, 17% 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1803 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 

18ff7 

1808 


647,230 
607,430 
616,775 
609.846 
628,081 
C95.108 
877,042 
1.038,060 
1,111,898 
1,176,861 
1,152,262 
1.237,308 
1,450,252 
1,757,257 
2,348,004 
2,925,298 
3,098,438 
3,043,224 
3,370,610 

28,894,512 


1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1833 

182S '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

1826 

1037 

Total.. £ 


3,1*0,616 
3,212.430 
3,349,294 
3,258,793 
3,369.436 
3,428,236 
3,526,690 
3,956,719 
3,003.650 
3,362,588 
3,256,433 
3,128,449 

3,407,983 
3,420,205 

3',29!!813 

3,263,206 
3,302,252 


Total.. 


06,806,551 



Revenue of first period ^28,894,512 

Ditto of last ditto 66.806,661 



e duriojr the latter period . . £37,912,039 



* The revenue on tea In Ireland is 1 
was kept Mparste until 18^7. 



ncluded in tbis return ; it 
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Thus we see that, so &r from there being a poddve 
decline, there has been a positive and largie augmentation 
of the revenue, during the latter twenty years, of 
£87,912,039 sterling 1 

But it may be said— ^ This much is granted; yet the 
revenue, according to the foregoing table, was greater ifr 
1814 than in 1828/ The reply to this cavil is easy : tbef 
duty on tea, unlik^ that on other articles is an^. valorem 
one. As long, therefore, as the sale price of tea was high^ 
the revenue was equally so ; but as the East^India Com* 
pany lowered the price of tea, the revenue of course felL 
Had the duty on tea been levied according to the quantity 
soldy and not according to the pricey the revenue would 
have risen with the increased consumption of tea, as shewp 
in the first chapter. Perhaps, however, this will be best €Xr 
emplified by referring to the following table, which demon* 
strates the reduced price of tea since 1814, and accounts 
for the apparent stationary revenue thereon in 1828 : — 

Average Sale Prices of Tea, at the East-India Company's Sales, 

at two Periods. 





Bohea. Congo. 


CampoL Sou* 
'^ chong. 


Twia- 




Pekoe. 


»» - - - - 


Inl814,prJb. 
In IttiiS • • • 


1. d. 
3 1 
1 6 


s. d. 
3 3 
9 3 


s. d. 
3 6 
2 ft 


s. d. 
4 
2 10 


1. d. 

1 I 


1. d. 
6 10 
4 1 


1. d. 
7 
a 9 


1. d. 
S 10. 
2 S 


Decronein 1 
Piios • • • ( 


1 fi 10 11 


1 2 


1 2 


1 9 


3 3 


1 7 



American Revenue on Tea. — I proceed to shew the 
comparative decline in the revenue from sugar, wine, &c.; 
but before doing so, I am tempted to give an extract from 
a table in Seybert's American work on the commerce of 
his country, in which the revenue of the United States on 
tea may be fairly judged of at the period to which the 
figures refer ; and at a subsequent era, we have not only 
the declarations of the American tea merchants them- 
selves, and the announcement of Mr. Ck>nsul-General 
Canning, of " a balance of two or three miliums of dollars 
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dm to the American cnxitomsi* but we have also the Presi- 
denf 8 message to Congress at the beginiiing of 1830, in 
which General Jackson laments the injury sustained by the 
UnitedStates* revenue in the China trade, and propose! 
the enforcement of a right of priority of payment out of 
die estates of insolvent debtors, as a means oH obviating 
in a great measure the losses experienced by the Govern-* 
ment in granting long credits of the duties on tea.^ 
The Showing is the table referred to :— 

DiTTT LBTiBD— Drawback and Net Rkvenub derived from Tea 

in Amkaioa, at two Periods. 



VflUf. 


Onty levied. 


Diswtedc* 


Net ReTCBQe. 


1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 


SikDib. 
1,048,740 
1,401,854 
1,626,641 

975,887 


Sp. Dn. 
346,976 
426,901 
402,876 
2,682 


Sp. Dn. 

701,764 

974,953 

1,223,765 

973,255 


Total . . Sp.Dra. 


$,053,122 


1,179,385 


3,873,837 


1811 ........ 

1812 

1813 

1814 


643,123 
737,511 
228,891 
176,642 


90,639 

78,105 

140 


543,484 . 
659,406 
228,751 
176,642 


Total . . Sp.Drs. 


1,786,167 


168,884 


1,608,283 



Duty levied the first four years Sp. I>rs. 5,053^122 

l>o. .. the last four years 1,786,167 



Decrease daring the latter period 



Sp. Drs. 3,266,955 



• Even on the nominal amount of duties there has heen a de- 
crease at a eobsequent period: 



Tent. 


Daty. 


Yeen. 


Daty. 


1825 

18S6 


£. 
474,113 
652,511 


1827 

1828 


£. 

388,308 
498,905 




1,126,624 


887,213 



r S 



SifdAt. — NotwithBtanditag its being unfidr io t 
(he revenue derived from sugar, &c. with that obtuned 
from tea, because, as I have before said, of tbe duty on the- 
latter not depending so much on augmented consumptioo 
as. on the sale price, it will be found that, under this diB- 
^■antage even, the comparison is in favour of tea, a« Ae 
annexed return proves.* 

RavHNuB derived from the Homk Consuuption of Suoab inr 



v«. 


^««. 


y™. 


k™«. 


1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 


3,150,753 

4,177,91B 
3,273,M5 
3,177^0 
3,a39^,18 
3,93!),939 
3,447^G0 
3,276,513 


1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

Total., i 


£. 
2,957.403 
3,166,831 
3,967,164 
2^1,472 
3,5073« 
3,477,770 
3,G60,S67 
3,579.412 


Total., i 


27,783,224 


20,648,473 



DpcreesiDg n 



A decrease of upwards of one Tnitlion sterling durit^ 
the last eight yearsj when, according to the unsupported 
assertions of partizan writers, the revenue on sugar, &c. 
has increased more than that levied on tea ! The duty aa 
sugar, during the foregoing periods, was nearly alike. 



■ Sir Henrj- Pamell saya, " suoar is a luxi 
u«E, a »maU ^umUity of it goes a great way ; the duty is very et 
collected i it is an article Stat is not snw^tei"— Financial Reft 
4th editiob, p. 56. 

t Stat« of the Commerce of Great Britain.— Richardson, Comhill' 



1 Reform, 



09 



FiasT Period. 



yeaxB. 



11 

1808 

1809, 

18101 

1811 y 

I8I2J 

1813\ 

1814/ 



Britlih PlantatkNi. 






£. S, d. 

1 7 



1 8 



1 10 



East-IndU Sugar. 



1815 .. 
1816\ 

1817/ 

1818 .. 

1819 ^ 

1820 I 

1821 ( 

1822 J 



' Second Period. 
1 10 
1 7 
1 10 

1 7 



J 



£. s. d. 

1 10 

» 
1 11 

1 la 



The duty on East- 
India sugar^ during 
these . .years, fluc- 
tuated, Dut the quan- 
tity imported was 
very trifling.* 



TTie sugar revenue has augmented within the last few 
years, in consequence of lessened duty and increased impor- 
tation; while a reduction in the price of tea has kept the 
revenue thereon nearly stationary^ yet by a strange mode 
of reasoning' the East-India Company are blamed for not 
jEtugmenting the revenue, and for not lowering the price of 
tea! 

WlNiu — I proceed now to examine the amount of 

rpveiHie, 4^ved from wine in the United Kingdom for 

thirty years, although the same objections apply to wine 

j^s to siigar, inasmuch as the duty is n^t aa ad 'calmemom^ 

and it might be supposed that the greater cheapness cif 

,' * It is to be hoped that common sense wiU induce the AQthorities 
.jtp jreduce the enormous duty on East- India sugar of 35«. per cw(. 
while West-India sugar, the voyage not being a fourth pf the dis- 
tance from England, pays x)nly 24^. The Company's Government 
are making every exertion to extend and improve the cultivatioii in 
Bengal; but all their efforts will be futile, unless some share of 
justice be meted out to the East-Indies. The manufacture of beet-root 
sug^, now extending in England, will compel a removal of such 
onerous restrictions on the comfort and prosperity of millions. 
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wine, and reduction <rf duty during the latter years,* 
would have augmented consumption, and improved ' the 
revalue. The following table exhibits a diffnent resulL 





K in the United Kingsou for 




Thirty 


YEABS.t 




y«.- 


Bmxue. 


Y<»a. 


«™-* 










1800 


2.124,807 


181fi 


2,388,390 


1801 




J816 


1,771,467 




2,380,071 






1803 


2,423,928 


1818 


2,467315 


1904 


2,141,455 








2^55,793 




1,987,871 


1806 




1S21 


2,006,497 


1807 


2,729,886 


1822 






2,663,472 






1809 


2,686,002 


1824 


2.153,111 




2,786,622 


1825 




1811 


2,433,007 




1,426.279 


1812 


2,189,417 


1827 


1,600,686 










1814 


2^67,576 


1829 

Total . . £ 


1,473,612 


Total.. £ 


35,820,257 


29,246,956 



Decreased Bevenne ;£ 6,673,301 



A deneaae of six miUion and a half tterling during the 
last fifteen years ! In order to illustrate more fiiUy tiie 
state of As wine revottue during the latter half of the table, 
I ^ve Ae annezed comparison indicative of steadily pro- 
gressfaig decrease in the revenue. 

* lB]8£5De«rly60 per cent.of tke exiBtiiifl?datie» wsref^iealed, 
and Oie coaBumptioii increased W about 1 JOO.OOO gdlou. The 
rerenae for 1831 wm only ;ei,624,177. 

t fifumciai R^fiirm, fourth edition. Appendix 369 and 370. 
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Nbt Retewub recciyed on Wink in Eroi,avo, at five comparative 

Periods. 



Ymn. 


Rerenne. 


DecreMing Reremie. 


Inl814 


£. 
2,032,840 -^ 
1,967,953 / 

2,095,299 \ 
1,815,053 / 

1,610,299 \ 
1,270,118 / 

2,023,072 \ 
1,426,550 / 

2,241,380 \ 
1^06,122 J 


£. 


1824 


64,887 


1815 

18^5 

1816 

1826 


280;246 
340,118 


1817 

1827 

1818 

1828 


596,522 
735,258 







The decrease on the two former periods is <f 345,133 ; 
and on the two latter <£^1,33],780. 

On comparing the duty paid by the East-India Com- 
pany to Government on tea with that derived from wine, 
I find the following result: 

Revenue on tea consumed in the United Kingdom 
for fifteen years, from 1814-15 to 1828-29* ^657,125,883 

Revenue on wine consumed in the United Kingdom 
for fifteen years from 1815 to 1829t 29,246,956 

Wine revmme Ims than tea 48^37^,827 

The foregoing is a startling fact, which will produce^ I 
trust) an impression on every mind interested in the 
preservation of the large revenue derived from tea. 

Bkanst and Geneva. — The income derived from the 
taxation of two othar articles of foreign produce^ greater 
stimulants than tea, and consumed more extensively 

* Parliamentary Return. Appendix to the First Report of the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons, p. 930. 

t FmaacMRqfimny 4th edit. 369 and370. 



by the bulk of the people, affords little ground for trioinph 
over the subject of this work ; I allude to brandy and 
genera, the revenue obtained from which I give for 

twen^ years. 



Y«n. 


a««« 


1 yaa. 


,»™. 




£. 




£. 




1,246,346 


1811 


1,066,605 


1802 


1,311,163 


1812 




1803 


1,3(»,013 


1813 


302,766 


1M04 


1,103,48(1 


1814 




iB05 


l,390,0fi5 






IHOG 


1,720,491 


18(6 ; 


■ 869W2 


1807 


1,622,963 


J817 


835,1172 


1808 


2,244,828 




727,089 


■ 1809 


1,052,304 


1819 


1,004,868 


1810 


1,791,768 


1820 

Total .- £ 


1,071,179 


Tola! . . £ 


14,784,021 


7,468,395 



Revenue of the first period ■ 
Do. .. do. liut do. 



. £14,7a4,021 
7,468,395 



Decreased revenue , ^,315,61 



It would be unnecessary to compare tlie inunense sum 
received on tea during the foregoing years, with that 
derived from brandy and geneva; but J must not omit 
observing, that a very large portion of the revenue col- 
lected on foreign spirits and tobacco, is expended io 
endeavouring to prevent the smaggUng of those articles ; 
Sir Henry Pamell says, that out of j£3,00O,OOO^ abbut 
£1,000,000 is thus expended I The tea revenue' costs 
Government nothingli 

Tobacco. — If freedom of competition and high duties 
were advantageous to the national revenue, we should 
have found that the sum derived from tobacco increased 
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with the wealth of the people ;^ but on examining the 
returns for ten years I find that there has not only been 
a stationary revenue^ but a decrease on the last five 
years. 

B>EVBNUE derived from Tobacco for Ten Years in the United 

KlNOOOM.t 



Ycwrs. 


Rercnue. 


Yean^ 


Rercnue. 


1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 


£. 
3,127,418 
3,122,583 

3,263,171 
3,425,516 
3,378,544 


1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

Total . . £ 


3,258,905 
2,658,768 

2,826,377 
2,793;825 

2,849,705 


Total .. £ 


16,317,232 


14,387,579 



Revenue of first period .£16,317,232 

Do. .. last do 14,387,579 



Decreased revenue £1,929,653 



A comparison between the total revenue received on tea 
and tobacco during the two periods will not be found in 
favour of the latter* 

Rercnue received on tea from 1820 to 1829 . . i . je37,499,803 
Revenue received on tobacco from 1820 to 1829 . . 30,704,801 



Greater amount of revenue on tea than on tobacco • • jC6,795,002 



COFFEE. — It is not possible to compare the revenue ob- 
tained on coffee with that derived from tea, on account of the 
rapidly increasing consumption of the former in proportion 
to the reduction of the government duty ; this will be best 
seen by the following condensed table. 

; * Sir H. PsLmell says, that tobacco most be considered as << almost 
a necessary to the lowest classes of society." 

t Financial Reform, 4th edit. 1832. 



iNeBKAflBD CoNiUMrTiov of CwFBK in coBBO^ence of the leMf»«4 







l-^v. 


Duty. 




Y»rIyA™.ff. 








^ 




FromiySl ' 


n 17114 




11 


1,555 ot 3,483,100 


870,775 


17M 


179y 




1 5 


1,229 „ 2,741,700 


S4M.340 


1800 


1804 




1 6 


1,814 „ 4,OIJ3,300 


812,460 


IBOS 






2 2 






1808 


IHIU 






16,020 ,,35,884,800 


7,176,960 


1813 




« 


7! 


19,019 „ 42,603,137 


7,100,623 


1819 


1824 


6 


1 


20,887 „ 46,874,407 


7,812,402 


1825 


1830 


6 


6 


43,691 „ 98,183,481 


16,363,91 6- 



It U worth remarking, with reference to the fbregoing 
table, that in 1807 the duty was Ss. 2d. and ithe omsump- 
tion 475 ton§, and in 1808 the duty waB lowered to 7d. 
uid the c(Hisuinpti<m rose to 3,950 tons, but nevertheless 
coffee has not been very productive to the exchequer. 



Bbvshub paid 


on 


CofFES ID Gkbat Baii-AiN 
penod> of Six Years each. 


at two 


compaTBtive 


v-^ 


,.,.„ 


VHn. 




Hmmit. 




£ 


£. 
255,184 
250,106 






£. 
340,223 
324,667 










Decrease 






5,078 


■^1 


15,556 



Since the reduction of the duty from Is. to 6d. the 
revenue has slightly improved. 

Heretofore I have been considering the revenue derived 
from articles which may be said to form a part of the diet 
of the great bulk of the population of this kingdom, and 
which have been so frequently adduced (erroneottely I futve 
«A«tm) as jHxx^B of the relative decline of the tea duties ; 



* From Nicol's account of the Coilee trade of Great Britain. 
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I am induced to quote a few other taxes ttom their being 
before me. 

COTTON GOODS.— It would be natural to suppose 
that the revenue derived from this staple branch of British 
commence had increased very much. 

Revenue on the Expobt of Cotton Goods at two Periods.* 



Yon. 


Il0v«nae. 


Vcm. 


Remue. 


1825 

1826 


£, 

2,040,718 
2,035,219 


1829 

1830 

Total £ 


£ 
2,098,962 
1,942,918 


Total £ 


4,075,937 


4,041,880 



Beyeni^e of first period • ^4,075,937 

Ditto last period 4,041,880 



Decreased revenoe 



£ 34,057 



Another comparative period will not exhibit a more 
favourable result. 

1822 jei,751,371 

1827 1,524,664 



Decreased revenue ........ £ 226,70? 



GLASS. — The increasing wealth of the middle classes 
in England, and the augmented comforts of the poorer 
orders of society, would lead to the supposition of an in« 
creased consumption of, and revenue from, glass. 



Home Consumption of Glass. 





FUntand 
Plate GUM. 


Bf^adGlaw. 


Glaas Bottlei. 






Four years, to 1793 .... 
Pour years, to 1825 .... 


cwtf« 
190,000 

167,000 


dirts* 

90,000 
34,000 


cwtf* 

881,000 
697,000 


Decreased consumption 


23,000 


56,000 


184,000 



^ State of the Commerce of Great Britain for 1830. 
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Two periods of the revenue returns give die fiJlowing 
result 



y-. 


« j V-. 


R.^ 


1813 

1814 

1815 


£. 
509,623 
425,235 

408,820 


1816 

1817 

1818 

Total £ 


j6. 
325,863 
419,886 
548,309 


Total £, 


1,343,678 


1,294,158 



Revenneof fintperiod jel,343,678 

Ditto last period 1,294^158 



Decreasing revenue £ 49,520 



The revenue in three subsequent years was as follows : 

1820 jC469,609 

1821 481,652 

1822 506,987 



Average yearly revenue j6486,082 



This sum is less by .^22,541 than that received in the 
year 1813. In consequence of the duty being lowered the 
consumption of glass increased, and the revenue slightly 
augmented, but not progressively. 

RsyBNUB on Glass foi^ Home Consumption. 



YCMi. 



RcvcniM. 



1824 
1825 
1826 



£, 
645,172 
669,786 
622,216 



Total.... je| 1,937,474 



YMIt. 



Reveirae. 



1827 
1828 

1829 



Total... .je 



• t • 



£. 
615,156 
602,632 
666,520 



1,884^^ .. i 



Revenue of flrtt period 
Ditto last period 



Decrease 



je 1,937,174 
1,884,308 

£ 42,766 ' 



rr 



Stamps.— The extension of commerce in this coufttry 

would indicate an improved revenue from stamps (one of 

the least objectionable modes of levying a government 

revenue), but the contrary has been the case for several 

years 

Rbvsmub from Stamps. 



Ywn. 



1828 ... 

1829 ..- 

1830 ... 



Reveone. 



£. 
7,317,609 

7^17^1» 
7,248,083 




1831 
1832 



Retentte. 



£. 
6,695,000 
6,550,000 






Post-Officb. — In consequence of the increased intel- 
ligence, population, and wealth of the British isles, and the 
great facilities for intercourse which have taken place of 
late years, we might anticipate a higher revenue from the 
transmission of letters^ 



Vnrt. ReveQo6« 


Yem* 


RoTonic 


£. 

In 1812 1,400,000 

1828 1,400,000 

1 


In 1830 

lo31 . . • 4 . • 


£, 
1,358,000 
1,391,000 



I am fully aware of the tediousness of these minute 
statements, and that they bear an appearance of unduly 
dwelling on trifling points; but I have been induced to 
persevere in details, however apparently unimportant^ 
in consequence of its having been so frequently trium- 
phantly promulgated, that, <^ with respect to the uncer- 
tainty and decline of the tea duties, whether positive^ or 

IN REFERENCE TO THE DUTIES ON CORRESPONDING COM- 
MODITIES, there is happily a plain and palpable case for 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer*''^ 

* Crawfurd's Chinese Monopoly examined, p. ^0, 
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WbethtH: such a gratuitouB assertion be ot- be not iilito- 
noudy incorrect will be readily seen, on referring to dx 
foregmng documents ; and I close the statistical portkm of 
this chapter with two taUes, one exhibiting the deficioi^ 
in the revenue for a number of years in successiou, and the 
other demonatradag the diminished revenue of 18SS as 
compared with that of 1881.» 

DEFiciiMoy and Surplus id the Public Elxp«nditDre for NIm 
Yeara. 



v™. 


OMbkM}. 


««n*-. , 




£. 
2,949,000 
1,007,000 - 
fl,012,C00 
6,747,000 
6,003,000 
959,000 
fe07,000 

883,000 


£. 


1824 


- 




















978,000 


1831 








22,030,000 


978,000 





The deficiency on 18S2 will be found to be condderable. 
State of the Rbvbnub for the last Two Years. 



■-... 


1831. 


1B32. 


iDCHHt. 


n.™-.. 


CuBtoms 


£. 

16,343,000 
16,895,000 
6,695,000 
1,358,000 
6,013,000 
601,000 


£. 

15,136,000 
14,330,000 
6,660,000 
1,391,000 
4,864,000 
409,001) 


£. 

32,000 


104,000 

14t^Mff 
191,00ft 




Post-Offiee 


Total .... £ 


46,815,000 


42,830,000 


33,000 


4,015,000 



• The rewinae in 1828, 1829, and 1830, was ^57,485,696, ^£55,824,902. 
and .£54,840,190. Thu deSciency iK not solely ovring to raduced tax* 
ation, but to burthensome imposts on consumption and industry. 
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Tliat the tea duties bore no share in the preceding de- 
crease, is evident from the duty in the latter year being 
greater than in the former : I merely mention the circum- 
stance in connexion with the foregomg facts^ to shew the 
absurdity of charging the East-India Company with left* 
sening the {mUic revenue by means of the possession of 
their so caUed ^^ monopoly.^ 

I turn now to a review of some of the allegations 
respecting the tea revenue, which it is stated — ^^ possesses 
in Tecdity every qttaUhf of a bad taw^ being costly ii7 ths 
coLLECTioK bcyoud any other-^being injurious to indus^ 
try-^being detrimental to the morals and comforts of the 
people^^eing tmproductive in a fiscal view to the capital 
invested't^^being tmcertain in amount'-'--(md instead of 
rising with the wealth and population of the country j 
yearly falling off,^** How any man endowed with the 
slightest knowledge of the subject on which he was writing 
could have penned such a saitence, as that I have just 
quoted, it is difficult to [understand, unless it be admitted 
that it was written with an intention to mislead the pubUc ; 
for there is not one line of it supported by truth or justice. 
This is an ungracious expression, which would not be 
uttered were I not fully prepared to support it. 

All t^ation is onerous, but as no civilized state can 
exist without a national revenue, the best duties are those 
which do not press on industry,-)- are most cheaply and 
leai^t jiiquisitorially collected ; that enhance not the cost of 
the 'absolute necessaries of life, and are widely diffused 
over^begi^eait mass of the people. The tax on tea fully 
answers this description: 1st. it does not oppress any 

* Chinese Monopoly examined, p. 68. 

t The duty on paper, for instance, affects printers, type-founders, 
manufacturers; of machinery, engineers, ink-makers, hooksellerel, 
statioaeiB^ bookbinders, copyists, authors, &c. 
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bwich of indittCkyf on the contrary^ it 
will be sufficient to mentioii the sugar ivade, .«iii<ii4l|s 
been considerably improved ivithin the pipeaait>ceDt«d)r^ 
principally in conaequoice of the increaaed >JiQniliQi|riiii 
of tea, for which sugar as an adjunct iiaii'iteiedliiilly 
tiecesjsary^ Sd. it is a tax which: does< noftlxxis^di^CiMillh 
Government any thing hut th4 .trmibk qfi^f«ciiirf9^ii|Ml, 
in the language of the Report of tho-Sekcl Q a mmK;t e>l0f 
the House of Commons in 18S0, ^-is .Moaori mMmm^tm^ 

CALLT COLLECTBD BY THE EaSTvInPIA XdlMAWftlb H W ^n 

pay it oner quarterly , a foftnight afier May v Tf^^ai/fifuMi* 
8d. It does not affect the price of a neieesmK^ ofiiiJthittiM 
every warehouse in England wer6 filled latk i \^"fdmm$t^ 
famine, the leaf would not proknig anintelitwiiiiiimitfiwHi" 
eight hoiMB ;f consequently, it is not easeAllal tfiilhtMq»* 
port of the labouring poor : 4th. it is levied :«ii4tb^1|rik|if 
«>ciety, fnressing lightly on each individqal|t\4ndrMli<fre 
Oovemxnent would lessen the duty oa hahieAt4NMl txftqgfjL^ 
in pioportion to the high^ price ttas^ it.winildibe <l lcIn a | Bt 
equitable tax that it were possible tolevyn With fM^i^lt^ 
its being ^' deMmental to ike morals a$!idea9t^Shiif^dlf^ 
people^" an extenuating answer (if no other .existed^sgiai^ 
be found by adverting to the duty levied oniside^t ^pigti^ 
the consuiUpticm of which is most pemicicMis ,tQ.\ti^^^jg§ifrj 
and which the extended use of tea and >i««fi^ «iib«I 

• Nearly three millions and a haff tea revenue is collected itfaa 
annual charge of £10,000, while the collection of this Brilflil^l^yltbe 
costs from seven to eight per cent.; and^ as I l^ave bffore.^ffaicunl^ 
on the authority of Sir Henry Pamell, not far short of i^lyOOO,U^ a^ 
year is expended on the collection of £3,000,000' levleil wt l t rf%A ' 
Apirita. ana tobacco. .,r ^^^f 

t Tea contains no nutritious principle. But sugar possesses in a 
most concentrated form a large portion of alimentary matter) ca^^tfl>le 
not merely of supporting but of strengthening Ifie ; a £9Ct wjf|cb 
sugar-planters are well cognizant of ; and yet Sir Henry Pametl and 
others choose to denominate tea a'' necessary " and sugar a **huP!uryy' 
although the former can only be used in one shape, and the laCter is 
an essential ingredient in a variety of food and £*ink. 
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tnnt^' fast aniiihilatiBg ; of its ^^ unprodtictiveness in a 
Jlteal mew in proportion to the' capital invested, I refer to 
ife ODiOiiDt of capital engaged in the British sugar trade 
]|t the Weit*India islands, which is estimated at <^ one htm-- 
4re4 mUBens gterling,'''^ the revenue from which is only 
£^600^000 ; that in point of fact, the tea trade requires no 
M^lfll^but mhkt is necessary to provide fireight; to pay 
ifttt ^Aocft- ttd factors reared in the' service; aod rent 
4k#^iMtfi^iiMiiMft, ^&c^ employed during the periods of 
|i*iwiltitr Maid sale; the pHncipal portion of the. cost 
li ' w«aith drawn from India, and [HrogtaUy trasw- 
itd Ibis country by means dT the tea trade; so 
^liMt'totalk of unprofitableness in.proportioo to the capital 
\tm wlMNi is rididulous^ for it cannot be placed in comparison 
Vfkb ilDf olber trade. With i^egard to the duty on tea 
Mngf ^ imotrfoin in amownt, and instead of rising with 
' IM^wmkh and population of the country, yearly falling 
'^1^ I iMKloriy direct attention to the taUe at page 65, 
aMl'to^ subsequent comparative statements, asalsato 
ib^ibet of the revenue from tea diminishing in proporticm 
fc !tb^ kssening of the price, a circumstance ¥^ich is 
stadiouflly oveHooked in the consideration of this que^- 
IIqb;' I shall only notice one more allegation under this 
iMady #iar. that the tea trade duty ^^ia chargeable wi$h the 
smm 0f £€00,000 in the shape of a umuiow taw, imd 
mpan the people in 1784, and since continued for the: safce 
^ protecting a monopoly against the people themselves**^ 
'pk 1783 the annual consumption of tea in England was 
aiheiit £,000,000 lbs. and the duty was £27 per cent. : in; 
1784 Mr. Pitt lowered this duty to 12 per cent., in order to 
\sf die effect thereof in extending the use of tea among. 
tbk poorer class of society : but to prevent the revenue 

• State of the Colonial Commerce of Great Britain ; Trueman 
and Cook. 
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suffering, a window duty was established, whidi was in fact 
a species of property tax^ by its being levied on bouses of 
a certain rent, which persons having a superfluity of 
income could alone afford to live in : the duty on tea, 
however, did not long remain at £18. IQs. pes cent. ; iav 
1796 it was raised to from £80 to £S0 per cent* ondif«Mtt 
teas in 1799 to £S5, in 1800 to £40, in 1808 to £50, ill 
1806 to £96, and in 1819 to ^100 percent on all 
teas sold above the price of 8«. per Ib.^ . If the duty tMlpt' 
tea had been kept at ^18. \0s. per cent, then, Jpidio^ j^v 
the charge respecting the £600,000 window-ta:^ wnifiliC^ 
havd been reasonable ; but the rapidly augmented du^ oiin 
tea shews its utter falsity. ^"^" 

Sufficient, I think, has been said, to epable.an u^xr^ff^ 
diced reader to form a conclusion relative to the reJoeuuM^,, 
tea. Whether it would be prudent to baeatd tMcb^mit; 
important item of the national income of^piere speold|4i1H9^.^ 
grounds, the folly of which has been deponBtratM\ ^yA\ 
analytical enquiry, requires no train of re^umwbg to.aoftwmA'ji 
and it is by no means certain whether tea has not attaiiMl^ 
its rMMnmwnh of consumption in this country,. a peiriod^H* 
which a clear-sighted financier will admit should be ,ciM*''l» 
fully attended to: for any attempt to force theconsumptiQi^.f 
of a luxury beyond a given point, is sure.to .tur^.j^M^ilv 
current of public taste in another direction, which Au^tii 
not prove* equally beneficial to the Ch^AQ^Upr ,of ilI|fH<.v 
Excliequer. ., ..t . -'-MjrhKjni? 

• The duty in Ireland on tea was, until 1800, from id. to 7^ pif %];*^ 
it was then immediately raised to X20 and JCd5 per cent. a4fmlif0fli\\if\ 
in 1802 to ^623 and ^£38; in 1804 to £51 and ^84; ii^ 1806 bwk 
£71 to Je84; in 1810 to J^S; in 1814 to £96; and in 1819 tb iS9*^' 
and j£100. Soch an enormons and rapid increase of doty was 
enottf h to , have crushed the use of tea among an imporeriaiied* 
people. 
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CHAPTER V. 

SALE PRtCE OF TEA IN ENGLAND, AMERICA, AND 
tB$?BJOB^ and COMPARATIVE PRICES OF SUGAR, 
(JQF;FS;BI>)»^i)XGO, &<?. 

^ devH:^ statMsedts have been submitted in evidence, with a view of showinf that the 
Company's exclusive light to supply tea oitails a very heavy tax upon the public, 
mm9^00gi tn tltB irie«R of one witness, to £l,SO(KOOO; of another, to iri,787>8M ; and of 
a third, to £2,588,499,* of which latter sum, however, one-half is acknowledged to be 
• jtheSt^^ But (those statements have been objected to and eontnverMU upon 
thitt they have reference to a trado eondticted diffarenikf from that wMfk the 
ititre has pratcribed to t?te Company ; that the calculations are in some respects orHh" 
, IQ^'IMKvi^ t Mat twy are cfiykMUdmif, hoimnudi as thfy issum^ the rate of exchaqge in 
one year, an4 Uie prices paid to the Company in another ; and that in some of thran the 
fr^f»<{tf|H||iin UUn^-aw i^ted lowsb thahtrb tka could bb pubchasbb roB. 

WITHWT BI8KINO DBTKRIORATION OF QUALITY."— RtfpO It 0/ M0 SfflSCt OowmtUie Of the 

{TeiMf j«f Cprnmotw on the China Trade, 1830, p^[e 99. 

"Bstot^RB «Dt^rnig aa a eonsideratioh of the chf^rge 
agaehii^t th6 Eslst-India Company, of extracting from the 
pddceti3'df the British pul?lic, '* in the shape of a monopoly 
taaf'^i^M tBttf some £2,000,000 sterling per annum^ or 
th^cibbUts';^ I would Vf\^ to state a few facts in 
refi^i^emce to an observation that has been made as to " tea 
hi^ridg been kept at a high price, while other articles have 
be^ diminishing in value." Here, too, I labour under a 
disadvantage : tea, unlike sugar or coffee, being the pro- 
duid0'bf one country where its increased e^^portation, apd 
the'fteculiar customs of the people, have tended to keep 
up ^hie J)rinie cost.^ I have previously shewn the reduction 
wbi^h the East-India Company, notwithstanding these 
impediment!^, have made in the price of tea since the last 
renewal of their charter, and which is still progressing; 
but on examining the leading prices of sugar for a series of 
yearp, I find no diminution of charge to the public* 

*rThe different estimates of the witnesses ie vt&r^ remturkiagf; 
the discrepancy amounts to about ^£200,000. 

t Chinese Monopoly examined, page 7« 

\ Bohea, for instance, in every year, and at all seasons from 8ef. 
to 9<f. per lb. in Canton. 
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Pricb of Jamaica Sugar for Nine Y«an.* 



Yean. 


P«Cwt 


Yeut. 


PerCwt. 


1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 


56*. to 75*. 

57-75 

53 — 75 
52 — 75 
58 — 70 


1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 


55*. to 70* 

64 -^ 75 ' 

57-^ 
59-^71 



Here we find no reduction in price for a long period, 
and yet there was no East-India Company's ^^ monopoly ^ 
to lay the allegation at the door of. But, that it may not 
be said a comparison with British plantation sugar \i trtifair, 
undue protection being afforded to it, I turn to another 
table in which I find an increase. 

Price of Havannah Sugar per Cwt 



1821. 


1823. 


1825. 


1827. 


*-— -"-^ — 1 -■ 


35*. to 40*. 


36*. to 43*. 


44*. to 48*. 


38*. to 44*. 


40*. tb 46^. 

1 J jii^ - 



Notwithstanding the very great importation of slaves 
into the Havannah of late years, and that the cost of a 
labourer is £45, while in the British West-India islands it 
is £87, there is an upholding of the price of sugar. 

The price of coffee has also increased from 1814 to 
1822, and it was not until the reduction of duty stimu- 
lated the foreign growers in various parts of the globe, 
that the price was lowered. i 

* From State of the Gojomal Commerce of Great Britain, Appen- 
dix 6. The duty is included, viz* £\, 7s, per cwt., which was alike 
duriiig the whole period. 
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iNOKBAStNo Prick of Coffee for Eight Years. 



Yean. 


Jnoaioi* 


St. Domingo. 


isis ]•. . 


61*. to 110*. 
68 — 102 
86 — 106 
134 — 156 


72*. to 80*. 


igir * ; 


74 — 75 


1817 ^... ......; 

181? .. .. ...... 


93 — 98 
144 — 148 




• 


Average 


87*. to 118*. 


95*. to 102*. 


• igi9 ....,.....,; 

1822 ..; 


147*. to 165* 

112 — 135 

85 — 125 

85 — 135 


128*. to 134*. 
118 ^120 . . 

98 — 102 

95 — 100 


Average , . 


107*. to 1408. 


109*. to 114*. 



I might refer to many other articles in which no dimi- 
nUf^^ in price^ould be found after a lapse of years. . I 
ifiSt Jbowever, givp merely the average prices of indigo, 
and rice, two Eastern productions. 






{.-. 



Average Prices of Indtgo for Twelve Years.* 



I-! 



f .''r';--- ' 



l>^bd. 



■ t . i ■ I » I -I «' I I > ' ■ 






• i' t 



.r. f 



roml816 to 1821 
' 1822 to 1827 



Increased Price .... 



noeBamal. 



Qidlaarr B«i0d* 



per 111. 
7*. 4d. to 9*. 6d. 
10 10 to 12 6 



5* 



per lb, 
.2o^. to68. lOd, 
7 3 to 9 4 



3*. 6d. to 3*. Od, 



2*. Id. to2*.6rf. 



.( ,frf I' 



' i!^ considerable inci-ease of'price is pbservable, notwith^ 
standing the freest competition in* Bengal^ where many 



♦ Derived from the London Price Current, as given in a work oq 
the Colonial Cominerce of Great Britain. 
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persons have been ruined by their speculations in indigo 
factories, and the monied agents have at length been 
obliged to withdraw a great portion of their usual ad- 
vances to the planters.* 

The price of rice will be found to have increaised in 
London within the last twelve years, notwithstanding' the 
cheapness of the article in the East, and the nece^^ty 
which many vessels were under of quitting India almost in 
ballast for want of freight. 

* The exportation of Bengal indigo has not increased of late 
years, as the following distribution of the crops shew; this fact hating 
come to my notice since I wrote the chs^ter on the comparative 
consmnption, I give the tables here. 



Yean. 



1830-1831 
1829^1830 
1828-18S9 
1897-1098 



ToGieat 
Britain. 



To 
Continent 
of Europe. 



Cheats. 
99,dfi0 
30,500 
90,000 
80,IW) 



Chests* 
5,900 

5,aoo 

5,000 
7*00O 



To 
America* 



Chests. 
1,490 
1,200 
1.000 
3,000 



ToPtnian 
Oulph. 



I 



Chests. 

3,900 

1,800 

900 

1,500 



TotaL 



CSrtstk 
83,000 
88,000 
26,900 
49.000 



The decrease may be accounted for most readily by the increased 
cultivation of indigo in other countries; in the United States as 
well as in South America, and in Java as well as in Manilla. The 
following return gives the exportation from Java for the last few 
years, and the cultivation thereof is said to be rapidly extending, as 
well as that of coffee and sugar. 



- 


1825. 


i-sae. 


1827. 


1828. 


1829. 


1830. 


To Netherlands 
Great Britain 
Sundry places 


lbs, 
4,000 
1,900 
600 


lbs. 
9,000 

1,900 


lbs. 
8,000 


lbs; 

19,000 

9,750 

1,500 


lbs. 
32,000 

14^ 


M50^060 


Total . . 

. .,..' , .J... . • .«. 


5«800 

• • •. - . 


.10,900 


8,000 


93,960 


46,500 


1 

150,000 



' I 



■.t"f 



f '. ■ » 
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Pivic^ of RwSE in Lonbon for Twelve Years.* 



■>■ *i 



-M- 



PrioB per Cvt. 



1820 ...... 

1822 

1823 ...... 

1824 ....... 



Average .. 



. 11^, tQ 16^. 

9 — 12 

9 — 10 

9 -- 12 

10 — 14 

18 -- 22 



PerkML 



...... 



11*. to 14*. id. 



1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 ...... 

1830 



Price per Owt. 



Average . . 



13 — 18 
10— 15 

15 -^ 18 
10 — 14 
13 -- 17 



13*.2fi?.tol8*.2(;. 



I am t^Qipted to give one more table as it is before me, 
and with it I close my comparative remarks: which! 
might have extended to a considerable length if the state- 
ments already given were not amply sufficient to convince 
an unbiassed reader, that, under numerous disadvantages, 
tea will bear comparison with many more favoured articles 
of general use. 

Price of Rum for Ten Years. 



Yens. 



1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 



Price per Gallon. 



1^. 66^. to 2s. 9d. 

18—28 

18^24 

1 7 —2 6 

2 6—34 



'Average 



l8,9d.io2s.9d. 



Vean, 



1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 



Price per Gallon. 



Ill « I i t 



A^rage .. ■ 



3^.0dto4&0(f. 
3 4 — 4 4 
3 3 — 43 
2 3^33 
2 1—3 Q 



28. 9d. to 3*. 9d. 



■ I i n I I I I L I I m 



I » H f v 



". I 1 I ' M I I 



In contradistinction to the foregoing documents, I pro- 
ceed to give the sale price of tea in England, and to de- 
monstrate therefrom how far the price of tea has been 
lowered by a lessening of the charge of expenditure in 



* State of the Commerce of Great Britain, Appendix G. 
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procuring it, for the cost of real tea at Canton has not 
itiattrMry Vanned fot many years;- if aiy things? thcw have 
been strenuous efforts to enhance itsr^ price' by the Hong 
m^pejbapiVs and tea-men. Let it be permitted me, first, to 
shew the manner in which the tost df tea is enha&ced to 
the., British public, for which the East-India Company are 
so iinjustly blamed. Mr. Mills, a tea-broker^ ;^tated in faftsf 
ev^ence before the Lords,* ** that congou ted. offetjed^'^'iTc 
sal^ by the East-India Company (by the most open- oobi^' 
petition, be it remembered), at \s. Sd. often fetchf^^^.,^., 
and other congou tea put up at 9^. Id. has fetched ^. 7c2J' 
Taking the first as an example, the retail cost would 
^tand thus : 






^One lb., of congou put up at the East-Iiidia Company's "1 | 5 

'• ^alc at .'.......'..'.»•.■.'• .*;■'•'. . .'. . ♦.•..:;.<. w .liV. j'j Y^^'-' ^'■iii'^ 

■* 

:^ Arbiter's for the sake of keeping up the market^ w.hi^h'l ; > •; .\)i\) 
4 . I Jthey avow it is for the interest of the trade, so to 4o, > 9 . 

'f i^^tiie&emngpride .:...^:;:::..::i.;:! ^< 

.^jjpvnjha$ing price by the broker's . . ...,.♦ , . ... , >....,. , % 5 ^ 

^ jpi^ty levied by the crown 2 5 

Jletailer's profits, brokerage, &c. &c 2 i 

►acvf ' . ,Shpp price .,,.-.* .., 7 ? , 

^ *^^* ■-'■': ' . • • ■ '-■: . ' •■ • •■'•• - ■ ■ . .i..> ■"•■ 'vh;:? 
v/:Thuf5 it will be seep, that what the Company ojfer; tp 

s§U.4^t l«r 8cL is raised to 7«, before it, rje^cljes^ the pi^- 

sumer's table. /The annexed table presents a vi^W pf wt^t 

the brpkers chose to pay for the tea, not the lesser price 

at which AeOotopany pffered tosell it. ^^ '-* -v-h ♦ 

. e •■ •> , '■' 

■ ' .y-'.> .,> J cfA • ; .' ,> ■. ; ..- ■■ ; . .. ., ^...... .. V.'- ..^^ ri , ^ 

• Vide, page 847, Query 6448. 
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)'»ii --t.it* f''»M j/ > 'J ".. . 



Sii,i^KL.P9^^jp«[^(P|ra^cl, in England, of the several Sorts of Tba 
'I! ili iilj ^{'ui.iPQff general use, for Ten Years.* 





From 1814-15 
tQ 1919-Sp. 


Tea. 


tol89»^. 


Ddk^iiil i-i- Wv.'periK. 
Hjnoo .'<^v4[(w .r*'*)('' 


2 6 

3 

3 2 
.5 3 


Boheat .... 
Congo t .... 
Twankayt •• 
Hyson t .... 

Average 


per lb. 
.. „ 

• • >» 


s, d. 

1 7 

2 3 

2 6 

4 . 4 




3 6 


2 8 



It must not be supposed that the Company have received 
at this rate for each of the teas above-mentioned ; some teas 
are put up without an^ price affixed tothem^ in order that 
they may be sold atany risk : for instance, from 1828 to 1831 
there were offered for sale at the India-House 6,278,618 lbs. 
of tea more than the brokers would purchase lest the market 
should be overstocked, and this tea would be subsequently 
offered at any price, were it fit for sale ; if not, the Com- 
pany .know their own interest too well to offer a bad 
article, as the public taste would be thereby lessened; 
hence they have at different times destroyed large quan- 
tities of tea, rather than incur such a risk or palm off a 
bacF article on the people. The following table will shew 
itf 'a diear light, the advantages derived by a well-l^gu- 
ikij^ litid responsible system of management. 

• From Parliamentary Returns, No. 9, and Appeiiduc. 

t ,T1ie average price of these teas last year was la.Sd,, 2s,, 2s, 2d,f 
and 3;. 7d., which would reduce the average to 2s, ^jd. 



AtuiiMATi QoiKVivT and »ix» Aummt wrrM'lU'BhbiJfitl^ 
two Perio^ 48jpoaatntive ,o( t^n I^(oy^4BM,jflij^ji;M„f^ 
' Diif'iNiSHEB Fbiox to the PuBLia 



V»n. 


(Jv-nttty. 


SikADKnint 


v« 


«. (h«.OtTi ■ 


8^A»Md 


1814.... 
1816.... 
1816.... 
1817.... 
1818.... 
1819.... 
1820.... 
1331.... 


27,820,643 
26,234,242 
21,029,843 
23,401,706 
26,068,870 
25,032,484 
24,483,970 
25.492,001 


£. 

4,794,359 
4,109,668 
3,114.479 
3,502,388 
3,987,007 
3,489,385 

3,666,642 
3,632,924 


1823 
1 1824 
1835 
1826 
1827 
1S2S 
1829 
1830 
1831 

Total 


... 26,206,546 

. . . 26,fi3a|3ai 

... 27,803,668 
... ■27;7M,S78 
... 28,I2MH 

'.'.'. 29,S77§ 
... 30,720,085 

..254,886,398 


■3;7i3>i^ 

3^741,408. 

,}i,mjKti 


1822.... 




Total .. 


226,426,988 


33,499,149 


51,756«i 


Inobe 
Pint do 


HK IN 

., IIm 


QWABTITV. J 

254,^,598 

225,425^8 | 


Diminution 

First period ...i 
LwtDo. 


IN Pkiob. 


Iimm 


a9k469,«i0 1 


OimmMkm.... 


joasifiia 



By 'Comparing tin two first withtbe t«o.last y«V^ iMf^ 
mentt oC t^- &ti^|oIng' taUe w^l be in^re 'fu^jM^M-- 



AooiavATB QuANTiTT sod SatxAik 



Ymn. 


QBartttj-. . 


SHaPRiCMiU. 


Y^ 


8««itttj. . 


8^P«<.^. 


!i}J:::: 


37,820,fi4» 
26,234,244 


4;i02,668 


1828.... 
1831.... 

Total .. 


30i26*,«8 

30.720^8* 




Tot»l .. 


64,054,887 


8.897,027 


60,984,583 





I thiolc this document sufficient to refute ,tb^ «iillB*Hl,i 
gation of Mr. Crawfurd; when attacking the FKncb.for.^ 
permitting a sovereign monopoly of tobacco, he says: " I 



M 



udmk nt ionor/that ithe aioBopi^jr {? }of Ike EnfllliHiii 
GiHnpany'^iii t^-dbeb ik)t tribour tin^a: .€^%u^l .#W(dvfui«> 
tages; die Company have, the .£e«r of public o]Hiiioa 
before .'ilkeirfieye^) in ^^eountry wbece public ojHBiei^ h 
80Hi^i«(9& pretty loudly expressed ; they have b^ore their 
^^^'^joJljoyi^ idili,^^^ fear-ipf lopog theii: laoiiopoly; t\m^ 
fleBttC^(ae«€htedi^<ii|)on the iqualUy of the supply, but, ja$ 
«9^j^^ij^^a^>rSt^ prQ¥^, . none at aU upon, thft 

•jf|a^fi8ti;the> latter, passage with the preoedkig tables: 
iitS^i^jqp^ce|j^ and ooagou^ heSoxie^ren, and wit)i 

the follomng ooodiusiMe staten^eort; of ihe prices of <dl ^ 
£^-¥ndla Company's teas since the last renewal of the 
Charter. 



A Statement, showing' the Average Sale Price per Pound of 
all ']^,#As 9old by the East-India Compakt, in each Year during 
" vi W^s^flt Charter. 



"hli. 



*:i.r.<:r#iii.^ 



limn .,...: 

1817-18 

1818-19 

.1820-21 ...... 

1B21«22 ...... 

i 



ATens^ JMtMB, 



V S' 



3 

2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 



1-23 

ihsa 

0.78 
0-23 
9-16 
9-43 
10-19 



Vean. 



ATeragePxHees.' 



1822-23 

Id23''24 ..••.. 

1^4-25 

1825-26 

1826-27 

1B27-28...... 

1828-29 

1829-30 



9m 



2 

2 
2 
2 
2 

2 



6-40 
456 

3.07 
3 



tVl^t betomes of t!he allegation, as to there being no 
ch6i&\\m n't^ Qo»npati chiarging nny pfi^fdr phdr tmy 
wbm^w^^^ha'ih^ the siale price, 

&e bfdkei^, iii fact, preventing itHnidr^ rapid tieductioii P 
ftut let observalioil be directed tb America, as to wheflier 
the ^e pdce of tea be diminished there; such btight to.be 
Aedo^^^hen %e conflidier the ext^nsi^ns failttres of <die 



■ 1' '■ 



•■<:'?)'■ *Vr ? 






OS 



iri^rehantft thaft have taken plaoe in ''tb^iStaitfsyilqr vhicb 
t^ became a drug in theimarket ; 'andiiriien it isnsemeln- 
bered that the Americans by not purchasinj^ jtheir teaa^'liy 
contract, but frequently buying the refuse of thepastseascoi, 
obtain them at a cheaper rate than ^ East*india Com- 
pany, who, on account of the large quantity required, and 
by reason of the commutation act, which ' 6bii^ them 
to keep a yearns 8upply;always on hand, hav£i been .^neces- 
sitated to make considerable advances to the tea-men, 
besideis pa}dng a higher price for their teas, which Captain 
Coffin and Mr. Bates reluctantly admit to be— '^^^ frtf^ 6 to 
10 per cent better than their (the American) tefts."*' ' ' 

AvBRAOB Sale Pbiob of Tka at New York for'TsN .ys^iis, 

exclusive of Duty.* 



From 1820 to 1824. 



Qualitiet of Tea. 



Imperial 

Gunpowder.. .. 

Hyson 

Young Hyson . . 
'H^on Skin .. 
Souchong .... 




From 1825 to 1829. 



Qualida of Tbft. 



,•■. > 



['■ -iik. 



* f ^ M ■* I 



■ ! I J « J| fi'«if ( i 



Imperial 

Gunpowtieri... 
Hyson .......*, 

Young Hyson . • 
Hyson Skui.«». 
Souchong .... 



3 


ifM 


3.' 


5^ 1 


2 


JO., 


. 1 


t*:> 


1 


^2 


. oC, 


- »'!_* 



KH i 



I have not quoted the prices of congou 6r bohea in Uiis 
table, because there is scarcely any used in the States, and 
I have given the lowest as well as the highest prices 
quoted ; but it is generally understood in Aip^ric%^h^|ythe 
lowjer priced teas can with difficulty be recogili2^ '>tt|lea, 
and that they have been sold at ^< ruinous'" loesvto^athe 
importers who have speculated in them ; indeed, from 18S5 

* Delivercfd into the Parliamentaiy Committee by Mr.-lV|ijlQejt, an 
American tea merchant, derived from the Price 'Curr^ts^,- and 
reduced to sterling at the exchange of 8 per cent, premium. 
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there iBtiapraoe maxked tospngou at all; the fairest OKKje 
.o£u seeing jthfi>ftic]lMttang' cost of tea ia to look , at ,jt|^ 
vrtmiinierBtiiigpriee&vi . . ^ : ., 

'^LB'/RiftBot^liobi) New York, exclosive of Btfty, 

'iiity ) (.rbf Jw^^'Si' 'Y^A««»f I shewing the eilhanced price* . ..^ 









t<er m. 

«» » » ■ I 



From 1825 to 1829. 



QualltinofTeB.' 



.Jihperial ...... 

*^^ <i&ttopbVdeT .:'. 

Hyson .,;.,,,• 

Young HysOri ' '. 

Hyaon S^in . . . 
'^^ SbQchbh^ .. . . . 



I I « , ■ ' I I !■ I 



.!■'> 



3 4 

3 7 
2 10 

2 4 

1 7 
1 5 



Average 



.'. t 



2 6 



Imperial 

Gunpowder .... 

Hyson 

Young Hyson . . 
Hyson Skin .... 
Souchong.. .. .. 

Average .. 






J. 


rf. 


3 10 


3 10 


3 


3 


3 


2 


2 


2 


2 


4 


3 


1 



._^ 



That it may not be surmised the increase of price 
during the latta* period is owing to the Americans having 
haijd to pay a larger sum for their teas at Canton, I submit 
two periods, at which Captain Coffin and Mr. Bates state 
th^yvpaid the annexed prices for tea in China; wHilther 
tU^y Ux>uld pirchase good tea at those prices is aiiother 
question. 

Prime Cost of Tea purchased hy the Americans at Canton, 
'A(-, <\i ^ dtiniig Two Periods mentioned in the foregjCHBg ToiU^. ^ 

bmr-rr-r-rrr- — ^— ' — >. — ■ *- 



i ' L - 



f f ■ 



*A£ J. 



(ii),a.^j J.- .,;'-..;. In 1822. 

^^^^BWm^hong .;\fv. 22 to"d?toies. 

Young Hyson . . 36 
ttfiCAtogOtt ' .. 21 to 22 



In 1829. . 



Perpecul. 

Sonehonr . . «*^ H to .Sfitdes. 
Hysop Skin , . . . 9 to .18", 
Young Hyson*. . 20. to 35 
Googou >. v-v 14 to 30 y 7 



* Mr. Milne's Evidence before the House of Commons on the 
i CnitiaTrade, page 136. 
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Bot I have jtt mow oondmrt^ ttMnkkiy ' (hitti* Bfr. 
Miloe^ on this pomt, it is that of an oppoii e i it of ihe Xaot- 
India Company, who has strenuously fabomed to pf#Te 
the evils of the present sjrstem, while badly applandiiq^ 
that of America, quite fiyrgetful that by fais own ihewingf' ' 
tea has fallen in price thirty per cent, on Ae avcn^ 
within the last fifteen years in England, while, by the Ibt^' 
lowing table, the very same authority demonstrates tbat*' 
the cost of tea is tnoreo^tf^ in America.* "''' 

1 J : It I 

Atebage Price of American Teas for Ten Ysabs f$rcfu^nm.i9i*^. 
Duties, as given in by Mr. Crawfurd to the Select Committee of 
the House of Commons, shewing the iacreasingf Pric^ of Tem^li^' 
New York. The DolUr »t 4s. 3)<2. sterling. From .|<feif Jj^.p 
Price Currents. 



T«Mb 



Hyson .. 
Young \ 

Hyson J 
Hyson 1 

»ciji../ 
Bouchoog 

Aversges 



1820. 1821. 



s, (Ls, dm [9. d» 
2 62 5 



1 11 

1 2 
1 1 



I 9 

1 2 
I I 



1 81 7i 



1822. 



2 6 
1 10 

1 2 
1 3 



I 8* 



1823. 



1824.1825 



#r ^f. 4. 



s, 4k 



2 62 10 3 1 

2 ^2 8 I2 8 

1 7^ 2 .2 1 



u i, 9^ 4. 

27^" 



1 4 



1 7 



17 



2 0^ 3{2 4i 



1826. 



1827. 



I y ■ ' 



2 3 

1 7 
1 6 



3 

2 7 

1 7 
1 11 



1828. 



i.dxU ■ 4.'" 
292^. 



2 3 
1 6 



li 



1 H||2 3i|l llf 



182».' 1 



i 3 

1 7 



1 llf ' 



Remarks. — These are average prices of bad and good teas,, and 
when we recollect the circumstance unirersally admitted offlie''^ 
American markets being glutted with every kind of rubbish caltM ^ 
tea, the prices of the latter years are high enough indeed. , . • t 



• The New York price current of September 21, 1831»safv ?^<*«f» 
is anl advance of about fifty per cent, an the prices given 0. 






ago for tea .'" From several other New York price current^ thm^I, 
have seen at Lloyd's, I make the following extracts to shew, Uiat 
although nominal prices may be quoted, it is not easy to get buyers' 
even at those low prices ; ^^ we do not learn that any of the late #m^ ""*: 
portations of tea have been sold : qfthe three caraoes noticed in our lasty 
part will he forwarded to Boston.^*^-** A small part only of the Ho- 
nuxiCs cargo sold." New York price current, 18th January 1832.— 



" Quality of the cargoes of tea recently arrived from Canton by the 
It(Uy and Pearl was generally inferior.^'' New York price current. 
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If ^tpistiou, ,||f| xiiiwted to pages 89^90, and 91, it will 
be,,^^ tjl^,|I^^^^jt^Ipdia Company are yearly lowering 
thc^P^ce of; ]t^ wldle! tb^ very reverse is taking place on 
tbe.qont^^t pf J^rope and America; indeed if there be 
np iiyj^^qipu^ interference with the Company, the cost in 
Ei^l^d wiUf cpntinue to diminish in consequence of the re^ 
ductioifi jn^^ight,^ and by reason of other measures which 
ar^ npw, ijgi prpgresa- I conclude for the present with Ame- 
rica by the annexed table, demonstrative of the increased 
price of tea after ten years free trade mania ; and I would 
request it'to be borne in mind that it is by such prices as 
tHptse! which 1821 exhibit, and which the American wit- 
nekiied befi5re Pai^liament JBuiknowledge to be not only " tm- 
pr^able'*'* but also ** very ruimmsy'f yet it is by a com- 
pa^fipfi ;with such. prices tlmt Mr» Crawfurd and others 
charge the East-India Company with extracting one or 
two^ millions sterling from the pockets of the tea drinkers 

inEn^df ;!;:;;.... 

January 21st, 1 832.^In order still farther to shew that mere nam^s 
and 'prides af^rd do criterion of value, as the New York priee cor- 
rent;; 27th Api^l 1831, jastly admits, when speaking of several cargoes 
of tea sold in 1831, which *^had been imparted several yearsy^ I give 
thei foUpwing extract from one of the last American price currents 
at Lloyd^s, and yet the prices here given of rejected teas would he 
compared with those of approved good teas in England ! . . < 

** y<?fl»; Tlie cargo 01 the ship Alert, recently arrived from Can- 
ton, waaofl^red at auction on the 19th March 18132, and sale made df^ 
784 packages. York liyson at 71 a 95 ; 93 chests Skin, 51 a 52 ; 347 
small tioxes Hyson, ,77 cents; 2,156 small ditto of Gunpowder and 
Imperial, 97 a 121 ; 60 chests Twankay, 45 ; 1,266 chests and half 
cheats Souchong, 37 a 41 ; and 432 ditto ditto Bohea, 30 a 30^ cents. 
Altogether 5,138 packages, most small. The gualify qf these tecLs w^s > 
not ^ekiBf oily appYo^ed, and a dknsiderahle part of the catalogue toas 
withd/iKdn. New York price current, 9 Ist June 1832. 

•. liir. Milne, Mr* Bates, &c. 

f.Tb^ estimated freight for 1834 is 2'57<i?. forhlack, and 3-21^. 
for green teaef. 
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PuoB of T^A in Ambbioa M two pmods of T»|i Ybam ittt«??ml, 

the first (1821), as given in by Mr. Crawfurd; the latter from the 
New York and New Orleaiis thrice Giirrents, doty not incladed.- 



Teas.* 



Bohea 

Souchong ...... 

Hyson ^kin .... 

Young Hyson . . 

Hyson . . ; 

Gkinpowder • • . • 

• Average .... 



Price of tM In 

America 
in July lei. 



1— *- 



10 



1 
1 
1 
2 
3 



1 
2 
9 
5 




1 8 



I 



Prtworfwin 

America 
attbei 
ofU 



S, d. 



1 

2 
2 
3 
3 

4 



7t 
1 

6 
2 

M 
3* 



2 10 



• ■ J ^^.^Jm 



oC Price 





I 
1 


1 



1 



4* 

4 
5 
H 



■' The prices in the second column shew that so far frttnit 
being true that tea is cheaper in America than in EnglanU, 
the contraiy is the case. In 1828, 1829, 1830, there were 
upwards bf 8,000,000 lbs., of Bohea sold at the India-' 
House, which on the average did not exceed ' 1^. add Gcf. 
per lb. ! The muchong sold at New York, is a species of 
Congo; and in the taUes given in by Mr. Crawfurd^ he 
states that Gmgo was selling for Id, per lb. in Ameriea,. 
idiilc Bohea, the lowest description of tea at Canton^ was 
selling at Wd. ! So much for the des^ncUions of tea, fyit 
although — 

<< A rose hy any other name wonld smell as sweet ;^ 

I question whether the British public under the American 
system of tea importations would long pride themselves 
as connoiseurs, in the flavour of bohea, congo, pekoe, or 
hyson. 

In a lengthened series of oiBcial correspondence, between 

* In the American Price Currents at the end of 1831 and begin- 
ning of 1832, there is no Congo, Campoi, Pekoe, or Twankay men- 
tioned. 
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tbe Court of Directors and the Select Committee at Canton* 
relatlvejto the efforts making by the latter to keep up the 
quality and increase the quantity of good teas in the Canton 
market, particularly that oi souchong (which the Americans 
can afford to sell at Is. \d, in New York, while the Com- 
pany with their universally acknowledged jHreference of 
choice and command of capital, are unable frequently to 
obtain it at any price), I find the following extracts: 

'* We are concerned to acquaint your Honourable Court, that 
the souchong teas which have hitherto been submitted to our 
examination are a very indifferent parcel, and are deficient both In 
quantity and quality. The chop. Lap Sing, however maintains its 
usual superiority." 

** The souchong teas in each succeeding year appear to decrease in 
ptaniiiy and qualitifj and in the present season are a very indifferent 
parcel.'* 

'* No contracts appear binding in China beyond the will of the parties^ 
for there is no doubt in many instances in the present season a por- 
tton of the contract twankay chops were kept back by the tea 
fAesrchantSy emd qfter being pounded and miofed with wo-pino teas, sold 
to the Americans I The process might be witnessed at a place regu- 
larly appropriated for the purpose on the opposite side of the river : 
with a knowledge of these facts the merchants were unable to pre- 
vent thmn!" 

For a long period it was a matter of astonishment what 
the Chinese required such large quantities of Prussian 
blue* for ; and it was at last discovered that the article 
was required for giving a bloom and freshness to old 

* Vide Appendix to the First Report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons from page 907 to 920. 

t A late number of the " Canton Register," mentions a fact con- 
nected with this subject, which is one instance out of many> of the 
desire to be independent of foreigners, it. is as follows : ** Prussian 
blue, an article which was formerly brought in considerable guanti- 
iies/rom EngUmd^ is now totally shut out from the list of imports, in 
consequence of its mode of manufacture being acquired by a China- 
man in London; and from timely improvement it has been brought 
to that perfection which renders the consumers independent of foreign 
supply /" 

II 
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unsaleable teas, or to the leaves of various plants which 
are sold at Canton under the denomination of tea ; a &aud 
which it requires long experience to detect. So far as 
regards quality, no means are left untried which the unpa- 
ralleled cunning and ingenuity of a Chinaman can devise 
to impose on foreigners ; and as to weight, the plentiful 
addition of iron Jilinga is a ready resource, or peculiarly 
heavy and dark sand, which the application of the magnet 
will not detect. And here it may not he irrelevant to 
mention the mode which the Company's Select Committee 
at Canton adopt to secure good teas. Congou, which 
forms two-thirda of the whole tea consimicd in this country 
(and of which, as the tea-brokers state," there are nearly 
one hundred saviples at each quarterly India House sale, 
which sell at various prices), is contracted for with the 
Hong merchants and tea-men in the preceding season, by 
which a steadiness of price and ample supply is secured. 
On its arrival in Canton, sample chests of the chop-f- are 
instantly forwarded to the teiuhall belonging to the Com- 
pany, where ihey immediately undergo the most vigilant 
examination by the aid of various tests, and that skill 
which long experience alone supplies, and for which the 
Company's tea inspectors are so justly praised. These 
officers then report their opinions to the Select Com- 
mittee in writing, and the chops are raised or lowered in 
price according as the inspectors declare them to be supe- 
rior or inferior to the contract; if below contract price, 
they are altogetker rejected ; to this award or to any 
reduction in price the Chinese make no demur ; they sub- 
mit to the decision of the factory, conscious from long 



Vide iimro 8!)3, First Report of the Select Cotnniittee of the 




experience tRat'it will be honourable, and that the exami- 
nadciQ is skilful and just. 

^ The chops are inspected again when weighed for ship- 
ment; one out of every twenty chests is selected by' the 
receiving officer, and its contents accurately compared 
witK the muster chests, when the fate of the whole chop is 
finally decided on as to acceptation and price. But severe 
as & this scrutiny, it is not the only means adopted to 
supply good tea to the public : on the arrival of the tea in 
London every chest is submitted to a most careful exami- 
nation on its being submitted for sale ; the Company con- 
tributing to defray the expense of printing the voluminous 
results of the brokers'* examinations. These brokers are 
perfectly independent of the Company; they go into 
details of great nicety and subdivisions, and as their long 
experience of the public taste, and their being under the 
orders of the wholesale tea-merchants, entitles their re- 
marks* to the utmost attention, they are carefully printed 
and transmitted to Canton for the purpose of assisting the 
Select Committee there in their proceedings. 

In the official correspondence before alluded to, and 
which I regret the limits of this work will not permit me 
to quote from, as it would most fully prove the efforts 
made by the Company to lower the price of tea in Canton, 
tp improve the qualities, and insure a regular supply in a 
fluctuating market ; I find the instructions of the Court of 
Directors to their servants abroad, for the last thirty years, 
invariably to be — " decline purchasing low, mixed, and 
adulterated qualities of tea.''' — " None of a low and infe- 
riar sort should be taken.'" Your so acting will " always 



• The high character given to the . East-India Company's teas 
by these independ^nt brokers, who can receive or ask for uo favour 
from the Company, is much to the credit of the judicious systepi 
pursued by the latter. 

H 2 



100 

I 

meet with our apprcbatum^^-^^^ it is our particular desire 
that no tea of a quality described as ^ery ordinofrg may 
be taken even at winter prices.'^* So long ago as 1610, 1 
find in this correspondence the following praisewcnrAy 
ndvice to the Select Committee at Ginton, which I am 
pleased to find is quite corroborative of the opinions I have 
frequently escpressed relative to the careful management 
with which this wonderful branch of commerce has been 
conducted, and which advice by not being attended to by 
the Americans and others, has produced for them a 
diminution of consumption and a decreased trade and 
revenue. 

*' We shall, for the present, dismiss the suhject of winter pur- 
chases with a general precautionary ohservation. The purchase of 
teas which remain in Canton after the ships are despatched, and the 
business concluded for the season, has unquestionably been pro- 
ductive of considerable advantage to us, and if managed with 
prudence, and kept within due bounds, will, in all probability, con- 
tinue to be beneficial ; but we apprehend that an extension of the 
purchases of inferior teas, may, in the end, prove unwise vohi^y, 
inasmuch as the £ieneral character of tea will staffer thereby, and tiie 
^tdi^eision of price at our sales, or diminution of consumpH&n, 
- ihore than countervail the saving in the cost of winter purchases J^i^, 



f When England disregards this wise policy^ she will have 
fli^ple reason to regret it. ^] 

It is said, with as little truth as every other allegation 
has been made, that the Company keep up the price of tea 
in the market by stinting the supply ; my best refutation 
of the assertion is an appeal to facts ; the following Par- 
liamentary document shews the quantity of tea rejected by 

* Winter prices are those for which the refused teas of the 
season are sold, And of which the Americans and Dutch purchase 
largely. 

t Page 922, First Report of the Select Committee of the House 
of Commons. 
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tl^ brpkers as lop faiye a tttfipfy for the market;^ that the 
^^ wm not. rejected in oonsequenoe of its quality admits of 
iaaiple proc^, by a reference to the Appendix to the first 
JSkport of the Select Committee in 18S0, from page 886 
io 954y in which will be found an account of the quarterly 
sales of tea, the price at which it was put up and bought, the 
quantity refused, and the prices which the latter brought 
4it the ensuing quarter sales when put up without any price 
being attached ; and in the sales for all 1831, I find that 
teas put up at no prices brought on the average as much 
as others. Congou from 2«. to 28. Id. ; souchong 2«. M. 
to 2«. Sd.; Campoi &. Id. to 2«. 2d. ; Tawnkay «». to 
2*. Id. ; Hyson skin 2«. Id. ; Young Hyson 2«. Sd. to 
fc. 7d. ; Hyson 28. Id. to 4j«. Many teas offered for the 
first time did not bring as high prices, some indeed not 
more than one farthing on the upset price ! 

. * In addition to the evidence of Mr. Layton on tbis point, which 
will be found at page 110, 1 give that of Mr. W. J. Thompson, an ex- 

Serienced and respectable tea broker, who was examined oefore Par- 
ament in 1830, he said — " We have found that the Company have 
wdformly given quantities equal to the eitpected consumption.^* Tbis 
jgentleman.was asked — " Do you think that the trade has much to 
complain of from the manner in which the Company regulate the 
trade?" — Answer, " I should think not.^* Mr. Thompson was also 
of opinion that common black teas improve by keeping them two years, 
$h«t they get stronger, and then there is an increased demand for 
them. Every farmer knows how much more valuable old hay is than 
new. 
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This table admits of a comment beside that of proving 
an abundapt isapply ; it is the barometer, if I may so term 
it bar whieh the Company regulate their sales ; when it is 
fouud that a quantity of any tea is rejected at the quarterly 
auddon, aoorresponding or fnost p]X)bably a greater demand 
has been observed to take place in some other sort, hence, 
at the next ensuing sale, there is a diminished offer of the 
refused quality and an increased supply of the one more 
in request; yet strange to say, the Company have been 
blamed for this admirable mode of watching the public 
wishes and taste ! The aggregate quantity or a greater is 
furnished, the difference consists in the quality called for ; 
would not the Company be justly entitled to blame if they 
persisted in forcing a tea into the market which was not 
wanting ? 

As I propose to examine minutely the alleged prices of 
tea on the continents of Europe and America according to 
the consular returns, I close this chapter with an important 
document ; it is the price of tea in England and Canton as 
compared with other countries ; it will be seen that on the 
average tea, even of similar denominations^ is cheapen 
m England than in any part of continental Eurppe oi: 
America ! 

I have framed the table with the utmost attention to cor- 
rectness. The price in England, is from a document laid 
before the House of Lords, showing the result of the four: 
sales at the India House in 1831. Some of the teas were 
sold at lower prices than those affixed ; for example^ ther^; 
were 821,617 lbs. of congou sold at 1«. 8c^. to 1«. lOc?. ; 
^99^8 lbs. of souchong at 2«. M. to 9,8. Sd. ; and so on 
of the other sorts. The authorities whence I derive my 
statements are acknowledged in the margin ; the late prices 
currents may be seen at Lloyd's ; the consular retumsl in 
the evidence before Parliament ; and I am indtebted to the 
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politeness of Dr. Kdly, and the assistance which his 
valuable Cambist has afforded me for the conversion into 
sterling of the price-currents. The highly respectable 
Hamburgh house of Suze and Sibbeth have courteously 
converted the Hamburgh prices, and I am under obliga> 
tions to the urbanity of the patriotic Dutch firm of Messrs. 
Moens and Dauncy for the Holland prices. From the 
American prices I have subtracted the new rate of duty. 



Sale Pbu i™* »■» 1829, and by the latest Price-currents of 1832 ; 
ctable mercantile houses. 





■i 


REMARKS. 


COUNTRIES. 






England. 

Bunia 


Zl 4 


fAvBw p>l« >t which B0.W3.5M Ibi. of «a wB.. o«ta«l fpr, imd .^. .t the 
} IndS iVniueinaMIRaii of which 1,883,0011 ])■. >n7e|>ut up wllhoul aur Jtnd 
) Drioi aod baldra which. \,im.mi Urn. w«e rcfiiKa hy U» broheti, a Kb 
L large a tapplsfflir lilt mttka. 


Mew York... 


non 


{ ^Ti£&.3g,'3%^»ii"=;=^';^-s^ 


Kew Orleans 




I Ili..am.linIiHniirt, "wfcumanmtf-a™." 


Fnuice 


7 1 " 


( Prom [Ml OwtiinHw te Pto« de Pim.Blh April lEoa. A BBntlemiin in PmIi 
hu pulicuhirly enquired Ow retwl pries of la Uireughoul Ifrmct., iml Uita 


PortupJ ... 


S IDS 


rFromPDlAaM««n>fU<k> Pu^Llibon, ^h April 1B39. The duty on tea li IS 


HoUand 


4 ?2 




Bremen 


3 4 


Bremen, Hay Isl.lS^. Fiunlibed me from Mesm. R^d, Irvhig, md Ca. 


HuDbui^b... 


3 4i,10 


X Hai>burgichAbatd Sailing, m>lAi>rUlS!e. 


DMtlig 


7 Si 




Frankfort... 


5 2 


{'Sa'SS'.KK'S.'Si.'S^ttSK,-.!--'*'"''- 


Denmult ... 


iion( 


{-Ksra-Sifsi "T.tt^sK'ssi^sscs.'? 


BomaD SUte» 


& 


{'^'CKMSltTi'slJ'.'fTS.SiJSSS."-'""'"* 


I-ubeck 


4 10 il 


Duty ) per cent, ad valnieni. Coniular return. 


Triesle 


n^ 


-wAl Timie there li no duty, Mid»l Leghorn it h> Dominel. The i™. although 


reghorn ... 

Sicily 

Naple. 


Skin, whldi may be bought 6t w. per lb. it Canton. The Cmiul re^oita 
that 3.000 Ibitk^ by an^m«ican v^ ■■ «m. ,«.r. ^.- >tm OIOM^Zb. 
•nU, anditwrnddbeaoMataOHi cail. Teduction if buyen BMld be Ibind 

S^%'s,lLl\f-SL'\?'i»s?..'Siu'^i'Te;stg-^fis 

^k^AtSicUy, KlthaughlheprlceHI,, uidS... theConwIi^ th.&ta 
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CHAPTER VI. 

EXAMINATION OF THE CONSULAR RETURNS, OF THE 
TEA BROKERS' EVIDENCE, AND OF THE PRICES 
GIVEN IN BY DR. KELLY, THE CAMBIST, TO PAtl- 
LIAMENT. 

*' A mere eomperiaon of prkei aflbrda no Just criterion* there being TA&iout kxiids or 
T£A eietawf under the tame denofiHiMtton."— Report of the Select Committee ot the House 
of Commons in 1830. 

It was thought by the Ikte President of the Board of 
Control, that a comparison between the prices paid for tea 
on the Continent and in this country would be a fair mode 
of judging of the Company'^s charges ; the project was 
carried into effect, and samples of tea were forwarded by 
his majesty^s consuls from several countries^ with the cost 
prices affixed. These samples were submitted to several 
brokers for valuation, and the result thereof has been much 
lauded as an argument against the East-India Company. 
A brief examination will shew how little cause for exulta- 
tion there is in these returns, for if they prove any thing, 
it is absolutely in favour of the Company ! Judging of 
tea by the price thereof is the most fallacious mode of test- 
ing its worth ; and happily, I have an illustration before 
me. A favourite topic for declamation has been that 
bohea may be purchased on the continent of Europe or 
America for 8d. or 9d. per lb., while the East-India Com- 
pany charged double that sum. The table of prices at the 
end of the last chapter shews the utter falsity of this alle- 
gation, even as regards the mere name, without any refe- 
rence to quality, there being a great variety of < bohea' 
teas good and bad. The word * bohea ^ is a corruption of 
the word ^ fFoo-E,' the name of the hills in the province of 
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Fo-kien, where the Uack teas grow, which are required fior 
European consumption. Bohea is in fact the refuse of all 
the bUck teas, which are not thought worthy oi being 
packed in the tea country ; and are brought to Canton in 
baskets, there thrown into heaps along with all the refuse 
black teas that have remained unsold for aereral years, and 
then packed at leisure. This tea was tanoffoAj impaited by 
the Company under the name of camman bokea; but it 
was found that lawness of price would not insure extended 
consumption of tea in England any more than we have 
seen it has failed to do in other countries, and the Company 
accordingly relinquished the further importation of the 
common bohea since the last eighteen years ; anxious how* 
ever to supply for the poorer classes of society an intertaa- 
diate tea between that of ^^ common bohea ** and eongo^ the 
Court of Directors directed the exportation of a secondarg 
class of Congo teas adapted to the .wants of the humbkif 
ranks of people ; this tea was necessarily higher priced thanf 
the ^^ common bohea ;^ the prime cost being nearly Is.dd. 
per lb., but cheaper than the congo, and the Company gave 
it the name of " best bohea ;" the prefix " best "^ was soon 
dropped while the usual appellative remained, and the new 
tea daily grew in favour with those by whom the ^^ c ommo n*^ 
was rejected. A comparison between this ilea and .what 
goes under the denomination of bohea in Europe and Am^. 
rica.is.obtioujily absurd, yet such has been made afliid the^ 
(Uflferenco.of price triumphantly quoted aseyidence againsi 
the Company for extortionate charges! . The Londl» 
brokuTH appointed by government to examine the samplefi^ 
of tea sent from abroad, corroborate the truth of th^0e"MS» 
marks,, for Jthey observe that the bohea samples are ^'iIsifv: 
cidedkf inferiofr in- (puaUty to amy imported >oflate fMti' 
by tk9 ff^noumble Company /*' In addition to this-jCaiMe - 
fur diflevence of price between the < continental^ and 'Engliitf> 
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bohea, it must be remembered also that common teas were 
selling in Europe and America, at the very time these 
samples were purchased, at ^^ ruinous prices^* and that 
an article called bohea was tendered for sale at 5d. and 6cf. 
per lb., when the vilest description of bohea could not be 
bought at Canton for less than Id. Nay, even souchong 
(so called) was selling at 8d. at Hambiu*gh, whoa the Com« 
pany's agents in China, with their immense command of 
capital and influence, — a first offer of all black teas brought 
into the market, and a desire to fulfil the repeated and 
urgent instructions of the Court of Directors at home could 
not procure the real or best souchong at any price, and were 
obliged to content themselves with purchasing every leaf 
of the " middling souchong " they could obtain, at nearly 
three times the price for which the Americans were pretend- 
ing to sell a similar article in the foreign markets ! But to 
return to the bohea samples and prices on which the brokers 
rep(N*ted to government ; they were as follows : 

At Hamburgh. 

Bohea per lb. T\d, 

Ditto „ 9trf. 



* Eridence of Mr. Bates and Mr. Milne before Parliament. 

Mr..'Master8on, the British Vice-Cqnsul at Rotterdam, stated be- 
fore the Parliamentary Committee, that '' the Du4ch, as well as the 
merdhants of other ncUions^ have latterly given up the hope ofimportmg^ 
teas fo any profit upon the cost price ! 

^'Oaptaun Coffin, an American trader, admitted before Parliament 
Awtf there was " a difference of from fire to ten per cent, in favoiir of 
teas^ purchased by the Company over the American trade." Mr^ 
BateSy an American merchant, in his evidence before the Commons, 
says^ that *' the low price of tea in America may be partly accounted 
for by the extensive failures of tea merchants in the United States. 
xohen teas were iold at a very great hss^ «hd that <' the difference of 
pppye .1^ Englaiid and in America is not srolely: attributable to the ^aal% 
India Cofnpany's monopoly.''^ [Yet it is by a comparison withprices 
thBs obtained, that the Company are Charged with taxing the tf ritisb 
1, 2, or X3,000,000 sterling annually !] 
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At Rotterdam. 

Bohea 0*. 9|rf. 

Ditto 0*. llf/. 

At Frankfort. 
Bohea Is, 4d. 

At St. Petkrsburoh. 
Bohea 3*. Orf. 



There were no samples from New York or Boston. 
The first thing that strikes us is the difference of price in 
different countries open to general competition; this point 
will, however, become plain in subsequent figures ; I pro- 
ceed, therefore, to demonstrate the contrariety of opinions 
of the old, experienced, and respectable brokers whq cob-: 
ducted the enquiry. The two samples from Hamburgk 
have a difference in price of twopence farthing; tbe^ 
brokers make a difference of only one halfpenny : at . Bai>\ 
terdam theee is a difference of one penny three-farthings ;: 
the brokers^ is one-halfpenny, and that is in favour of tb^ 
cheapest sort. • , 

Congou next comes under consideration, and the iibiUr'^ 
dity of attempting to judge by the price of a few samples, 
is thus judiciously commented on by the brokers them- 
selves jn their letter to the Board of Trade ; 

^ With respect to the samples of congou, which is the descrip- 
tion of tea priucipally consumed in this country (about two-thir& dT 
theirhole), there being in each quarterly sale nearly onehtmdred^am'''. 
pleSy which sell at prices varying from 2s, to 3*. 3rf^ per lb., .an^. !• 
we are only furnbhed with^w samples, it must be obvious tbat^we. 
can form but a limited opinion as to the relation which thep beat ik^ 
pKtHtif to those of the East- India Company. 



» N,. y 



..T? 



There are three samples of congou from Rotterdaiii,^ at 
U,7id,yU.*9id,f and 2«. 2^^., but the difference in the 
brokers* estimate is one halfpenny ! 
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^ 



The campoi specimens from Hamburgh are marked at 
Is. O^rf. and Is. 3f rf. ; the brokers' difference is orie penny, 
in favour of the former. At Rotterdam two speci- 
mens, Is. Si^d. and Is. 8d., have a difference of Sd. in 
favour also of the former. But it is in sotichongy as might 
be expected, that the greatest discrepancy is observed. 

At Hamburgh. 

s. d. 

Souchong per lb. 8}!! ' 

Ditto 10: 

.Ditto.... 1 8 

To the' first specimen the brokers affix " no price; 
irSFiT FOR USE." Yet this is one of the means by \^hich 
thft^Compkhy are held up to public odium by Mr. McCul- 
loch, Mr. Crawfurd, and the . Edinburgh Review — ind 
jfMeta in uno-^or not selling their souchong as cheap as 
it ^fe -sold on the continent. A difference of 3|rf. dannot 
BHC^e the second sort much better, and although between 
that and the third sort there is Sd., the brokers onljrl^al^V 
aiytfeiireBC^ otttoopence halfpenny ! : ^^ ^ 

' Rotterdam Souchong Sample Prices. . >; i* ^r 



1*. W. 2s, 7id, 3s, 3irf. 4^, 2fd. 



.-jV5 >;^ 



Brokers difference between the first and seconds^i^ples 
% i^fipp^we ^^fp^'^^y 9 for the latter the brokers «&fBxia» 
laweri price iri England; this is likewise the ckse wiTK'4 
Krknkfort sample of souchong, of which the German^pric^ 
i^ !^.$yi.y and thai o{ our brokers S^s.M-. I^th^i^em 
York souchong samples there is a ^ffiffetence '^f IdV-^.^ 

Is. 10d.p and &. Hd.^ the brokers make /Q^^|?^n<^/j5.j<? X 

jPekoe is thus sold abroad and priced by;Uie biokertiiere 
as to Its value. ,_ ^^,._^ ^ ,, . ,,,, .,. ..,^^r.-^^y -.'v^iioid 
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Hamburgh. Brokbbs* Pbicb in England. 

s. d, • a* d, ' 

Pekoe per lb. 4 7i 4 

Ditto „ 5 llj 5 6 

R0TTEBDA3r. 

Pekoe per lb. 6 6 J ►^ 5 3 

Ditto „ 7 5 2 

Frankfort. 
Pekoe per lb. 5 1^ 4 2 

The foregoing is a just test of the East-India Company's 
tea trade prices ; any of the other sorts of tea may Ibe fal- 
sified in name ; bohea may readily be called congo, — congo, 
souchong, — twankay, hyson, — and hyson, gunpowder ; but 
pekoe is not so readily open to such general fraud, and 
hence its fair price on the continent of Europe* (it is not 

•• Mr. Layton, an old, experienced, and highly respectable tea 
broker, who was one of the gentlemen appointed to exainine the 
samples, was interrogated before Parliament as to whether he was 
acquainted with the foreign tea trade P He replied, that he was much 
on the Continent; h?^ looked at the foreign tea trade; and was very 
much surprised how little they understood of the matter,^* Respecting 
the foreign samples he, in common with the other brokeEE^Jiaa 
examined by order of the committee ; he was of opinion that '' sofhe 
of those samples were picked qu/Uities of tea; in some instances the 
difference in price w?i8 commensurate with the deterioration qfguaiiisf;^* 
he was in Holland, Antwerp, and round about, and their teas were 
decided^?/ inferior to ours ; that at Paris and places where Englishmen 
go, " there is a demand for better tea; that " the Congou's and Hji^n 
teas imported by the East-India Company are reckoned far superior 
to those imported by the private-trade officers, and fetch a larger price. 
We sometimes give 5s, ^d. to 6^. per lb. for Company's tea,,'wbile it \§i 
a rare thing for the private trade teas to make more than S*. 1 Orf. to 
4if. !" The broker was asked some questions on the probability ef 
extending the consumption of tea in this country, a circumstance on 
which the renewal or non-renewal of the Company's China trade 
privileges must materially depend. The question, " if the Company 
were to import some teas of lower quality than they at present import 
would they be suitable for the consumption of me poorer classes of 
people ?" Air. Layton replied, " he thought it would be great impoUcy 
of them to do so, — that they would hurt tfie trade at largcy^ — ^that " the 
low bohea tea is now sufficiently low for consumption," — ^that " if the 
Company imported lower-priced teas, the people yfoxAd. find fauU with 
the very article they were in the habit of consuming, because it was at a 
much lower price /" that " when the duty on tea was lowered very 
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used in America). It would be useless to enter into a ftir- 
ther analysis of the value affixed by the London brokers to 
the foreign teas ; there are other discrepancies as numerous 
and distinct as those I have pointed out, and which I have 
alone been induced to do in order to demonstrate the absur- 
dity of founding any argument against the Company on a 
document of such an unsatisfactory nature, and of such 
contradictory testimony, and which as I have before said, if 
useful at all, is so in favour of my arguments and against 
the position which a recent article m the Edinburgh 
Review* maintains; namely, that the £ast-India( Corn-* 
pdny chargie the British public e^l,8S2^356 sterlirig f»^6 
for their tea than the same teas could be purdiased for 
on the continent ! I will not stoop to characterize such an 
allegation by the term which it so justly merits, but I can- 
not help expressing my regret that a journal of such tran- 
sci^pdant talent and eminent utility as the Edinburgh 
Review^ should prostitute itself to party purposes, and 
submit to be a medium for the dissemination of statements 

c<Mi»iderably, the public were so displeased with the mmliiy of tea, 
thouffh they had the self-snme tea they would have had before, that 
thfe Company took it all back at the same coat; the people would not 
drifhk the tea, they said it was bad, and some were even fools enough 
to go to bouses I could mention, where they mip^ht have had eood 
hydoti tea Which stood them in 5s. per lb., and pay twelve shilhngfs, 
and fourteen shillings, and siocteen shillings per lb., because they said 
it could not he good if offered at low prices ; and to this very day, the 
best consumers of tea in this country, for the good of the tea-dealers 
(of whom there are from 60 to 70,000 in England) are the sertmnts at 
yo^ own houses, for they drink bla'Ck tea at six and eight shillings a 
pound, when you (the Members of Parliament) may drink it at a shil- 
ling or two shillings a pound lessJ*^ Mr. Layton says he has seen " tea 
on the Continent of a strange sort of mixture, it was bought of what 
are called the outside dealers in China ;" — he thinks " there is vei^y 
little smuggled tea in the trade now ; it is only the fine gunpowder tea 
they can make answer, but by the time they have hawked it about the 
country, it is very much the worse for it ;" that " when the Company- 
put a larger stock of tea than the buyers wish, complaint is made, 
and they state " they are overstocked with tea, — as they are 
interested in the price notfalling,^^ 

♦ For January- 1831, p. 284. 
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which a loftj or rightly cootdtiited mind would ffing fron 
before it with utter contempt I 

A§ no argument can be too minute toft the lefutaftioii ol 
calumny, and as I feel it imperatiTe on me to aop por t mj[ 
portion by an exposition of facts in every posnble shapi^ 
I proceed to shew yet further the erroneous conclusion W 
be derived from a mere comparison of the prices €if tea* 9$ 
the time they were made, in 1829^ when general baol^ 
ruptcy overtook those who speculated in the article, iinf . 
large quantities of the leaf were a complete drug in the qoo^ 
tinental market, unsaleable at any, nay even at the vcrj[ 
lowest price ; I would, therefore, request a glance tqt l^ 
given at the following table : 



■4 
3i- 



* The evidence of Mr. Bates, whose testimony has been so nrac^ 
Uuded by the East-India Company's opponents, is ttrikingj^ m 
variance with their wishes. Mr. Bates was asked by the Select Uofl|r 
mittee of the House of Commons — ** If you saw the price of mff 
dfn&mination qftea, taking; congo or souchong for instance, in Lc^im 
and Amsterdam, you would not consider a mere comparison of- tl^ 
prices for a ffiven denomination of tea as any proof of the relKtiTS 
deameas or cheapness in the two countries ?— Answer, " None wkA^ 
KVKE 1 1*' The same gentleman further stated that ** the Amerij^ap 
have sorottimes taken tea to the continent similar to the East-Indiit 
Company's, but it will not answer^ they will not pay a H^fficient j^rffe 
for ft on the continent,*^ that ** the tea supplied to the Dntcl^aiUi 
(German markets is of a midling gualitt/f not so good as the CompaoyS^ 
otKi not fmy hadV^ Again, that " the average quality of the bla<^ 
teas shipped by the Americans is decidedly ir^erior to the Compai^'*»/' 
Once more, 1 cannot help Quoting this opponent of the Companii^ 
evidence — he was asked, do the Company give us superior and if^endt 
teas of the snnio denomination P "I should think it would be hiardly 
riglit to say that they give you inferior and superior : they give you 
superior mid middling tea I'^ Page 353. :^' 
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It inD be obaenrcd thmt the lowest bohea, vUdi had cost 
MCfmipefietJuiifpenmf at Cantoiiy nnght be bought at Am- 
twerp for 7 JcL ; in Fnmce for G^d^ and at Haarinii]^ fir 
Jive pence ! Congou, rampta, and hyaoo, wcve equaDj va- 
duced in price by a TojageacroM half the globe; aoodiaii^ 
a high qualitj tea, was diminished in diaige to the €o6-> 
sumer by a similar imexpengre journey, from lOdL to SA, 
and to eap the climax, young hyson, which oast la. 6idL 
at Canton, might be purchased for less than half thai 9mm 
ai Hamburgh ! 

In turning with disgust (ran a moie detailed exhibitkai 
of these wretched attempts to mislead a public, who with a 
laudable eagerness for economy in commercial matters as weB 
as in the government or royal expenditure, were it was weD 
understood, anxiously alive to any plausible details relative 
to enhancement of cost, I cannot help enquiring how it 
happened that in countries open to the free competidoa of 
the Americans there should have been such a difference hi 
price as the various returns before me exhibit; why be^ 
tween Hamburgh and Frankfort there should have beeH 
a difference of aenen pence per lb. in bohea for instance^ 
although at the latter place there is in reality no du^ 
levied ?-— that the best quality souchong should be selling 
at Hamburgh for \8, Sd., and at Rotterdam for 4s8. ^UU 9 
and the lowest quality pekoe for Ss. at the fc^mer jdacfe^ 
and for ds. 6d. at the latter, and for 58. Id. at Frankfcnrtf 
Even between Boston and New York I find a similar 
diHcrcpancy : souchong at Boston is lid. and ^. Id.^ 
and at New York Is. M. to 9^. 7d. : — hyson skin at the 
former place lOd. to la. Id., and at the latter Is. to Is. Id. 
T\\ii solution to these queries will be found in the circum^ 
stance, that in tea as well as in wine similarity in name is 
by no means a proof of similarity in quality ; for who would 
ever estimate the value of a case of genuine Chateau La* 
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fittey or Chateau Maigaux, by the abcnxiiuble trash sold 
under theise names, and which of late years might be fire- 
i|tieilt|y bought at Bombay or Calctrttafor two rupees a 
4assen;>a jnice absolutely cheaper than the bottles in 
If hich it was contained could be purchased for in France ! 
JUiy person who attempted to make an En^shman be- 
lis^e that such prices were a proof that his wine merchant 
idieated him by an extortionate demand, would be treated 
^^a knave or a fool ; on what grounds should a di£fera:)t 
rule be applied to those who make such attanpts on pld3lic 
<3redulity with regard to tea, of which indeed there is a 
gi^ater variety than of wine, and for the judgment of which 
jH .more extensive knowledge is required, the Company^ 
gea/ inspectors at Canton being estimated not only for 
quickness of the eye, acuteness of the smell, and ddUcai^ 
0£ touch, but also {or the lengthened period of their ser- 
vices. The Americans, however, disregarded all this know* 
^ge^ a ship captain, who has never before been in China, 
pAircbases a cargo hap haxard ; finds some of the chests 
tiUed with bricks or stones, or dust; and the others ren^ 
di^lT^ weighty by the harmless addition of iron filings ! 
V . The parallel between tea and wine with regard todif- 
jE^i^pce in price and similarity in name, holds good also 
wj(h r^pect to the public consumption of both these arti* 
l4^i;.: the miserable stuff called tea which is disposed of 
Ikl'^udii h>w prices, would be as little likely to find donu 
silin^s in England as the vin ordinaire of the Parisians dt ' 
^$^ SQUs 4i bottle, would be apt to supersede the sale of 
^a|]4 porter in London, or be drank by those on whom 
^ponomy might force a more homely beverage than the wine 
hearetofore us^. 

It is but fair, however, that a portion of the blame be- 
^\jqiyief3i on the East-India Ccmipany for charging a higher 
price for their tea than even an article equal in quality might 

I 2 
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perchance be purchased for on the continent, should attach 
to the native tea^^nerchants in China ; for even they^ it ap^ 
pears, demanded double the sum at Canton for what the 
Americans sold at Hamburgh, Havre, or Rotterdam, and 
that too after paying per-centage, interest, freight, insurance^ 
harbour dues, &c. &c. ! A trade which enables the impor- 
ter to sell an article for a less sum than he bought it, must 
be founded on fraud or folly ; and I scarcely think that the 
most zealous advocate for free trade, if an honest man,^ 
would recommend such a system for adoption in Great 
Britain, where I trust the national honour may be ever 
preserved, even at the risk of losing every branch of com^ 
merce now enjoyed by Englishmen. 

I am bound to prove by figures every assertion I make 
in this work, it is a duty I owe to myself as well as to the 
public, for I candidly confess that when I commenced in- 
vestigating the subject, my mind was, if any thing, in 
favour of an immediate open tea trade ; the first consular 
return before me is that of his Majesty'*s Consul in Massa- 
chusets, George Manners, Esq.* This gentleman ptb- 
cured copies of the original invoices at Canton, and traXii^ 
mitted them with his samples : he states, that " his inibr- 
matioh was obtained from a source which may be implitiitty 
relied on, being procured in a manner and from souiNres 
which precluded the possibility of deception {^ — that ^ the 
cost in China was copied from the original invoices,^ and 
he very justly adds, " it will be seen when freight, ifU^ 
rest,, and insurance are taken into consideration, that telai 
are at present imported into fhe United States, without 
any profit to the importer T He might have added at 
considerable loss, as the annexed table proves. 

, • Page 83y, Select Committee Commons, Appendix. 
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Wholesale Prick rfree of Duty), and Cost in China, of Twelve 
Samples of Tea, forwarded by His Majesty *s Consul to the Cora- 
missioners for the Affairs of India.* 



J pi^sioners 



Detcriptkn of Tea. 



Twankay Hyson . . 

Souchong 

• Do. (much used) . . 
Pvson Skin 

Do. . . Do 

Young Hyson .... 
Twankay Hyson . . 
Hyson 

Do. 

Do 

Do 

Pp 



Quality. 



Ordinary 

Superior 

Common 

Fair .... 

Ordinarj^ 

Good 

Fair .... 

Good 

Fair .... 

Ordinary' 

Common 

Middling 



I Price per lb. I 
Cost in China in Boston, Aree 
per lb. as par } of Duty. ■■ 
original ctmverted into 



Invoices. 



S. ' d, 

8} 

1 7 
8 
11 

8f 

1 8 

11 

2 Oi 

1 10 
1 4 
1 H 
1 11 



Stecttnf by 
Dr. Kelly. 



S. d, 

Ui 

2 I) 

Ui 

1 IJ 

loi 

1 81 

1 2i 

2 4| 
2 OA 
1 8) 

1 111 

2 1| 



Amount lelt to 


■T&tSsr 


Insurance, 


Brokenc^ 


Importer. 6cc. 


S. 


d. 





2* 





4| 





3i 





2f 





2 





3} 





a 


4 





^i 





H 





6 





?f 



* ■ ■ » 



Average 



1 4 



1 Ji 



Q, . 31 



J. 



, ^Threepence-farthing per lb. to provide for a ship sailing 
7X>,und the globe, a voyage of nearly twelve months^ dura- 
^ioi^ ;"|-— to pay /^rce jper cent, insurance ;l — ^four pr five 
ppr cent, to an agent at Canton, — and ten or twelve per 
.^ent for the loan of money, or the advance of credit for 
,gpods, which lie rotting and unsaleable at Canton or 
,Macao.§ 

But if the foregoing be a free trade in tea, travestied un- 
fortunately for the American importers, what we shall call 
^the Hamburgh tea trade, where they have indeed been 

'•From Appendix to Commons' Report for 1830, p. 888, 

*•'' f Mr. Bates allou-aSfl?. per lb.. for freight for tea. 

X New york price currents. 

§.In all the Canton Registers I find similar accounts to that which 
is before me : — " fFe are overstocked with British manufactured piece 
goods ; long cloths and most other while goods are not realizing Cost 
prices'^ Since the Americans have begun to use shipping' dollars to 
Canton for tea, they have been trying to force a sale of British goods, 
bat in vain.— Canton Register^ Sept. 3, 1831. 
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gaining a has. The late prices c^ this year shew that such 
trade could not long continue at that rate, for the avoage 
prices at Hamburgh are now higher than in Er^kmd. 
Who were the loeers on the fourth column, it is hard to 

say— 
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On ^ the foregoing Hamburgh prices of tea, which, 
ruinous as they were, could not even obtain buyers for 
tl;ie article, the East^India Company have been held up 
to the world in every possible publication as extortioners, 
plunderers of their feUow-countrymen, and fatteners on the 
spcHls which their privileges enabled them to snatch ! 
1 reserve a further consideration of the Hamburgh prices, 
for a refutation of the monstrous allegation of Mr. 
Mcdulloch,^ which has just reached me, and which Ipurport 
refuting, together with Mr. Crawfurd's, &c. in a separate 
chapter. It must be evident, that instead of these cbn- 
sular returns operating against the present system, the 
result has been quite diflPerent ; and when the prices of 
tea have been lower abroad than in England, the means 
by which they have become so is any thing but entitled to 
the approbation of a merchant, or to the consideration of 
a statesman.^ 

• Commercial Dictionary, page 1030, in which Mr. McCulloch, 
tiidng these very prices for his comparison, charges the Com- 
ity with selling their teas in 1829 for jG 1,889,975 more than the 
$ame teas eould be bought at Hamburgh. 

t Mr. Layton, to whose evidence I before adverted, stated to Parlia- 
ment that " there was much difference of opinion between the brokers 
when ea^amining the consular teaSf particularly in the finei* kindsy and 
§uU they were obliged to take the average ;^^ — " there were hardly any 
^ngos and boheas at all, merely fractional parts. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

CHARACTER AND UTILITY OF THE EAST-INDIA C€M^ 
PAN Y'S FACTORY AT CANTON. n . > 



" VouT petitkmen consider it a duty which they owe to truOt and juttiee to deciace. tat 
yoar HonoaraUe Hnuie, that they attnbate the eriis which have been cnuiiMrated tA a* 
nature and character of the Chinese government, and not to any want of proper spirit and 
Imncii in the agents of the East-India Company, who have oa various oocasiooa typ^fd 
^ectual reaUtanee to manit of them whUA eoukt not have been attempted fny indMdnaUjmt* 



sning their atpara^ imtereets, and not connected by any bond of union, ' The servaate of Iht 
' mny Kive indsted oa being heard by the government, and have mainlirinrt the i"^^ 



Company . *, - — 

of aodrcssing it in the Chinese language,' when ttut has been denied to other foreignm ; 
pfMIcjen have thus been reiieatectty gdncd, aikd the roost serious eivQi averted.**— mifsa 
of the British Unincorporated Merdtants at Gmfon, presented to the House of O o mi sas , 
htSM 1931. , . 

The foregoing is the manly and candid testimony bf 
the British Unincorporated Merchants resident in, and 
trading to, China, whose commerce amounts to upwai^s 
of £3,000,000. How much at variance it is with the 
expressions contained in a late number of the Edinbur^ 
Review,* written by Mr. Crawfurd, which describes the 
East-India Company^s servants at Canton as a set of gen- 
tlemen who are paid high salaries for ** doing next to 
nothing ;" — " as neither more nor less than a convenient 
device for enriching the sons, brothers, and near relatibtia 
of the directors, who, after living for a dozen years in 
luxurious idleness at Canton or Macao, return to England 
with overgrown fortunes, wrung from the pockets of the 
tea drinkers.^'' 

Although the preceding remarks are those of a person 
who has never been in China, or engaged in commerce, 
yet, as they have been echoed throughout the country, it 
is but just to enquire into the truth of the assertions con- 
tained in the paragraf^, mcnre particularly as a publica- 

• No. CIV., JaimanriaSl, p. 289. 
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tion so respectable as the Edinburgh Review^ has lent its 
columns for the propagation of doctrines which, however 
specious, are at utter variance with facts, and has per- 
mitted its pages to express astonishment that ^^ so flagrant 
an abuse as the Company*s factory at Canton should have 
be^ toletated for so long a period," but that " it will b? 
far more astonishing should its existence be prolonged.*" 

Before giving the opinions of the British residents in 
pbina relative to the Company's factory, it may be ob- 
iServed, that a gentleman, after a very expensive education 
m Ei^land, proceeds to Canton, where he resides for 
abdut fourteen ffedrs^ with a bare sufficiency for hia sup^ 
port (the higher class emoluments being secured to "the 
jServants who have risen to the highest situations, and who, 
: of course, have a deep responsibility confided to t]hem) ; 
the morning of existence is spent in studying a language 
l^f most difficult attainment, and useless for general pur- 
poses, — secluded from all society, — banished from the civi- 
l;^ed world, — with " life endangered," or rendered " iliise- 
rable,'*** — and confined for months and months within the 
^^s of a house, without any hopes of realizing an inde- 
pendence to return to England with, under twenty-five 
ymrf extreme privation, and subject to the chances of a 
noxious climate, which the returns of the last twenty years 
shows to have been unfavourable to life in the proportion 
pf one to two !+ 

It is necessary to let the public hear what the British 
merqhants residing at Canton, not in the Company^ s ser- 
vice^ say on this head : 



* Language of the British merchants at Canton, in their petition 
to the House of Commons in June last. . . i.- 

t One-half the persons employed bv the Company at Canton during 
the last twenty years, have eitnor died, or invalided, to drag on a 
miserable existence at home! . ■ :, - 



1S2 

" It 18 uoneccMBaKy to occupy the time of your Honourable Hofise, 
"by dwelling on the individual and national loss, arising from this op- 
pressive and corrupt system. [Referring to the conduct of the Chinese 
authorities, respecting the impediments thrown in the way of inter- 
course with foreigners.] It would be equally out of place to enter 
into a detail of the tnanjf studied indi^Uies heaped upon /orei^iners b^ 
the acts of this government^ and by contumelious edicts placarded qn 
the walls of their very houses, representing them as addicted to the 
most revolting crimes, with no other object than to stamp them in tbe 
eyes of the people as a barbarous, ignorant, and depraved race, ev^ry 
way inferior to themselves, thereby ectciting ^ lower orders ta irmt 
Mem with habitual insolence. Suffice it to aay, that no pHvailion or 
discomfort is too minute to escape notice^ in the pursuit of this ever-pre- 
sent purpose. Free air and ewereiae are curtailed, by precluding acceM 
to the country, or beyond the confined streets in tl^e inune^iate vicinity 
of their habitations. £ven the sacred ties qf domestic life are disr^* 
gardedf in the separation of husband and wife, parent and child, ren- 
dered unavoidable by a capricious prohibition against foreign ladies 
residing in Cianton, for which there appears to be no known law, and 
no other authority than the plea of usage." * i " 

Half of life spent in such a place, divested of all asso- 
ciations but the distant one of letters, can scarcely with 
common feeling be designated as one of ** Ittanirious idte-^ 
ness^ As illustrative to a greater extent of the hardships 
endured by a residence at Canton, I subjoin the following 
paragraph from an editorial article in the Canton Register 
of the 1st November 1831, in which the hardships endure^ 
for the sake of carrying on trade is patriotically dwelt on. 

<< To those acquainted with China little need be said ; all who hav« 
resided here have felt, and felt with anguish and bitterness (for in 
many shapes it is brought home to their feelings), the degradation t# 
which foreign merchants are obliged to submit, as the price at which 
they purchase the privilege of carrying on their trade. Welt has it 
been said^ that, as it now stands, the .barter is, in fact, " national 
honour for tea/' All who know this country, know that it is so. Need 
we point out such insults as are contained in the ^ng proolamatiom 
annually stuck up in the public streets, with ihe publication of which 

* Petition to the House of Commons in June 1831. 
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tcie hardly dare suRy our columns f Is it ntecesssry to remind our 
cofantrjmen of the wretched state of imprisonment in whieb the cle- 
mency of the Chinese government graciously permits foreign barba- 
riabs to reside ; or to recapitulate all the trifling acts of annoyance 
ai|d agg^ssion constantly pursued towards foreigners — ^trifling in 
themselves — but presenting a formidable mass of insult and wrong 
When taken as the results of a deliberate system?" 

I next turn to the charge of the Company's servants at 
Canton, ^^ doing next to nothing,^ in reply to which I catf- 
not do better than recur to the evidence before Parliament 
of Walter Stevenson Davidson, Esq., who resided for 
twelve years in China, carried on an extensive commerce 
there, and has now retired on his fortune. 

Mr. Davidson says, ^^he would be exceedingly sorry to settle 
in Canton but for the power of the Company to protect 
the commerce he conducted ;^ that <^ in common with aU 
foreigners^ he derived advantages from the drcumstanoe 
of a powerful body like the East-India Company possess- 
ing important influence in consequence of their great cha- 
radter, and extensive trade ;^ that ^^ Jie considers the in- 
Jlnence of the Compemy a most vahuible counterpoise to the 
Bong i^ that " had it not been for the emstence of the 
East-India Company, theBritish trade could not be cafried 
on i^ that ^^ the ewaetions, oppositi4mj and injtMtice of the 
Chinese government are so great, that no individual would 
be fool-hardy enough to send his property on shore in that 
vountry, but from a knowledge that a body like the Elui^ 
India Compa/ny is there to countenance ii.'^ 

The ^ Hong* which Mr. Davidson ccmdders the East- 
Inclia Company as * a most valuahle cotmterpoise'* io^iB 
thus described by Mr. CravHTurd in his wmic on th^ Itldiatf 
Archipelago, publishedin I8S0. 

" Whatever be the foreign trade conducted by the subjects of 
China, the invariable practice of the government is to place it in the 
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haiida qf a fefo indwiduah^ who become answerable that it shall \if 
coDducted under all the restrictions and conditions rehired by law y* ' 

Mr. Davidson in reference to the Hong system, furthet 
says, " the influence of the East-India Company, whd can 
and do act with unity and vigour, forms a counterpoiaex)! 
inestimable value against the Hong monopoly which meS- 
viduals could iwt form : the absence of this counterpoint 
would have the direct effect of decreasing the price given 
for all imports^ and of increasing the prices demanded for 
all exports.""!" 

Mr. Davidson was asked, " what were the exactions 
which the Chinese government attempted to carry intti 
effect, and which the East-India Company successfully 
resisted ?" The answer is worthy of particular attention "; 
it demonstrates the power which a combination of wealth 
and talent is capable of exerting for the general weal, H.fa 
an exemplification of the fable of the bundle of rods wbidi 
united were strong, but single, weak ; and it is a striking 
corroboration of the opinions of the petitioners as quoted ii 
the head of this chapter, who applaud the agents of the 
Company for having " on various occasions opposed eflte- 
tual resistance to many evils, which could not have hi&en 
attempts by individuals pursuing their separate int&rest^^ 
end unconnected by any bond of union r 

Mr. Davidson replied, " the Company's factory resisted 
firmly, vigorously, and successfully many grievances : the 
Chinese attempted to take away our servants ; at one iiak 
they resisted the valuable right of communicating in the 
Chinese language, which the East-India Company gained 
after a great battle ; they attempted, I think, to prevent the 
passage of letters from Macao to Canton ; they exacted 

* Indian Archipelapfo, p. I7O. 

t Evidence before the Commons, p. 320. 
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fees on trifling articles of baggage at Canton, and so forth^ 
Ii\ the year 1814 the Chinese government attempted to 
make the Hong monopoly more close than it had ever been 
hefeite ; and had not the East-India Company^s authority 
resisted upon that occasion^ it is impossible to say the 
lengths to which the Chinese government would have gone 
in iaosi/ng both imports and eoBports at their own capricious 
pleasure^ and consequently in diminishing the profits and 
increasing the hazard of private individuals r 

. The power of the factoty at CantoQ b^oke up another 
c(Hnbination which the manufacturers ^ btack^ t^a: had 
eutered into, an article of which the annual purchase is 
about <f 1,500,000 sterling : the manufacturers endeavoured 
to carry their point by union and persevet^ance, but were 
met in as decisive a manner^ the factory resolving in full ^n- 
sultation,^ " to convince the Chinese that the^apprehension 
of 4he^ expense and inconvenience to whici; the , Cpn^pany 
ir^ar^ exposed by the detention of their ships, should not 
induce them to swerve from the resolutions they had darned 
It fight to form, or by conceding to the atten^pted. iwova- 
tioos> permit a system to be established which it would t>e 
h^after out of their power to subvert J* Th6 $^lect 
Committee further stated, " we consider the terms propped, 
aad the threats held out by this body^ to Ije so perfectJy 
inadmissable, that any alternative is preferable to siibinjjs- 
lipn.^ The result of this firmness was, that the mauufac- 
^^fers' combination was destroyed on the 11th JanUary^^md 
tbus the general interests of the British public were pyo- 
iQpted by an incorporated body of merchants, which wopld 
J\aye been impracticable by individual traders. 

, Not only is inutility alleged against the fe^jtory at CaPj- 
lo|3> it is also charged with Jhrowipg impediments j[r^ t|ie 

* Canton Ck»nbulta^ionss >22d Pec. .1^1 ft. 
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way of British and American free traders;* on this sub- 
jcct oIki I am induoed to quote the testimony of so unpre- 
judiced a witness as Mr. Davidson, because he is an avowed 
advocate of free trade, if practicable, and has had exten- 
sive local experience of tlie matter on whicli he boldly ex- 
preases his opinions. At page 843, he states, " / resided 
some years in China cmiducting a large business ; I have 
visited all tfte East-India Company' a pre^detices in India, 
and I can with truth, aa I do with pleaatfre, bear the 
strongest testimony to the liberal manner in which their 
government is conducted. During my whole residence 
IN China, I can with truth say, I cannot call to 

HIND AN INSTANCE IN WHICH THE COMPANY'S REPRESEN- 
TATIVES THERE PROVED RECREANT IN THEIR SACRED 
DUTIES TOWARDS BRITISH TRADE IN GENERAL, NOT £T£N 
INATTENTIVE, FAB LESS INIMICAL TO ITS INTERESTS. 

/ never knew (Mr. Davidson says in another place] the 
British factory tfirow a wilful impediment in the way of 
trade ; and eo long a^ that factory should contmue to be 
constituted of the same materials as it was dwing my 

time, — THAT 16, OP WELL EDUCATED, INTELLIGENT, PA- 
TRIOTIC, AND HONEST MEN, SO LONG WILI. THEY" 02VE 
ENCOURAGEMENT TO THAT TRADE !" 

This is the character of Englishmen upholding British 
interests abroad, who have been shamefully calumniated in 
anonymous pamphlets, under tlie garb of an Edinburgh 
reviewer, ot newspaper editor, and sneered at as " pant' 
pered aervants,"-^ the " gentlcTnen'" of the factory j-f" ent- 
plot/is," f " all honourable m^i,'" " lucky coterie,'* &c, 8tc. 
, , The next answer of Mr. Davidson's to the Parliamentary 

• Vide Mr. Crnwfurd at page 395 of the Edinimrgk Revicic, 
No. CIV., in his pamphlet entitled " 7%e Chinese Manopnly ejti- 
Tomed "— « prusim. 

+ Eiinburgh Review, No. CJ V. p. 307. 295. 289. 
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Cdii^iiiittee, which I shall quote, is eminently deserving of 
oovulderation, particularly at the' present moment: the 
qiiery was, what other advantages were derived from the 
existence of the factory at Canton ? 

^ In the past and present state of nom-intercourae (says Mr. David- 
son) between the government of this country and that of China, it 
would be truly hazardous and rash for any British merchant to settle 
tlk^re, and trust his property in the hands of such an unjust and ea- 
t^rHonate government, without any protecting power to look up to ; 
and, tl^erefore, so long as the present state of things exist in 
China, 1 conceive the East-India Company is a most vahiMe pro^ 
Jetton to ail British interests; their fleet visiting China every season, 
^^mststing of about twenty ships efficiently equipped, and the influence 
of their resident servants, both from the exceUent character they have 
generally homey and the large extent of property always und^ their 
charge, having enabled the British factory to bestow great bent^ en 
individual British trader^, as well as on other foreign traders !" 

Such is the character given of a factory which Mr. Craw- 
fiird tells the public ^^ do newt to notkingy at least the 
J^merican ship captains do aU that owr supercargoes doy 
imd do it infinitely better r 

J might cite very many testimonies equally as honourable 
Uiihe Company^s servants at Canton as that <^ Mr. David- 
son, but I fear to weary the reader by quotations, and must 
Olmtent myself with referring to the evidence before Parlia- 
ment. In closing this branch of the subject, I ani induced to 
ghr^ the opinion of an authority who is announced by the 
Edinburgh Reviewer as ** a most comprehensive and judi- 
cious writer on Indian affairs ;*" it is that of Mr. Walter 
Hamilton, author of the East-India Gazetteer, and I trust 
it will have due weight with all sensible manufacturers who 
appreciate the inestimable value (^ a name— of a AijirArejm^a* 
Uxm in the vast regions of the east, which is far more effi- 
cient than the most extensive forced sales of cheap goods. 
Mr. Hamilton, after describing the manner in which the 



factory is ^< cooped up^ says <^ The probUy, punduuiUfff 
aful credit of the East-India Company and their agenteit 
known to be euch by the Chinese, that their goods are takem 
away as to quantity and qtmlityfor what they are dBcktred' 
in the invoice^* and the bales with their mark pass in trude 
without examination through many hands and over iM 
immense eartent of country^ and are never opened unHl 
they reach the shop of the person who sells for acttuU c&h^ 
sumption.''f 

I now come to the charge against the Company of aug^ 
menting the upset price of the tea by the extravagance oi 
their factory at Canton ;J the salaries of which it is alleged' 
are ^^ taken out of the pockets of the starving population 
of England^ and therefore all have a good right to complain 
of so monstrous and intolerable a nutsance."^ § 

Passing over the bathos of a starving population having 
money in their pockets to be abstracted therefrom by the East- 
India Company for tea, the charge of extravagance is not 
the least instance of shameful perversion which has been ex* 
hibited on this question, the whole cost of the immense com* 
meirce conducted by the East-India Company at Canton, in 
a country which has no parallel with any other, in a climate 
neither tropical nor temperate, in a foreign land where an 
inch of ground is not possessed, with a government Vi4)ich 
admits of no diplomatic representative, against a mercantilef 
coalition which requires prudence, talent, and long ex- 
perience to cope with, among a semi-civilized people who 
regard ewternals as the true test of physical power or moral 

* American merchants, fully sensible of the great advantage result- 
ing from the high character m which the Company's goods are held 
in China, have had goods made bearing eacactly the same marjcsy or 8» 
much like that it requires minute inspection to detect the counterfeit. 

t East-India Gazetteer, 1828, p. 356. 

X Edinburgh Review, p. 290. 

§ Chinese Monopoly examined, p. 60. 



1S9 

^9f!^9 wi^ 4 necessity for a sec^id factory at Macaa o». 
a^^uutof the miserable jealousy which expels fcNreign 
mn^c^Jbantg from Canton in the intervals of the trading 
s^lfPi^cm, and with a host of expenses,^ which however minute 
in<.4etail, are large in the aggregate ; the whole diarge is 
oqj^ TWO P£& c£KT. OH the octtial commerce transacted by 
th^Cmnpany in China ! The moderation of this charge 
wJU be better appreciated, when it is understood that the 
profit of the private merchant at Canton is about ^e per 
cegit.; would two per cent, remunerate a host of individual 
tr|iders» with merely their private dignity and expenses to 
nwntain ? But I am wasting time in expatiating further on 
a^^pic respecting which the bare statement of the truth 
CQiiyeys a sufficient explanation. 

Reserving a consideration of the Hong merchants fo^ 
the work in which I purport to treat of the foreign, 
pojUtical^ and cotnmerdial conduct of the Chinese goverurv 
ni^t, I proceed to remark on a passage in Mr. Crawfurd^s 
w4tings, in which he observes that the advocates of the. 
Eftst-Indtia Company wish ^^ to persuade the British nation 
that M is good for them^ that each of four end twenty 
pmnate gentlemen^ frequenting LeadenhaU Street y should 
emfoy a yearly patronage of some fSS fOOO.-^- 

fOa referring to a Parliamentary Return, dated 1st April 
18S9,. I find the following conclusive refutation o f Mr 
Crawfurd^s accusation of enormous patronage to China* 



•'^ Aft an example of the incidental expenses incurred by the Com- 
pany in China, independent of embassies, &c., I may mention that 
j£ 1.^,000 was expended in the publication of Dr. Morrison's Chinese 
dictionary, which book is used by the Japanese as a medium for transla- 
ti|^n/rom the Chinese into their own language,, the characters of which 
are i^li^e> though the colloquial part is different. Immense sumjs of 
money have also been laid out by the Company in surveying the 
China and other eastern seas, the charts of which form an imperish- 
able monument of the Company's greatness. 

t Chinese Monopoly examined, page I. 
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Number of Writers sent out to China iu Three Years. 

In 1826-27 None! 

1827-28 One. 

1828-29 None! 

One Chinese appcnntment divided between fQfiy4iwo 
Directors* in three years. Eco uno disce omns ' 

In the foregoing passage the Directors are designated 
" four and twenty private gentlemen ;" but the same 
writer, in the Edinburgh Review, describes them as " saoe^ 
reigns, and huckstera,'^'-^^^ Hamlets and Harlequins^r^ 
" grocers^ em/perors, cheesemongers, tea-dealers, &c.;"+ 
and there . is a grandi-loquent " we protest against their 
being allowed to carry a sword in one hand and a ledger 
in the other*'*' 

This language, as coarse and vulgar as it is stupid 
and unmeaning, is perfectly unnecessary, as the Com* 
pany appear at Canton solely as peaceful traders ; and it 
is by rigidly maintaining that character that they have 
been enabled to create, extend, and continue the vast 
commerce carried on by British subjects with *^ a jeaMts 
and unsocial people, who are far from having arrived at 
that point of civiliza^tion when men are prompted hg 
their passion f(yr gain to get rid of some share of their 
antipathy to strangers, and to perceive the benefits of a 
foreign commerce which the government of China eoopressts 
an avowed hostility to tolerate rather than protects r} 
An enquiry, however, into the alleged ruinous combi- 

♦ Six Directors go out by rotation every year. 

t Page 316, 320, &c. 

I Mr. Crawfurd's sentiments, as expressed in his work on the 
Indian Archipelago, published in 1820, page 169 : when exantinin'g 
the value of the testimony presented to Parliament against the 
present system, I shall contrast it with the opinions of the same 
writer in the Edinburgh Review, and other publications at a later 
period. 
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nation of political and commercial functions, which a trite 
expression of Lord Grenville'^s has furnished a standing 
theme for, will best appear in another place; it is suffi- 
cient here to observe, that the principle even if granted 
to be strictly just, and admitting of no exception^ is not 
applicable to China, as the British supercargoes there 
have no political functions to exercise ; and the Board of^ 
Control in England have little or nothing to do with the 
tea-trade, which is carried on under certain limitation* 
defined by Act of Parliament, and unsubjected even to 
the authority of the Governor-General in India. 

I conclude this unavoidably desultory chapter with an 
extract from the Report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons in 1831, which, together witli the 
preceding statements and the annexed copy of a letter 
from the Hong merchants at Canton to the Chairman of 
the East- India Company, will, I trust, be found ade- 
quately sufficient for any impartial person to form an 
opinion as to the utility, nay, the absolute necessity for 
ah undisturbed continuance of the Company^s factory at 
Canton, until the . revolutions of time shall alter the 
present state of affairs in China. 

** The CoBipany's trade at Canton is managed by an establishment of 
Supereargoes and Writers, twenty in all, with two inspectors, whose 
duty it is to examine into and report upon the qualities of all teas 
offered for sale to the Company. Three or four of the senior Supre- 
cargoes are annually formed into a Select Committee, who, under the 
orders of the Court of Directors, conduct the whole of the Company's 
affairs in China. The Select Committee possess certain powers over 
British subjects and country ships when in China. 

The influence of the Company's servants at Canton is stated to be 
oonsiderjible, and to have increased of late years« They are admitted 
to peK3onal , conferences with the Chinese authorities, who occa- 
sionally pay visits of compliment to the Factory and the Company's 
ships They are the only foreigners who are permitted (and much 
value is attached to the privilege) to address the local government in 
the Chinese language. All other foreigners are obliged to use 

K 2 



132 

European lan^ages, whereby the Govemment is enabled to put what 
coTistruction it pleases upon the contents of the addresses. 

The Company*s superior influence is ascribed to the magnitude and 
regularity of their dealings, and to their being able to temporise^ 
without either incurring national dishonour, or bringing ruin np<m 
themselves. 

It is maintained, that the country trade exists under th6 protection 
of ^he Company^s trade, that the Company's in'fluence has afforded a 
necessary and efficient counterpoise to that of the Hong, and that it has 
been successively exerted in upholding the character and station of fo- 
reigners. It is stated, moreover, that by the influence of the Company, 
searches of country ships have been prevented, and difficulties in the 
prosecution of their transactions removed ; that exactions and com- 
binations have been checked and resisted; and that foreign trade, in 
general, has been greatly benefited by means of that influence, the 
objects for which the Company have had to contend being for the 
most part of common interest to all nations." 

Copy of a LETTER from the Hong Merchants of Canton to the 
Chairman of the East-India Company.* 

All the Canton Hong merchants present a Letter at the feet of the 
Honourable Superintendent (or Chairman) of the English Honour- 
able Company, 

A respectful notification : 

Heretofore have been received protection and countenance, fpr 
which gratitude is engraven on our hearts to an inexpressible deg^ree. 
Dwelling far away, our special prayer is, and consolation will be, that 
the honourable superintendent may, whether rising or at rest, enjoy a 
pleasing tranquillity, and a hundred forms of social felicity. 

We, junior brethren, have for a longtime received the management 
of the Honourable Company's commercial affairs, and on both sidea 
truth and justice have been reciprocally united. Scores of years have 
been as one day ; for the trade of your honourable nation which comes 
to Canton has been all under the control of the Honourable Com- 
pany's one hand, and for a long period there have been appointed 
to Canton a chief, second, third, and fourth for the general manage- 
ment of the commerce. Moreover, the Company's captains are all 
eorpenenced gentlemen^ selected and appointed by the Honourable Court 
to come to Canton. Even the sailors of all the ships are selected and> 
hired by the Honourable Court (or Company) ; hence, for a long 



^ • Note. From No. 1 of the Accounts and Papers laid before Parlia- 
ment, October 1831. 



133 

period, those who have come to Canton have traded in mutual tran- 
fuiUity. Even if any disturbance did occur, there were the Honour- 
able Company's chief and the ships* captains to exercise control ; a 
state of things different from that of other rmtions, who had no com^ 
pony,* Therefore, in our commercial dealings with the Honourable 
Company, we have heretofore had fixed regulations, mutual confidence, 
«Bd mutual tranquillity. Not only indeed in commerce, but even in 
public (or political) affairs, having the Compfmy's concentrated 
responsibility, matters were easily managed. 

But we have heard that the Honourable Company is limited to 
three years : that after three years the term will be completed, and 
4hen there will be a dissolution of the associated body. On hearing 
this we were exceedingly grieved. Why? For the following 
reasons : 

The Honourable Company have annually not fewer than twenty, 
and more ships, all of them large ones, which come to Canton ; traders 
«nd sailors not under several thousands. The captains of all the 
ships are old and long- experienced men, selected and appointed by 
the Company to sail and manage the ship and cargo ; and for the 
Bailors who come to Canton, there is the Company's chief at Canton 
to keep up a general control over them. Of these sailors there are a 
^^at many whose tempers and habits are untractable, and whose 
natural dispositions are unyielding and fierce, fond of creating a dis- 
turbance, but having the ship captains and chief to exercise a control 
over them, and be responsible, heretofore there has never been any 
very great business fermented to completion. 

Matters being thus, not only is the trade of the Honourable Com- 
pany which comes to Canton easily done, but public (or political) 
affairs also are easily managed. 

If after three years, the term of the Honourable Company be com- 
pleted, and it be dispersed, then individuals of your honourable nation 
will every one produce capital and hire ships to come to Canton to 
trade. We imagine there will be scores of them. At that time the 
captains who come will all be hired by ' individuals : not like the 
Honourable Company's captains, all old and experienced gentlemen, 
selected to fill the situation. Beside, traders and sailors, not fewer 
than several thousands, will not be men selected and employed by the 
Company, but good and bad will be mixed. Moreover, the men of 
your honourable nation are many of them by habit and nature unyield- 
ing and vehement (or fiery), if there be no Company's chiefs nor 

• M. Dobell says, the Chinese prefer to trade with Companies, 
their own business being carried on by a similar combination of indi- 
vidual interests. 
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Company^fl captaim lo exercise control over them, there will asanredly 
be constant distarbancee; and it is possible some grand aifiray may be 
produced ; and at that time there will be no Honourable Company to 
grasp it with a master's hand. Not only will the p«blie afikirs be 
pushed aside, and difficult to manage, but it va apprehended that the 
trade of your honourable country will be in danger. 

It is not so well to find a remedy when the eiil occurs, as previously 
to guard against it. We again, and a fourth time, have considered 
the subject, and only wish that after the Honourable Company's 
three years are completed, it will, as of old, be re-established ; and 
that all affairs will still be managed according to the old regulations, 
that you and we may enjoy mutual tranquillity, and that there may 
be no mishap. Not only will commercial affairs be easily transacted, 
but should it occur that political questions arise, still, as heretofore, 
there will be the Honourable Company to grasp them with a master's 
hand, and there will be a concentrated responsibility. This is wh«t 
is expedient for both parties ; but the greatest advantage will be for 
your honourable nation's commercial intercourse with Canton.* 

Now, a change having taken place, and Mr. Marjoribanks, a man 
very intelligent and profoundly understanding what is just and reason* 
able, having come to Canton to fill the place of chief, we are very 
much rejoiced and consoled. From this, 3-ou and we shall recipro- 
cally be more tranquil; and the Honourable Company's trade, as well 
as public affairs, will both be more prosperous. We write especially 
to communicate the above sentiments, and respectfiilly compliment 
the honourable chairman, wishing him every good which we do not 
narrate. 

(Signed) All the Hong Merchants : 

HowQUA. Fatqua. 

MowQUA. Chuno Wo. 

FUANKUEQUA. HeNO ThIE. 

GoQUA. Shun This. 

KiNQUA. YUN Wo. 

Tftoukwang, 10th year, 12th moon, 11th day. 
(24 January 1831.) 

• Mr. Bates admitted before Parliament, page 370, that " the 
trade at Canton is more steady in consequence of the regtUarity with 
tvhich the Company move /"—and he said, " there aare soms Ame- 
ricans who think the supply of tea might fall off, or that the price 
might fluctuate^ and he very much against foreigners if the East- 
India Company were not at Canton P' 
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CHAPTEK VIII. 

REPLY TO THE ALLEGATIONS OF MR. McCULLOCH, 
MR. CRAWFURD, THE EDINBURGH REVIEW, &c. 

*' From the commencement of the present charter in 1814 to the end of 1830, the total 
quantity of tea sold at the East-India Company's Sales has been 468»634,561 Its.; so that 
supposing the excess of price (over the Hamburgh prices, be it remembered, which are 
Idwot dian the tea ooold be bought for at Canton), ducged bjr the Company to have beeil 
diroughout the same as in 1830, the total surplus price received by them will have been 
£2li,8l5,S3(^r—3ieCuUo€h*s Commerciai IHetionarp, 1830. 

It is a painful circumstance to find men of reputed 
Integrity, considerable talents, and extensive influence, de- 
ceiving either themselves or the public, whose opinions 
they desire to guide; while in no case is there more 
cause to abstain from ill-judged attempts at popular ex- 
citement than on the question now under consideration. 
It is not within the province of man to investigate the 
motives of his fellow-beings, and yet it is difficult to dis- 
connect them with actions, which bear on the face of them 
the most palpable appearance of direct and wilful misre- 
presentation. This, however, is a point on which I am 
unwilling to comment ; I must leave it to the impartial^ 
reader to draw his own conclusions, as to whether public 
writers, who set themselves up as guides for a nation, ought 
not to scrutinize impartially every argument applicable to 
the point at issue, and calmly to submit the result to the 
decision of their readers ; I have heretofore pursued this 
course ; and although it might be supposed that 1 have suf- 
ficiently proved the strength of the position I took up in 
the second page, yet a work of great celebrity,* and de- 
serving of a high eulogium for the, in general, just principles 
which it advocates, and the valuable mass of facts 
it contains, having appeared since the foregoing pages 

• McCulloch's Commercial Dictionary. Longman and Co. 
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were written, I deem it necessary to reply, as briefly as 
possible, to the exceedingly erroneous allegations and un- 
candid statements which Mr. McCulloch, or the writer ol 
the article on ^^ tea," has introduced into this standard 
work. And here let me inquire, who are the advocates for 
overthrowing the present system ? First, Mr. McCidloch, 
a political economist, of universally acknowledged talent as 
a writer on abstract principles, who has never been in 
China ; never was engaged in commerce ; knows nothing of 
the tea trade but what the statements of Mr. Crawfurd 
afford, and which are copied verbatim from that gentle- 
man'^s writings, and from an article written by Mr. Craw* 
furd in the Edinburgh Review for January 1831 ; a 
writer who, in this very dictionary, treats the Bank of 
England monopoly with candour, but displays a very 
opposite feeling towards the East-India Company; and, 
while accounting for the diminished consumption in Great 
Britain of articles of general diet, justly attributes the 
cause to excessive duties, but shuts his eyes to this and 
other considerations, whai he came to treat of tea.* 

2d. Mr. Crawfurd, a gentleman who has never been in 
China, never was engaged in trade, who is receiving a 
handsome income for attacking the East-India Company, 
and who in his Protean writings has too often mistaken 
assertion for fact, or exhibited only that portion of the 
picture which was most favourable to his views; while con- 
sistency in his arguments, or reasonable conclusions from 
his alleged facts, have not characterized his writings* 

3d* Mr. Rickards, who is at the head of a highly respect- 
able mercantile firm in London, and is so far interested in the 
overthrow of the present system, by being connected with a 
house of agency at Canton. No person, who is at all aware of 
Mr. Rickards' public career, or the strenuous efforts he has 

* I would partiealarl^ refer to the articles on brandy and wine 
in the Commercial Dictionary. 
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made for the welfare of millions of his fellow-creatures, but 
must award to him the civic crown to which he is so emi<- 
Djently entitled ; but man is fallible, and Mr. Bickards is not 
exempt from the lot of mortality. Of all the opponents of the 
JSast>India Company, I conscientiously believe Mr.Rickards 
to be the most disinterested; that in all his arguments and 
writings, his motives are as free from the dross and leaven 
of selBshness as it is possible for human actions to be; 
that with this philanthropist, saltts populi is suprema leaf; 
yet it is on this very account that I regret Mr. Rickards^ 
o{^)osition to my views as to the continuance of the exist- 
ing management of the tea trade, and sincerdy deplore 
being neceissitated to hold an opposite course from a gen- 
tleman, whom I only know through the medium of his 
writings^ which are amply sufficient to convey an idea of 
exalted benevolence, but which, it must be admitted, are 
tinctured with more of the feelings of an ardent enthusiast 
than of a practical statesman. 

4th Mr. Bates, an American agent, who in anticipation 
of the overthrow of the charter, looks to supplying tea to 
the whole British empire at one-third less than the Com- 
pany now supply tea for, i. e. absolutely for much less than 
the vilest rubbish under the denomination of tea can be 
procured at Canton ! 

5th. Mr. Buckingham. Of this gentleman I am ex- 
ceedingly unwilling to speak ; his talents command my ad- 
miration, his misfortunes my respect, his energy and glaring 
misrepresentations my astonishment ; he is one of those— 

" Quick bosoms to whom quiet is a hell, 

which will not dwell 

In its own narrow being, but aspire 

Beyond the fitting medium of desire ; 

And, but once kindled, quenchless evermore ; 

Preys upon high adventure, nor can tire 

Of aught but rest ; a fever at the core 

Fatal to him who bears, to all who ever bore !" 
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6th. The Liverpocd merchants are also among the most 
strenuous antagonists of the Company, for they expect 
that a great portion of the tea trade would fall to their lot, 
instead of its coming to London. This is no doubt true; 
but are not the Liverpocd merchants at present enjoying the 
North-American trade, the African trade, a very large 
portion of the West-Indian and East-Indian trade, and a 
considerable share of the continental European trade P And 
if to all this abstraction from the Port of London, be added 
the project of a commercial rail-road from hence to Soutb- 
aihpton, to save the necessity of vessels coming up the 
Chaniiel, where will then be the maritime commerce of the 
metropolis? This is a consideration not the least to be 
attended to, in a deliberation respecting the tea trade ; and 
I would hope that the legislators of Great Britain will niow, 
as they have ever done, regard the future as equal in inw 
portance to the present, if they consider it advantageous 
for a mercantile empire to possess a commercial metropcdii; 

I proceed now with Mr. McCulloch, who admits that 
^^ the late rise and present magnitude of the British tea 
trade are among the most extraordinary phenomenon m 
the history of our commerce.'* After this just admission, 
I was indeed startled to find, a few lines further on, when 
describing the rapid and heavy increase oi the government 

duty on tea, the f(dlowing passage : 

" In consequence partly of this increase of duty,- but far more of 
the conduct of the East-India Company in relation to the trade, 
the consumption of tea, as compared with the population, has beeti 
steadily declining since 1800 !"• 

In order to prove the extreme unfairness of such an 
allegation, I have compiled the annexed table from the 
returas prepared for Parliament by the meritorious ex- 
ertions of Mr. Irving, of the Custom House. 

* The italics and note of astonishment are Mr. McCulloch's. 
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Thus we see that, so far from the consumption of tea 
^'steadily dedining^ it has more than held its ground 
compared with the amount of population, and much more ao 
than sugar, wine, tobacco, brandy, &c., on which the duties 
are not ad valorem and have been decreased, while that oa 
tea has been raised to its present high rate; the price 
also has been kept up in China in consequence of increased 
consumption ; by reason of its already large manufacture 
in the only country were it is prepared, and by the policy 
of the Hong merchants and tea men. 

Mr. McCulloch, it is true, has given a short table of the 
population and of the consumption of tea, but he has erred 
in the first and last periods ; I have taken the average of 
three years from Sir Henry Pamell's table, in his fourth 
edition of Financial Reform ; and with respect to the last 
period, it is perfectly absurd for a writer who pretends to 
accuracy, to take for granted the consumption of tea in 
Great Britain in 1827, as not exceeding that of 1831 ! Why 
the very tabl^ * that Mr. McCulloch gives to shew, as he 
says, " how th^s decline has been occasioned" prove, directly 
the reverse. Bohea for instance, 

s. d. 

In 1814 and 1815 lbs. 1,237,102 at 2 5 per lb. 

In 1827 and lfe28 „ 7,538,211 at 1 6 „ 

In 1829 and 1830 „ 12,570,804. 

This is a curious proof of mismanagement of the trade^ 

according to Mr. McCulloch'^s own shewing I \ Having 

proved that there is no relative decreased consumption of 

tea in Great Britain, I turn to America, and compare the 

consumption there with the population ; which is another 

fair way of examining the justness of Mr. McCuUoch's 

attack on the Company. 

• Quantities and prices of the several sorts of tea sold by the East- 
India Coinpany since the last renewal of their charter. (Cora. Diet) 

t The East-India Company exported from Canton, in 1830, 
48,043,806 lbs. of tea, and the privilege trade 1,168,948 lbs., making 
on the whole nearly 50,000,000 lbs. of tea ! 
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The rapid increase of populadcyn in America, amounting 
in forty years to upwards o( fourteen mUlion^ is as remark- 
able as the diminished consumption of tea ; while in this 
countr}', where the population during the same period has 
not increased seven million (not half of the increase of 
America), the use of tea under the East-India Company'^s 
management has been augmented. 

The next allegation of Mr. McCulloch's desen-ing of 
attention is, that the Company by *^ limiting the quantity 
of tea in the market, have raised its price above its natural 
elevation. A most direct contradiction is given to this asser- 
tion by the tables at pages 102 and 104, but to save the 
trouble of referring to almost every part of this work in 
which it will be found that the supply has been supeiv 
abundantly adequate to the demand, I give the following 
return for the last three years of the quantity of tea put 
up for sale at the India-House without any Jixed price ; 
that is, of tea imsold at the previous sales in conse- 
quence of the brokers deeming a large enough stock to be 
on hand for the real benefit of the market. 
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This table shews that nearly fix^e miilion pounds were 
offered for sale by the Company in three years above the 
demand! That bobea has not been overstocked in the 
market is readily accounted for by the circmnstance of dts 
being difficult to procure an ample supply at Canton of the 
good quality required ; and I have repeatedly shewn how 
much the consumption of that species of tea has augmented 
while the price has been lowered. With regard to fine 
teas, I find by a Parliamentary return* that in three years 
nearly half a million pounds of hyson tea were refused by 
the buya:^ as surplus; and by a return at page 926, 1 
observe also that the total quantity of tea in the buyers 
hands dui-ing the same period was thirtjf million pounds ! 

I come now to consider the most serious charge of Mr. 
McCuUoch against the Company, it is that which I have 
prefixed to this chapter ; he says (at page 1031), or Mr. 
Crawfurd says, or the Edinburgh Reviewer says, for they 
are one and all the very same figures and statements, — 
** the total excess of price charged by the Company on 
30,612,484 lbs. of tea sold in 1830 over the Hamburgh 
price, is found to amount to <f 1,889,975. From the com- 
mencement of the present charter in 1814 to the end of 
1830, the total quantity of tea sold at the Company'^s sales 
has been 466,634,551 lbs., so that supposing the ewcess of 
price charged by the Company to have been throughout the 
same as in 1830, the total surplus received by them will 
have been <£^28,81 6,820.'' 

This is a statement which in point of candour is unworthy 
the author of the Commercial Dictionary ; it is glossed 
over with a varnish of truth, and the allegation in the 
latter part fomided on an unwarranted supposition will not 
add to the commercial reputation of the framer thereof; 

* Appendix to the First Report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, p. 921. 
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the whole passage is indeed either one of presumptuous 
ignorance, or written more under the vindictive influence 
of party feeling than from the sober deductions of reason. 
I lament the necessity of using such strong language, but 
I hold fidelity of statement and impartiality of deduction 
of so much importance that I think no language too strong 
for reprobating a departure therefrom ; because, if it be 
unintentional, the sting falls innocuous. And here again 
let me repeat, that I ask no latitude or confidence in any 
assertion I make ; for I appeal to the evidence of facts. 

The basis on which Mr. M'Culloch grounds this mon- 
strous charge, is the consular return frdm Hamburgh, 
which I have so fully exposed in the chapter devoted to 
the subject ; he says, referring to those returns, " the ex- 
traordinary excess of the Company's prices over those of 
Hamburgh, Rotterdam^ et cetera^ is obvious at a glance ; 
but taking the prices at Hamburgh as a standard the 
discrepancy may be set in a still clearer point of view.*" 
Now here I accuse Mr. M'CuUoch of most disingenuous 
conduct in fixing on Hamburgh as a standard ; and why ? 
because the prices at Hamburgh are not in several instances 
one half the amount of similar named samples in the other 
consular returns ! Bohea for instance is seven pence 
iarthing at Hamburgh and sixteen pence farthing at 
Frankfort ! ! * Is this a fair way to form a standard ? 
Again, congo is quoted in only two of the consular returns 
as follows: 



Hamburgh 



Congou ..... .per lb. 

Do ., 



» 



Average .. per lb. 




Rotterdam. 



Congou. . • • . . per lb, 

Do 

Do 



n 



9i 



Average .. per lb. 




1 6J 



* Exclusive in both placea of the nominal duty levied on them, 

L 
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Yet Mr. M*Culloch fixes on Hamburgh Tor a standard f 
But again let me hold up to the public gaze this utter 
defiance of justice. 

Souchong is quoted at five places, free of duty, as follows, 
and I wish much for it to be borne in mind, that the eight 
pence three farthing souchong at Hamburgh has affixed it- 
by the London brokers — " no price, unfit for useT^ Yet 
it forms a part of Mr. M*CullocVs * standard !' 





Hamburgh. 


1 
Rotterdam. 


Frankfort. 


1 

' New York. 

1 


1 

1 


1 

Souchong . . J 
per lb. . . 1 


«. d. 

8} 
1 
i 8 


«. d. 

2 7* 

3 3| 

4 2f 


«. d. 

2 6 

2 10 


«. d. 

1 m 

2 7i 


1 

«. d. 

Hi- ■■ 

2 1| . 


Average prices 


1 1 


2 11 


2 8 


1 11 


1 6i 



This is a pretty expose of Mr. M*Culloch'*s impartial 
Standard, for alleging that the Company have plundered 
the British public of .£^^,816,820 since 1814 ; indeed, I 
must look again at the title-page of the work before me to 
see whether any man claiming the confidence and patronage 
of his fellow subjects has had the hardihood to avow hw 
name connected with a charge, which, if true, would st^mp 
the East-India Company with eternal opprobiiim. 

If Mr. M^Uulloch were disposed to treat this importatrt- 
question on the broad basis of its merits, why did he fijt on' 
Hamburgh for a standard ? Why did he include in his 
average price for soucliong some trash with eight pence 
three farthings afiixed to it, when he saw appended to it in 
the most distinct manner * no price, unfit for ua^f Why 
did he not take the average of Rotterdam at 9^. llrf. or 
Frankfort at 2«. 8d. instead of Hamburgh? The reason 
is obvious, because the Hamburgh price was little: more 
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than one third that of Rotterdam ! Such are the statements 
on which Parliament is called to legislate; such is the 
veracity of commercial politicians, on whose ipse diadt a 
popular clamour is endeavoured to be raised. But I have 
not yet done with Mr, M^Culloch^'s Hamburgh standard. 
Campoi is averaged at Is. 2d. at Hamburgh, and it is only 
quoted in two other places, Rotterdam and Frankfort; 
there is none in the New York samples ; and I have ex- 
cluded the Russian teas from my examination of the 
** standard,'^ because of their enormously high price, and 
by reason of Russia not being open to American competi- 
tion. 





Haxnbiu^h. 


Rotterdam. 


Fnnkfoit. 


Campoi . . . .per lb. < 


9. d. 
1 OJ 
1 3| 


8. d. 

1 5^ 

1 8 

2 11 


». d. 
2 11} 

•-MM 


Average 


1 2 


2 


2 llf 



Really I blush for you, Mr. McCuUoch; I know no- 
thing of you, have never seen you, but have a high 
respect for your abilities. I am one of those, however, who 
while they idolize the supremacy of mind, think it a curse 
instead of a blessing to its possessor and to mankind, unless 
it be accompanied by the strictest public integrity; I 
cannot think you yourself wrote the article which I 
am examining, and as I perceive you contemplate a 
second edition to a work which ought to be translated into 
the language of every commercial country in the world, 
I do h(^ that for your own sake, if not for the sake of 
truth, that you will cause to be expunged a series of 
gross fallacies derogatory to your name — to your deserved 
fame — and to the integrity of your very character, as one 

l2 
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of the first mercantile writers of the age. The absolutii 
necessity of this step you will be compelled to acknow- 
ledge before I have completed my exposition, and I 
address myself thus publicly to your innate sense of 
honour, because in almost all your principal articles, you ac- 
knowledge at the end the works wherefrom your statements 
are derived and your remarks compiled; am I to infer 
from the absence of such notification with regard to 
** tea^ that it was written by another person, to whom 
you confided the latter half or false statistical portion 
of it? 

I forbear quoting any more evidence for the refutation 
of your unfair " standard :^ I might cite the whole re- 
turns before me, but I should be distrusting the common 
sense of those who do me the honour to peruse these 
remarks, were I to entertain a doubt that I have failed 
to prove my assertion of your disingenuousness in fixing 
on Hamburgh as ^^ a standard ^ to enable you to form a 
charge of extortion against the Company, and of supine- 
ness against the legislature for permitting it. 

Now, Mr. McCulloch, in selecting these low Hamburgh 
prices, did it not occur to you as rather remarkable, 
that there was as great a ^^ discrepancy ^ between those of 
Hamburgh and Rotterdam and Frankfort, as between the 
former place and England ? Did it not appear sii^ular, 
particukurly after your correct statement at pagelOSS, that 
^* the tea plant bears a close resemblance to die vine, 
varieties of tea being like varieties of the grape produced 
by difference of climate, soil, locality, age of the crop 
when taken, and modes of preparation C* — that *• the soils 
capable of producing the finest kinds sre within given 
districts, limited and partial T — ^that " skill and care, 
both in husbandry and preparation, are quite as necessary 
to the production of good tea as to that of fipod wipe.*' 
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How J bearing this in mind, I a^k you, Mr, McCullochi 
did it not appear singular that teas, having the same name, 
siioiild have such a different pripe at Hambfirgh, Rotter- 
dam, and Frankfort, all open to Amierican competition ? 
If the analogy be so perfect between wine and tea, which 
js most true, and to which I had previously alluded 
before I saw your work, how is it that the two samples of 
congou from Hamburgh should be only 1«. and 1«. 4!cL^ 
while the three of Rotterdam are 1^7c?., l«.9c{., and ^.1M,d 
But that it was unfair of you to compare the bohea 
or congou samples at all in comparison with English 
teas of nearly similar names, is shewn by the tetter of 
the tea-brokers appointed to examine the samples, and - 
which is annexed to the Parliamentary return from which 
yoii have taken the Hamburgh prices. The brokers, 
in their letter to Government, state that ^ they think if 
r^it to observe, that two of the samples of bohea are 
decidedly inferior in quality to any imported of late 
years by the Honourable East-India Company.*" Yet, Mr. 
McCuUoch, you cull out these very samples in order to 
substantiate your charge, and assert that the Company 
demands tenpence per lb. for bohea beyond the price for 
which a similar tea could be bought atHambm*gb; iuhI 
on this again you build a charge of extortionate price for 
bc^ea of £157,417 for the year 1829, while you throw 
atlide entirely the Frankfort price for bohea of sixteen 
pence farthing, which is not much less than the Company^s 
average price for a tea far superioir in quality* 
. . With respect to congos your conduct has been still 
IDore unjustifiable- The before-mentioned brokers state 
in the letter adverted to — ** With reference to the samples 
of congou, which is the description of tea principally con- 
sumed in this country (about two-thirds of the whole), 
lliere being in each quarterly sale at the India House 
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ifeorly one hundred samples, which sell at prices varying 
from S«. to 3s. 3d. per lb., and as we are only furnished 
with five samples it must be obvioui^ that we can fonh but 
a limited opinion as to the relation which they bear to 
those of the East-India Company's." 

In your desire to make out a case, you not only disre- 
garded this unbiassed evidence, but you selected two 
3amples at Is. and Is. 4fd»j entirely rejecting the other three 
ails. 7d.f Is. 9d., and is. 9d., by which means you alledge the 
Company defrauded the ^^ British and Irish consumer of 
tea" in 1829 of d^l ,132,99^, or since the last renewal of the 
Charter of ,f 18,197,872 ! It would be futile to trace 
throughout the whole of this allegation a similar course of 
unwarrantable conduct, a bare glance at the souchong prices 
at Rotterdam and Frankfort in the preceding page, is suf" 
ficient to condemn you before even an impartial jury of free 
traders ; for the writer who could stoop to include eight- 
penny souchong, which was declared ^^tmfiifor use'"* and as 
bearing ^ no pricey'" in a comparison with Continental and 
British teas, deserves compassion for his imbecility or con- 
tempt for his wretched endeavour to deceive. 

But^ Sir, on looking closer at the table you have given at 
page 1031, 1 perceive you have acted still further.* I am 
really at a loss to find moderate language in which to con- 
vey my sentiments* In the table where you compare the 
prices of tea at London and Hamburgh, page 1030, you 
give the average of souchong Is. l^d. which includes the 8d. 
souchong ; but in the very next page, in which you profesa 
to give the consular table as converted into sterling by Dr. 
Kelly the Cambist, pou totally exclude this very souchong, 
and give only two Hamburgh samples quoted at Is. and 
1^. Sd.\ Nay more, under the head of Rotterdam, you 
only give two souchong samples at \s. 7</«and 2a. Id., while 
you shamefully keep back the two following samples at 
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Sa. 3d. and 4^8. 2d., because they would expose your mU- 
statements ! ! , 

I have neithet time nor inclination to scrutinize more 
narrowly such petjy, mean subterfuges,* eUe I might 
occupy pages upon pages ; I turn therefore^ Mr. McCul- 
lock^ to ask ypu^ on what grounds you {^resume that the 
price of tea since 1814, has been at the «ame rate as you 
fidve it for 18209 for that also is essential to the truth of 
your position, laying aside the highly important question, 
as to whether those teas were sold at a yrrojit or loss. 

The annexed table proves the very reverse of your 
statement, and it shows that at this moment tea on the 
average, is absolutely cheaper in England than at Ham- 
burgh ! ^ 

* The Franlcfort samples are rejected altogether from the table > 
because of the high prices as compared with Hamburgh, and indeed 
in some instances with those of England. 
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It would be supererogatory a^A to advert to the various 
facts I have before adduced, to demonstrate that tea has not 
bnlj been imported into America and to the continent of 
Europe without any profit to the importer, but absolutely 
at a considerahle loss ; even at Rotterdam, where, as has 
been seen, the prices are double those of Hamburgh, Mr. 
Masterson the vice-consul states, the merchants have beguil 
to give up any idea of importing tea at a profit, while the 
dealers, as Mr. Consul Ferrier observes, are in favour of 
the establishment of a Tea Company on the English pria* 
ciple. For further details respecting the consular samples 
I must refer to the sixth chapter of this work, I proceed 
therefore hastily to examine the remainder of this anonuu 
lous article. 

At page 1032 you admit the reduced price and increasing 
consumption of Bohea, but err in your supposition in ascrib- 
ing ihe latter entirely to the former. In 1811, when bohea 
sold at the India House for 1«. Id. per lb., and during the 
preceding and some of the subsequent years, the Court of 
Directors in their dispatches to Canton observe,*— ^^ We may 
remark, that although no common bohea has been sold for 
more than six months, and consequently there is little or 
none in the market, yet there does not appear to be much 
call for it.^ The Company then, as I have stated before, 
began to try the effect of a superior gt/a^^^ of bohea tea, 
which they rightly thought—** would be as acceptable to 
those consumers who are in the habit of using tea of the low 
quality, and to whom perhaps it is as acceptable as the 
finest teas are to persons of a more delicate taste.*"* 

The result of this wise policy was soon apparent, the new 
tea rapidly rose in favour ; for 1 find by a letter 8th Decem- 

* Appendix to the First Report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons^-~Canton eorrespondence respecting bohea, 
p. 92i?. 
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her 1810,- three milium pounds of this superior bohea was 
shipped from Canton ; the reception such management met 
with from the British public is thus detailed in the corres- 
pondence laid before Parliament. 

Dated 12th April 1820. 
• 5^. The general quality of the bohea has justified the encourage- 
ment you gaTe the merchants in the increase of price, and we approve 
your scale of appreciation. 

58. You will find by our letter of 8th December 1819, we bad 
intended to diminish our indents for bohea ; but from an improvement 
in the demand for this article having since taken place, we shall raise it 
again to the same quantity we calculated upon immediately before that 
letter was written. 

Dated 11th AprU 1821. 
34. The bohea tea received last year has proved generally of good 
quidity ; and although the quantity exceeded our indent, the consump- 
fion has so much increased, as to have taken o£P the surplus. This 
increase of consumption is, in a great measure, ta be attributed to 
improvement in quality. 

Dated 15th August 1821. 

. 11. We are desirous that the lading of the Scaleby Castle should 
be composed entirely of bohea and twankay, as our stock of those 
sorts will be all exhausted in June 1822. If a sufficient quantity of 
bohea and twankay, of fi|ir quality^ should not be procurable to load 
this ship, you will fill up the deficiency with the lowest priced congo. 

. 12. You will not, however, upon any account, revert to purchases 
of tlie large leaf coarse bohea, of which our importations of former 
times principally consisted. 

Dated 19th April 1822. 

2. The bohea teas have given general satisfaction to the dealers, 
and have been, and continue to be so much in demand^, that our stock 
is insufficient to give an adequate supply in the ensuing June sale. 

3. The prices you have given for the several parcels of bohea 
appear reasonable. 

4. We approve your having shipped the whole of the bohea you 
had on hand in the season 1820-21, and desire that in future years the 
consignment rather exceed the estimate, if it can be procured without 
an increase in the cost price, until we shall have acquired a sufficient 
quantity, as we ai'e desirous that this species should constitute a part 
of our surplus stock of tea, in preference to so large a quantity of 
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contract congo. You will) therefore, use your litmoet endeavours (o 
procure, as early as practicable, the whole quantity of this species of 
tea, which appears to be required by the estimates transmitted in a 
subsequent part of this letter. 

70. Our letter of the 15th August last will have prepared you to 
expect an increase in our demand for bohea and twankay ; and you 
will, we trust, have already made some arrangements to meet our 
wishes. We hope you will eventually be able to accomplish the pro- 
vision of the bohea required, by encouraging the produce of the 
Woping districts, as this tea now appears to be much approved in 
England. 

Dated 8th April 1823. 

5. Considering the difficulties which you had to encounter in the 
provision of bohea tea, we can only express our concern that this part 
of our investment could not be realised to a greater extent. 

8. Poonequa's agent in the tea country having failed to furnish the 
quantity of up-country bohea contracted for, has been productive of 
serious inconvenience, the e£fect of which will be felt for some tinie. 

12. The bohea supplied by Kinqua is much inferior to that of any 
other merchant received this season, and such as we should not wish 
to encourage if the China market afforded a full supply of bohea tea ; 
but under existing circumstances, we should prefer the purchasing of 

, such tea to the alternative of sending so small a quantity of bohea as 
is quite inadequate to the demand of those consumers who are in the 
habit of using tea of the low quality, and to whom perhaps it is as 
acceptable as the finest teas are to persons of a more delicate taste. 

13. These observations are not made with a view to countenance 
the intix>duction of the old kind of common bohea, which was formerly 
made up from the refuse of the market, and which included even 
damaged tea in the state of dust. 

The foregoing requires no comment ; it sufficiently de- 
monstrates the care bestowed on this important branch of 
commerce, which must strike with admiration every person 
who peruses the mass of documents now before me. 

You state, Mr. McCulloch, that " the price of Bohea'* 
were it not for the monopoly, might be further reduced 
from Is, 6d. or 1*. 7rf. to 8jrf. or 9rf. per lb., for such is 
the difference between the price charged for it by the 
Company and its price at Hamburgh, New York, &c. f 
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that^^ were it reduced to this extent, it may be fairly pre- 
sumed, that the consumption of bohea would amount to 
7,000,000 or 8,000,000 Ibs.^ 

Why, Sir, under the present much abused system the 
quantity of bohea sold at the India-House from May 1830 
to May 1831, was 6,096,1 53 lbs. ; for the year 1831, it 
was 6,474,651 lbs., and for the present year it is still an 
the increase ! With respect to the price of 8d. or 9d. per 
lb., I deny that the vilest bohea can be bought for that 
sum in any part of Europe or America ; nay more, accord- 
ing to a table furnished by yourself in the very article I 
am combating (p. 1027), you prove that bohea in season 
or out of season is from 14 to 15 tales per pecul. And if 
you refer to the price currents from the time they were first 
published, you will scarcely find reduction in this charge ; 
yet you call on the Company to furnish their superior 
bohea (superior according to the very tea brokers whose 
examinations you quote), at the same price for which the 
refuse of the Canton market can be bought at the other 
end of the globe, 

O ! Futile secret, que de mentir k propdd ! 

You state Sir, that the East-India Company *^ being the 
onUf setters^ they invariably understock the market,*^ (P<^ 
1084, the italics are your own.) Hear the evidence of Mr. 
Lay ton, one of the oldest tea brokers, in his evidence before 
Parliament, and with which the Committee were particu- 
larly struck, from the manly and fearless disinterestedness 
with which it was given/^ Query — ^Is there a sufficiency 
of the low priced teas put up at the sales ? Quite so ; as 
much as the consumption will take, in fact, we refuse tea 
of the ordinary qualities at almost . every sale ! Again—* 
<^ It is the interest of the tea dealers, if they have got a 
6tock on hand, to refrain from purchasing, for they are 
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oblige^ to pay the Government duty at the time they pay 
for the tea.** 

Query— The trade never expresses an opinion that the 
quantity is too great or too small ? ^* Yes, that they 
are overloaded with tea! They come there with long 
feces, as they do in other places ;*' — ^but I will not weary 
my readers with further refutation of this palpable untruth. 
You speak, Sir, of the deterioration of the tea on account 
of^ the long time it is kept by the Company in their stores, 
and you partly blame the legislature for the same, but the 
Company also received their share of odium, and which no 
occasion is spared for heaping on them. Now, Sir, it is the 
recorded opinion of Mr. Layton and the other brokers, that 
** black teas are not injured by keeping ;** on the contrary, 
they are improved ; on this point any grocer will satisfy 
you ; they are like good wine, if well put up, improved by 
age; and it is well known, that the Chinese connoisseurs 
drink their black tea after it is several years old ; that they 
will not use a fresh black tea. We are indeed told, that 
the Americans drink their tea fresh ; the consumption 
being green tea, it is better they should : but what is the 
aptual state of the case ? Let the annexed extract shew : 

. <^' 1,900 packages sold April 26th 1831, consisting of 405 chests of 
young hyson ; 160 chests hyson skin, &c. &Cy. principally Washing- 
ton and General Hamilton's cargoes » Some of these teas have been 
iniported several years, and afford no criterion of value. — Hew York 
Price Current, April27ihy 1 831, 

I might cite many others of a similar tendency to prove 
also that prices are no criterion of quality or proof of sales 
being effected. Your remarks relative to the " influence 
of the monopoly on the duties of tea,'' are as erroneous as 
any of the preceding ; and your selecting the alleged 
" lowest prices,'* bohea and congou at Hamburgh, in order 
to shew how die Company enhance the cost to the poor, is 
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in unison with every other part of your statement ; while 
your allegation as to extensive adulteration and smuggling 
is not only unsupported by a single fact, but at direct 
variance with the parliamentary evidence on the subject ! 
Gratuitous suppositions seem to be peculiar favourites with 
you ; at page 1035, you assert, '^ it is abundantly certain 
were the trade thrown open, the consumption of tea would 
be far more than doubled." I refer you to the early por- 
tion of this work for testimony decidedly contradictory. 
Has complete freedom of sale produced an increased .cob-^ 
sumption in America, in Holland, in Hamburgh, in*, any 
part of the globe ? Quite the reverse ; facts are stubborn 
things, one of them is preferable to a million of theories ; 
and I defy you to point out any part of Europe where free- 
dom of competition has increased the sale of tea. I refisr 
you to the second chapter for the reasons. 

In your remarks on the " profit made by the East-India 
Company on the tea trade;*" you drag in the hacknied quo- 
tation of Gibbon respecting the " spirit of monopolists^ 
Why, Sir, this very sentence with the same words intro- 
ducing it, is prefixed to Mr. Crawfurd's pamphlet on <* the 
Chinese Monopoly examined," it figures away also in the 
Edinburgh Review with the same addiiamenta, and it is 
now copied into your dictionary, after appearing in all the 
public journals, and in every place where it was possible to 
cast a slur on the Company. Am I to suppose that a 
writer of your eminence would descend to such plagiarism ; 
or that you committed the compilation of the article before 
me to a person whom you knew to be a partizan on the 
question, pledged to a certain course, and therefore not 
likely under the present state of human nature impartially 
to propose a just view of the subject for a work which, 
above all things should be free from party feeling, and be 
indeed a mere register of facts ? You may take whichever 
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horn bf the dilemma you choose ; I apprehend the lattei^ 
wDl be entitled for its truth to a preference. I therefore 
close these remarks by referring jto the opposite opinions 
you have expressed on the " capacity of China to furnish 
tea in any quantity demanded,^ ivhich capacity, at page 
10S6, you assert to be " uxlimited ;'' while at page 10^, 
y6u admit that the ^^ growth of good tea is confined to five 
provinces, or rather parts of provinces in China,^ and that 
** although almost every province of China produces more 
or less tea, it is generally of an inferior quality or for local 
consumption only, or where of a superior quality, like some 
of the fine wines of France, losing its flavour when ex- 
ported.'' One word more— You mistake. Sir, either wilr. 
fully or ignorantly, in asserting that the public are taxed 
£8,000,000 for tea, for the benefit of 2,600 ^* ladies and 
gentlemen" — " very worthy persons" — *> all honourable 
men.'" In the first place you have not proved by a fair 
statement of facts that the public are taxed one penny by the 
East-India Company ; and in the second place, I am rather 
astonished you should make this remark after writing, or 
probably only perusing the chapter (IV) which you give at 
page 1033-on the legislative " conditions under which the 
East-India Company holds its monopoly," which you state 
'' were intended to secure a plentiful supply of tea to the 
public, and to prevent its being sold at an oppressive increase 
of p^ce." So that by your own shewing even the immuni- 
ties conferred on the Company were for the benefit of the 
public, not for that of " 2,600 ladies and gentlemen." 

I maintain.that the intentions of the legislature, which as 
you observe were dictated by a " well-founded jealousy," 
have been most fully answered, and that a conformity with 
the crude suggestions in your work would be productive of 
ruin to the trade and destruction to that large branch of 
the public revenue; if the present system of supplying tea 
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be rashly broken down, we shall have to pay as the 
Romans did for the sybilline leaves, a higher price for a 
diminished value. 

It would be a repetition of arguments to enter into aj) ex- 
position of the article in the lEdinburgh Review j* it is appa* 
rently the production of the writer of the tirade in Mr. 
McCulloch*s Commercial Dictionary, from which it alone 
differs by a display of vulgarity, vituperation, and viru- 
lence, exceedingly disgraceful to the character of the journal 
in which it appears. So eager was the opponent of the Com- 
pany to circulate this attack, that several hundred copies 
of it were reprinted in Paternoster Row for gratuitous dis' 
tribution ! The reviewer professes to give '* Reports from 
and Minutes of Evidence taken before the Select Com- 
mittees of the House of Lords and Commons on the Affairs 
of the East-India Company.'^ Does he do so P — No such 
thing ; he gives garbled extracts from the evidence otftmr 
ship captains, one an American; and a portion of Mr. 
Bates^s (who was never in China), but he leaves out that 
portion of the latter gentleman's testimony which under- 
went the perspicuous scrutiny of Mr. Melville, and selects 
only such passages of the former witness's as grive a 
colouring to his arguments. The whole evidence of the 
gentlemen in the Company's service is excluded, as well as 
the unquestionably important testimony of Mr. Davidscm, 
Mr. Milne, Mr. Masterson, Mr. Layton, and a host of 
others who were called upon by Parliament ! This la 
specimen the^r*^ of an Edinburgh reviewer's impartiality^ 
The second consists in pouncing on Hamburgh for a com- 
parison with the London prices of tea, which I bavees&t 
posed in the preceding pages. The third instance is 
shewn in accusing the Company of reqkcMung the taelfiiife 

•No. CIV, January 1831. 

t A ChiDese standard of value, compated at 69, 4e^by tfie GoMany; 
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Melville explanatory of this gross invention is totally kept 
out of sight. The fottrth is seen in an unfounded allega- 
tion of the Company acting in the teeth of the legislative 
enactment which secures to them their immunities, by 
enhancing the prime cost of their tea, not a shadow of 
reasonable evidence being adduced in support of it ! The 
jfltfth is an assertion that ^^ the Company were paying 
£26. 10«.' for freight, when private merchants were not 
paying more than ^8. or diPlO. per ton.^ Now Captain 
Pope, a ship owner, who had been in China, and is an 
economical man, stated in this very Parliamentary evidence 
(but which the reviewer has carefully kept out of sight), 
that he could " provide a ship to go direct to Canton for 
^15. per ton, and for £2. more he could pay the port 
dues:^— -this, be it remembered, is for a vessel scarcely 
more than one-third the size of the Company's ; not fitted 
out* for war as well as for trade, according to the regu- 
lations of 30th Geo. III. c. 89, and the 58th Geo. III. 
c. 8S, and of which it would require four such vessels as 
Captain Pope's to bring home one cargo of a 1,300 ton 
Company's ship,* consequently eighty vessels would be re- 
quisite to convey the tea now brought to this country in 
ttaenty of the Company's ships !^ Let us now see what the 
Company pay for their China freight, although several 
of the vessels are obliged to make a circuitous voyage vid 
India, &c., and are subject to political freight and de- 
morage ; and out of each ship about one hundred tone is 
allowed to the officers in order to enable them to try and 
push the sale of Britiidi goods and manufactures, &c. 
> By a Parliamentary retum,-(" I find that the average 
fixight of the whole period of the return up to 18S9 

• Evidence of Captain Alsa&^er. 

t P»g« 943. Select Committee of the Commons* Report. 

M 
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wasJSlS. 16$. 9d. per ton ; Captain Pope^s tender, let it be 
recoDected, being £17 for a vessel, not much more than 
one4hird the tonna^ of a Corapany^s ship ! In 18^ 
according to the shewing even of one of the of^xments 
of the Company,* 19,462 tons of shipping, some for 
Bengal and China, and some for Halifia and Chhia, 
were taken up at ten pounds eleven skUimgs per ton; 
one ship, the Java of 1,175 tons, was freighted at £6. 9s, &L 
per ton ; and during the same year, by Captain Maxfield's 
evidence, the Company engaged 45,143 tons of shipping 
at the average freight of Jburteen pounds nine ehillinge ! 
By a Parliamentary return before me,t die prospective 
freight required by the Company is given to 1884, in which 
year I find that they calculate reducing the whole of 
their China freight to £11. 19s. llcf. per ton.{ 

I wish to say a few words more on this charge of the 
Edinburgh Reviewer, respecting the *^ unmeasured extra- 
vagance of the Company,^ with respect to their shipping. 
The Company use large ships for several reasons; and 
I trust they will never lay aside the practice, so long as 
they possess the power to uphold it. I have shewn how 
extravagantly erroneous are the calculations made of the 
freight which they are alleged to pay, but which if it be 
considered that twenty ships bring as much tea from 
China as eighty small ones, the rate of freight paid by 
the Company is in reality much lower than the Parlia* 
mentary returns shew. Again, it is true we are at peace 
now — ^but how long are we to remain so? From the 
length of the voyage to Canton, it is requisite that the 
China fleet should be so timed that no delay would occur, 
in arriving at the proper seasons at Canton; .this, it is 

• Captain Maxfield. t Page 943. Commons' Ist Report, 1830. 

X The East-India Company have offered to private traders a large 
quantity of outward freight to India and China in their ships, at a 
very moderate rate. 
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true, might be managed with small ships in peace time, 
but in war the delay for convoy, and vast diflPerence in 
sailing qualifications, would be a serious annoyance in a 
fleet of small craft, while an Indiaman with her valuable 
cargo on board, mounting forty-four guns and manned by 
an efficient crew of ^^ true blues,^ will at any time carry 
her union-jack at the fore, and the British ensign at 
die peak in sight of an enemy's frigate.* Their loftiness 
in the water, and height between decks, renders them admi^ 
rably adapted for the conveyance of troops to and from our 
eastern dominions, for which purpose they are frequently 
used, complaints being made at the Horse Guards when 
small vessels are employed : their speed in sailing, and 
regularity in voyaging is truly extraordinary ,-|* their safety 
is such, that since 1806, about^ve htmdred of these superb 
vessels, which seem to — 

** Walk the waters like a thing of life, 
" And dare the very elements to strife !'* 

have been employed in bringing home tea from China, 
round that " stormy cape,'' the terrific tempests of which 
once felt, are never unremembered, yet only one has been 
lost (the Ganges) ; she foundered in a dreadful gale off the 

* I need scarcely recur to the gallant action in which Commodore 
Dance, of the Company's mercantile Marine, with a few Indiamen 
intimidated, after offering hattle to, the French Admiral Linois, with 
his flag on board an 84-g^n ship, accompanied by two heavy frivatef, 
a corvette and a brig ; or to the heroism displayed by the Indismsn 
in their voyage to China, when Captain Bulteel in the Belliqueua fell 
in with f^ree large French frigates on the Brazil coast: one was 
attacked by the Belliqueuw ; two Indiamen were dispatched efter the 
Medeay which struck to the Honourable Company's ship Exeter ; the 
third frigate was attacked by the fTarley, ana escaped only by throw- 
ing her guns overboard, cutting some of her beams through, and 
loosening the ' knees !' 

t I mention one instance as corroborative of this remark. In 1829, 
two of the Company's ships sailed from the Downs within two hours 
of each other^ and in 86 days they both made the Sand-heads at Cal- 
cutta, within four hoursy without ever having sighted each other 
during a voyage of 15,000 miles ! 

M 2 
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Cape of Good Hope ; had been built with scantling un- 
equal to her sixe, and hastily and imperfectly r^Mured at 
Bombay, after springing a leak. 

But I will shew by another demonstration the advantage 
of using large ships, even with reference to the Port charges 
at Canton.^ I take the register of the ships engaged in the 
China trade in 1786 and those in 1830>dl, with the amount 
paid in present or cumdiaw, and in measurement on each 
vessel in Canton, as fc^ows : 



Siifps engaged for Chika in the year 17^ with their Chartered 
Tonnage, stating the Present or '* Camshaw," and the Measurage 
Duty paid on each Ship. 



1786. 



Chartered 



King George 

Locko 

Melville Castle 

Lascelles 

Rear Admiral 

Osterley 

Earl Fitzwilliam 

Houghton ' 

Rose 

Hawke 

Admiral Barrington . . . 

Olatton 

Woodcot 

Dover 

Earl Wycombe 

Marquis Lansdowne . . . 

Lord Walsingham 

Nottingham 

Belvedere , 

Total 



776 
758 
806 
824 
914 
775 
803 
778 
801 
799 
527 
778 
802 
700 
643 
647 
559 
1,152 
986 



14,828 



Cumihaw. 



TtOrn. 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 

1,950 



37,050 



1,763 
1,810 
1,773 

1,782 

1,937 
1,641 
1,802 
1,700 

1,727 
1,798 

1,237 
1,639 
1,712 
1,522 
1,461 
1,510 
1,298 
2,217 
1,S79 



i 



32,208 



* The Emperor of China's personal fees on every foreign vessel 
large or small entering Canton, amounts to 1,600 tales of silver; 
which, reckoning the tale at 6s. id.U in sterling money ^06. 13f. 4^.! 



Sotps laden in China in the year 1S30-3I, with their Chartered 
Tonnage, and the Present or " Cumshaw," and Measurage Duty 
paid on each Ship. 



I83Mi. 


ToOMg*. 


=£.- 


Mwuv. 




640 
1,334 
1,330 
i;332 
1,348 
1,326 
1,330 
1,342 
1325 
1,283 
1333 
i;32S 
1,332 
1,332 

871 
1,416 
1,335 
1:311 
1,329 
],26l 
1,417 


Tila. 

1,950 
1,950 
1^50 
1^50 
1,960 
1,950 
1,950 
1,950 
1,950 
1,950 
1,950 
1,950 
1,950 
1,950 
1,950 
1,950 
1,950 
1,950 
1,950 
1,950 
1,950 


r^2 
2,071 

2,042 
2,059 

2,085 
2,040 
2,042 
2,004 


ThomaaCnulls 

A bercrcimbie Robinson .. 


William Fairlie 

Canning 

Ducbeas of Athol ...... 

SirJ)avidi!cott 


GenerLalfarris 


i;971 
2,064 
2,085 
2,042 
2,014 
1:417 
2,187 
2,073 
1,926 
2,078 
2,007 
2,137 




London 




OrweU 


George the Fourth 

Marquis Camden 

Earl BBlcBrra.t 


Total 


26,852 


40,950 


41,707 



The pecuniary advantage with reference to the Canton 
port dues, will be seen by observing the contrast in ton- 
nage with the expenses. 





T«». 


Cu-h... 


Mwuige. 




26.842 
14,928 


40,950 
37,050 


■ 40,70? 










Difference . . Tons 


11,914 


TaleB 3,900 


Talp?.8,499 



Thus by using large ships, the port dues on nearly 
nine thotisand tons have been saved. The advantage 
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respecting measurement alone, will be appreciated by the 
following statement furnished me from Canton. 

Charor for the Measuragc, &c. of small Ships atCAKTON. 



Tons. 



425 
452 
506 

716 

751 
821 
876 



Names. 



England 

Marquis of Hastings 
Lord Amherst .... 

Alfred 

Broxbornehur}' . . . . 

Moffatt 

Astell 




Tales. 



2,882 
2,969 
2,980 
3,358 
3,525 
3,452 
3,561 



The above sums include the *' present,*' or comshaw, on eaeh 
ship of 1,950 tales. 

The measurage, &c. of two ships of 450 tons each, would exceed 
that of one ship of 875 tons, by tales 2,377, or ^£792. 

The measurage, &c. of two ships of 450 tons each, would exceed 

that of one ship of 750 tons, by tales 2,413, or £804. 

The charge for measurage of ships of 750 to 850 tons, appears 
to be nearly the same, viz. 



Tons. 



Broxbornebury 750 

Moffatt '. 821 

Astell 875 



Tales. 
3,525 
3,452 
3,561 



A\*erag^ 



. » 



Tales 3,513 



The amount charged to each ship under the head of ** presents,'' 
(included in the above sums), has been reduced about 10 to 12 per 
cent. 

When the tea mania was at its height in America, 
some large ships were fitted out for the China trade, but 
the loss sustained on the tea forced them to be relin- 
quished, and the sales of small cargoes, or of parts of 
cargoes, is now with suiBcient difficulty effected without 
incurring risk, with a large cargo. The manner in which 
the Americans and country traders avoid the heavy port 
dues at Canton is curious; vessels He at Lintin, called 
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receiving ships, one of these is loaded with the cargoes of 
two ships, the goods,' Sic. being piled half-mast high, and 
with these, wind and tide in her favour, she glides easily up 
to Canton! 

I have done for the present with the Edinburgh Review ; 
in the investigation which I propose to take of the poli- 
tical and commercial character of the East-India Com- 
pany, I will refute the general assertions therein con- 
tained with regard to the China trade in general. 

The Chinese Monopoly ea^afnined^* is from the prolifie 
pen also of Mr. Crawfurd ; it is of the samb nature as 
the articles in the Edinburgh Review and the Comme^'cial 
Dictionary^ but written in a more flippant style, and 
presenting a greater mass of inconsistency ; the annexed 
extract will serve as an illustration of my remark. 



" We shall insist tip- 
on having clieap teas, 
and an ample supply 
of them, and we shall 
insist upon paying for 
them in the produce of 
British industry, ^^ (ma« 
nufactures), — p. G6 — 
** Chinese Monopoly 
examined.'' 



** The Americans and 
all other free traders 
buy their teas, not by 
barter, but, like civil- 
ized men, with money, 
and they obtain them 
at their necessary and 
natural price,^'* — p. 54. 



** The Chinese will 
only take British ma- 
nufactures in propor- 
tion as we take the 
products of China in 
return."— "In 1828 the 
manufactures exported 
to China by the E. I. 
Company amounted 
to je863,494 sterling, 
while the tea import' 
ed from China cost 
3,853,367^., 3,000,000/. 
of which ought to have 
been remitted toChina 
in British merchan- 
dise." — p. 67. 

Admirable logician ! Why Locke was but a fool to you, 
— ^first, you " insist upon having cheap teas, and an ample 
supply of them, and upou paying for them in the produce 
of British industry ,'' although the Americans, " like dvi- 
lized men^ find to their cost they must pay " money^ i. e. 
hard dollars for their tea, in order to obtain the " necessary^ 
quantity at a ^^ natural price!'''' While then again we 

* Ridgway, Piccadilly. 



168 

learn that ^^ the Chinese will only take British manufactures 
in proportion as we take the products of China in return !^ 
The absolute nonsense of the foregoing is palpable without 
further demonstration. Really, Mr. Crawfurd, when' you 
gave away six hundred copies of this pamphlet to the 
National Political Union for distribution throughout the 
country, you must have had a very mean opinion of the 
intellects of Englishmen, — you must have supposed them 
as ignorant of the principles of trade as the Shetlanders or 
the " children of the mist ^ I trust, however, it will be a 
long time before you succeed in mystifying the British 
public, who will form a just estimate of your commercial 
accumen on learning that you desired the destruction of 
the Canadas, which are now giving employment to thou- 
sands of your impoverished countrymen, for the sake of 
the Baltic timber merchants ; that you eag^ly sought the 
annihilation of the Cape of Good Hope trade, and the 
shameful violation of acts of parliament and council on 
which the wine cultivation there was founded and carried 
on, for the purpose of equalizing the duty on all wines ; 
on the generous Port as well as on the feeble Burgundy, on 
the rich Madeira as on the vin de Verdy or the luscious 
Tokay ; and that you preferred the foreign sugar refining 
bill to the safety of the West-India Islands, the prosperity 
of the planter and the amelioration of the slave ! As I 
have said in a former work, you jump at conclusions with- 
out caring what you demolish in your progress ; you would 
pull down a fabric without having wherewithal to build 
it up, and with a Jesuitical principle worthy of the best of 
the followers of Ignatius Loyola, you make means subser- 
vient to the end ; means which I hesitate not to stamp as 
disreputable to your character and disgraceful to your 
talents. Turn the talents you possess into their proper chan- 
nel, the service of our common country, and instead dT 
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seeking to be the leader of a party or to mount on the 
shoulders of others to distinction, fling aside such narrow- 
minded desires and reflect that by assisting to raise the 
prosperity of the British nation you effectually and even- 
tually enhance the liberty and comfort of the whole civi- 
lized world. In seeking to throw down the present system 
by stimulating the popular feelings, you are acting a part 
which ultimately will neither contribute to improve your 
reputation nor your station ; it is not by inserting your 
erroneous and party-coloured statements in every publica- 
tion where you can get them admission, that you may hope 
to gain your object ; the press is a powerful lever, I know 
its talismanic operation better perhaps than you do, and I 
rely on the bare facts which this work contains for the 
opening of the eyes of its conductors to the truth. I hear 
that your ambition tempts you to look forward to a seat in 
Parliament ; my ambition is proportionately high, but if 
the object of it were ten thousand times higher than it is, 
I would not stoop one inch to attain it, I would not barter 
my integrity for a momentary honour, I would not offer 
deception as the price of ephemeral elevation. 



no 



CHAPTER IX. 

REFUTATION OF THE EVIDENCE OF MR. BATES, 
MR. RICKARDS, AND MR. THORNLEY. 

" 1 should ay the teas cost the ooantxy about ooe miUkm and a half moKe than they 
«mdd,ifboii«htoiipriTat»acamBL"— Jfr. Bacoi'. ' ' 



In order the better to enable me to elucidate and refute 
the assertions and arguments of the opponents of the present 
system, I have commenced a new chapter with Mr. Bates' 
evidence ; because the opinions of this gentleman rest on a 
different basis from those of Mr. Crawfurd (I say Mr. 
Crawfurd dUme^ as I verily believe that neither Mr. 
McCulloch nor Sir Henry Parnell have ever investigated a 
subject on which they have so rashly ventured to express 
an opinion) ; and while the latter rests his assertions on a 
plausible assumption of facts, and by a suppressio veriy 
Mr. Bates condemns the present system " on hypothetical 
views of the future,"* which are underminded by his own 
arithmetical tniscalculation, by erroneous data, and con- 
flicting and contradictory testimony. 

The opinions of Mr. Bates being much relied on, by rea- 
son of his high standing in the mercantile world, from his 
supposed intimate knowledge of the China trade, and perhaps 
partly from the reckless or careless manner in which he 
offered his opinions to the Parliamentary Committee, I pro- 
ceed to scrutinize his statements ; but before doing so, must 
observe, that the peculiar situation in which the East-India 
Company stand, the complicated nature of their trans- 
actions, and the severe and indeed extraordinary legis- 
lative enactments by which they are bound, render an 
impartial comparison with a proposed isolated trade, per- 

• It is thus justly characterized by the comprehensively intelli- 
ffent Auditor-General of the India-House, in his able exposition of 
Mr. Bates's fallacies. 
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fcctly inclusive. Yet, evea under this almost over- 
whelming disadvantage, their opponents have not as yet, 
with all their '* appliances and means to boot,^ made out 
a reasonable case against th^n. To place Mr. Bates^ 
evidence in a clear point of view, it is advisable to explain 
the measures adopted by the Company for the purchase of 
tea, which is the only branch of the home China trade now 
carried on by them. In the first place, upwards of 
£2,S00,000 must be placed at the disposal of their agents 
at Canton. Having estimated the probable quantity of tea 
required for the ensuing year by means of the sales of the 
preceding one, a quantity of British manufactures to as 
large an amount as it is computed will find a market in 
China, is purchased by the Company in England ; this 
sum amounts to upwards of half a million sterling; 
although such a proceeding is by no means a profitable 
one to the Company, yet, as they have ever felt them- 
selves under a moral obligation to advance as much as pos- 
sible the interests of the English artizan and the welfare o£ 
the nation at large, every possible effort is made to this 
effect. With the intention of assisting the agriculture of 
India, raw cotton is provided at Bombay and Calcutta for 
the China market, and bills are drawn by the Company^s 
supercargoes at Canton on the Indian Governments, which 
are given to the private merchants as a means of remittance 
tot opium, British piece goods, woollens,.metals, &c., whidi 
are exported from Hindostan to China ; India thus afford- 
ing by commerce, and by bills of exchange for the disburse^ 
meat of territorial charges incurred in England, two thirds 
of the whole sum necessary for the purchase of the annual 
indent of tea. The money thus required by these circui- 
tous and several modes, is calculated in sterling and con- 
verted into " tales^ the Chinese money of account.* 

,* There is no coin in China but '< casky^ 1,000 of which go to form 
a " tale ;^^ the cash iscmnposed of six parts of copper and^ur of lead, 
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Having shown how the funds are provided, the next point 
for consideration is, the mode of preparing the estimate of 
the upset price, at which the legislature compels the Com- 
pany to offer their tea for sale ; this is computed as follows : 

1st Prime Cast Money expended in making the remit- 
tances to China from England and from India, which of 
course includes the charges on the outward consignments, 
ins^irance^ and also interest from the first period of expen- 
diture in England, until the arrival of the tea in England; 
the Company requiring only six months. 

2d. Freight. Which is 4f}^d, for black and 6Jd. for 
green tea, (which it is expected will be reduced to 2d. 67 dec. 
for the former, and Sd, 21 dec. for the latter by 1834). 

8d. Interest By the 24th Geo. III. c 88, the Com- 
pany are obliged to have always on hand in Liondon a 
quantity of tea equal to one year'^s comsumption at least, 
hence the tea is dead stock to the Company for twenty 
months, or frequently twenty-four months ; they are therefore 
properly authorized to charge interest thereon, which they 
do for eighteen months. 

4th. Insurance. The abovementioned Act permits the 
Company to charge in the upset price of tea, ^< the com- 
mon premium of insurance as a compensation for sea risk ;" 
the Company therefore charge three per cent. 

5th. Charges. This item embraces the expense of docks, 
warehouses, landing, housing, and preparing for sale ; also 
the cost of the factory in China, which is two per cent, on 
the net sale amount of teas, deducting charges, and is not 
paid until t¥ro years after the shipment of the teas fixun 
Canton. 

This preliminary will sufficiently explain the nature of 
the following Parliamentary table. 

round, marked on one side, raited on the edges, with a square hole in 
the middle. They are carried like beads on a string or wire ; and 
are so convenient for common use, that 7^0 are sometimes only ex- 
changeable ftur a nominal tale. — Dr. KeO^s Cambisi. 
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pecul of contract conffou weig-b- 
in|; 1331lb8. purchased for 29 tales, 
each tale being worth 5s. 5 ^., 
costs per th Is, Hd. 

2. Mr. Bates takes the tale at a 
period ofunusunl depression; he 
makes no allowance for the high 
rale of exchange which the Com- 
paoy are compelled to adopt be- 
tween India and China by the 
Board of Control, which the 
Company have in vuin protested 
Bgainat; he does not appear to 
refiect for a moment on the vari- 
ous and circuitous model in which 
the Company are necessitated to 
supply tteir agents 
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On the preceding estimate, Mr. Bates founds his allegil- 
tion of the Company charging S5 per cent. f(» their ten 
more than if it were supplied by the Private (rader- In 
order to do justice to Mr. Bates's arguments, I will use the 
double column, for confuting by juxta-poation replies and 
B so vaguely and so erroneously made. 

REFUTATION of M«. 
BATES' STATEMENTS, 
DERIVED PROM THE EVI- 
DENCE BBFoHu PARLIA- 
MENT IN 1830. 

1. A correct calculation of the 
opposite statement by Mr. Mel- 
vitl, gives as the price of » lb. of 
contract congou, at 29 tales the 
pecul, each tale at 5;. 5^^, 
U. 2id. 

2. The average rate at which the 
CompHDv have realized the tale 
in China since 1814, hai been aa 
follows: 

. d. 



MR. BATES' STATEMENTS 
TO TMB SELECT COMMIT- 
TEE OF THK HOUSE OF 

COMMONS IN 1830. 



annually with X3,200,000 sterling; 

KB-Bupposes that the dollar would 
always at 3;. llcf. or teas; that 



it would be as easy to obtain two 
millions at that rate, as .£2,000, 
and instead of taking the tale at 
what it costs the Company on an 
average computation, viz. 6s, 4d., 
he calculates it at 5s. Si. If 
therefore, Mr. Bates had com- 
puted the cost of a pound of 
contract congou, reckoning the 
tale at &s. id. instead of 5i. Bd., 
the price would have been one 
tkiliing and seven-peace halfpenny 
in place of \s. IJi., which accord- 
ing to Mr. Bates' calculation of 
2^500,000 lb*, of US, would make 



By consignments of British 
"Manufactures from Lon- 
don to China 7 

By consignments of Mer- 
chandise from India to 
China 6 ^ 

By bills of eichange drawn 

on India from Canton.. S 10 

By hills upon England in 
1828-9, to the value of 
4135,813 5 7 

Average rate of the tale - - 6 3 

Bills on England are seldom 
drawn ; the tale cost the Com- 
pany in three years thus : 

In 1825-6 6 4 

— 1826-7 6 3 

— 1827-8 6 7 

Avera^ (u. 4^, which is the 

rate the Company calculate on. 

By die Board of Control's 
stsaoard rate id exchange for 
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a diflPerence of jC737>500 in hises- 
^mate! Mr. Bates, also, while 
reckoning the tale by the dollar 
at 3s. 1 1^., admits that the averag^e 
rate of exchange of the dollar for 
the last five years has been 4s. 1 d. 
to 45.2c?., which would give nearly 
5s, lOd. for the tale instead of 
5s. 5d. 

3. Mr. Bates in his calculations 
uses a rate of freight impracti- 
cable at the present moment 
(and totally excludes demurrage), 
viz. 2id. to 2Jfl?. 

4. Mr. Bates in making no tare 
allowance in his estimate, says, 
" as to wastage, there can be none 
on <ea-"-— Question 5629. 



5. Mr. Bates calculates the in- 
surance at only 2^. per cent. 



6. Leaving out of sight the 
immence quantity of tea imported 
by the Company; the spacious 
docks adapted for the large tea 
ships ; the expensive and extensive 
warehouses required ; the neces- 
sity for employing trust-worthy 
officers on so important a trade ; 
Mr. Bates reckons the charge of 
landing, housing, warehouseing, 
carting, preparing for sale, &c., 
at only 2 j per cent. 

7. Mr. Bates allows interest for 
fourteen months in one part of his 
evidence (p. 7^2), and in another 
place calculates the tea being paid 
for with the proceeds of bills, 
which would not be presented 
until after the tea had arrived in 
England. 

8. In framing his charge against 
the Company Mr. Bates assumes 
that the Conmany sold their con* 
gou in 1 829-30 at 2^. Id. per lb. 



India, the^Company are obliged 
to credit the rupee at 2s. 3rf., in- 
stead of \s. Wd.y the present mer- 
cantile rate of exchange ; all of 
the foregoing facts are thrown 
overboard by Mr. Bates, who by 
reckoning the prime cost of the 
tea at 5s. 5d. the tale instead of 
Qs. 4d.., makes an error in hia 
estimate of ^£737,500. 

3. The Company's freight and 
demurrage in 1830, was on con- 
gou 4irf. per lb. 



4. Mr. Lloyd, the Accountant- 
General, gives the difference in 
net weight tico per cent; and 
Mr. Rickards " adopts /o«r per 
cent, as a moderate estimate for 
wastage." — Question 5334. 

5. The Company charge three 
per cent, insurance : Captain 
Alsager stated in evidence, that he 
paid sitV per cent, out to China 
and home. 

6. The lowest possible estimate 
for the opposite • item, is 5 per 
cent 



7. The Company by reason of 
the Commutation Act regulations, 
are obliged to compute interest 
on the t6a at home, 18 months ; 
and on the provison for the 
investment and passage of the 
tea six months, therefore instead 
of 14, it is 24 months. 

8. The avefage price of the 
Compatiy'a congoa in 18^9-30 
was ^s. 4id. per lb., making a 
difference of ;€307^91 iit Mr. 
Bates' estimate ! 
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9. Mr. Bated makes fiq allow- 
once for the expenses incurred in 
contracting for, inspecting, pur- 
chasing, and shipping the teas at 
Canton, although the mercantile 
charge for business done there is 
from 2\ to 3, 4, and 5 per cent. 

10. Mr. Bates asserted on his 
second examination, reiterated 
four times on the third examina- 
tion (questions 5629, 5634, 5637), 
and argued therefrom Uiat the 
Company's contract congou cost 
them ** 29 tales and a fraction." 

11. Not a word is said about 
the biddings on the upset price by 
the brokers for the purpose of 
keeping up the price of tea and 
augmenting their profit, which is 
a ha\f per cent, on purchases 
effected. 

12. Mr. Bates's mere arithme- 
tical miscalculation for congou 

Serlb. 18{^. SSdec, instead ofSOd. 
3dec,f reduces his allegation of 
one million and a ^a{r sterling 
surplus charge by the Company 

to je947,428 

From which is to be 
deducted the difference 
of exchange amounting 
to 5d. in the pound on 
Mr. Bates' assertion of 
29,500,000 lbs £614,583 

Instead of £1,500,000 . . £222,845 

Now if from this sum of 
£222,845 be deducted, the errone- 
ously computed estimates of 
freightyintereitf insu/rancey charges, 
Sfc.y where will the Company's 
excess of £1,500,000 be reduced 

to, INDEPENDENT of the SUm of 

£350,280 esNsess of price, bid by 
the brokers for their own advant- 
age, as shown at No. 11, and 
which I have not substracted P 

13. Mr Bates stated that, 
*< on teas brought here or to any 
market on the continent, twenty- 



9. The total cost of the Com- 
pany's Select Committee at Can- 
ton, of their tea inspectors,. two 
medical gentlemen, a chaplain, a 
factory at Canton and another at 
Macao, servants, schooner, &c. is 
only 2 per cent, on net sales. 

10. Mr. Melvill decidedly and 
most distinctly explained that the 
average cost price of the Com- 
pany's congou was **28 tales and 
860 decimals." 



11. The excess of bidding 
alluded to in the opposite allega- 
tion, amounted itt 1829-30 to 
£350,280 sterling above the Com- 
pany's demand, when there was a 
surplus of nearly 2,000,000 lbs. of 
tea rejected by the brokers as too 
large a quantity for the market 

12. The correctly calculated 
hypothesis stands thus: 

27,455,0a3 lbs. of tea 
at 20e;^. 03 dec. per lb. 
would produce £2,291,353 

Average price realized 
at the Company's sales 
in 1829-30 3,238,781 

Arithmetical correction £947,428 



13. A , gentleman like Mr. 
Bates, engaged all his life in 
the China Trade, ought to have 
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fine per ceni, would be a remu- 
nerating profit." He was asked 
by the raliamentary Committee, 
** Do you mean iv oi,udivg /reiffht 
and tnsurancef^^ and replied; 
^ After paying freight and 
insurance." 

Examination before ^he Com- 
mons, 16th March 1830, Ques- 
tioD343a 



14. On the 15th March 1830, 
Mr. Bates stated to the Commit- 
tee, that he thought *^ he could 
venture to contract to deliver tea 
for one-third less than the Com- 
pany's sale prices in London." 
In June following, he said : " / 
was not without an employer in 
making the qffery I knew where I 
should get commission out of it ; 
the employer calculated on milking 
a considerable sumS* — Question 
5659. 



15. '^ Do you mean to say that 
the East-Inaia Company derive a 
profit of a million and a haff 
sterHng heyond whhX you would 



understood well the subject on 
which he expressed the juxta-po- 
sition of deliberate opinion ; yet, 
on the 3d of June following, I nnd 
him thus recanting : — " A pri- 
vate-trader must carry his ad- 
vance on the prime cost as high 
as thirty-five per cent, [not twenty- 
five per cent, as in the opposite 
column] in England, in oraer to 
remunerate him ;" and " freight 
was included in the twenty-five per 
cent, gross profiiy^ which he stated 
in March last was not inchided ! 

(14) These bold statements as- 
tonished the Committee ; they 
thought Mr. Bates' calculations 
had reference to the existing sys- 
tem, but it was soon found that 
Mr. Bates would first require an 
Act of Parliament to be abolished, 
and then various other modifi* 
cations. The Committee asked 
him if he could buy tea cheaper 
in China; Mr. Bates gave two 
totally opposite answers to the 
same question, within one line of 
each other ! Thus, " / cannot 
say if it would be bought any 
cheaper. — I am inclined to 
think it would be bought rather 
c^aper ! .'" 

The Committee then learned, 
that to enable Mr. Bates to supply 
the tea at two-thirds of the Com- 
pany's price, it would be neces- 
sary to revoke the Acts of Parlia- 
ment by which the Company are 
obliged to keep one yearns stock of 
tea always in store, to employ 
ships adapted for warlike as well 
as commercial purposes ; and, in 
fine, that he could supply tea at 
" a m/uch less charge than the East- 
India Compcmy^Sf if he were un- 
fettered BY ANY Act of Par- 
liament, and not having pur* 
chased large docks and warehouses 
to carry on the trade ! ! .'" 

15. On the 3d of June follow- 
ing, Mr. Bates caosized the oppo- 
site assertion, and indeed all nis 
previous testimony, as follows,— 

N 
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consider a fair mercantile profit?'' 
Question 3428, March 15th 1830. 
Mr. Bates replied to the House of 
Commons Committee, in the affir- 
mative : his words, were thus, — 
" Beyond a/air mercantile profit, ^^ 



*' I never intended to state that the 
East-India Company gained the 
sum of one million and a half!" — 
Question 5629. 



It would be supererogatory, after the foregoing exposition^ 
to make further comment on Mr. Bates^ evidence ; those 
who are disposed to quote that gentleman^s arguments as 
affording just grounds for overthrowing the present system 
of the tea trade, must be gifted with an acuteness of reason- 
ing, that I confess I lay no claim to ; it would require the 
extremely perspicuous language of Jeremy Bentham, to 
convince me of the fairness of Mr. Bates's hjrpothesis, which 
Mr. Bates himself seems to doubt the practicability of, for 
he was asked by the Parliamentary Committee, if he 
would " contract to supply tea for the next five years, for 
two-thirds of the price the Company will be likely to sup- 
ply it at, according to the documents on the table ? — 
Question 5667. 

I should have thought Mr. Bates would have jumped at 
this "brilliant" offer;* he candidly confessed, however, 
he thought " it would be hardly safe!" — well might the 
Committee say, * you may retire, Mr. Bates !^ 

In examining Mn Rickards' view of the subject,-f* a diffi- 
culty occurs similar to that which Mr. Bates^s evidence pre- 
sents ; namely, that the calculations are not only defective 
in the omission of several items which ought to have been 
included, but that it is also an hypothetical estimate, de- 

• Mr. Bates' own expression, when alludinff to the profit of 10 per 
cent, which he could make by contracting to supply tea for 
jS 1,500,000, less than the East- India Company do J 

t I confine myself in this work to the opinion Mr. Rickards' ex- 
presses as to the Company's extra charge for tea above that which the 
free trader would perhaps charge. The statements relative to com- 
merce being dependent on territory will be hereafter considered. 
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peiident on contingeticies, and having the rate of exchange 
erroneously computed, without reference to the complex 
nature of the East^India Company'^s trade. 

I am really at a loss where to begin with Mr. Rickards^ 
evidence respecting the cost and sale price of the tea, it is 
so confused ; indeed, to the Committee it appeared inexpli- 
cable, for they tried again and again to unravel it, but in 
vain. Let me see what I can make of it. Mr. Rickards' 
submitted a statement, " to furnish an opportunity of com- 
paring the prices obtained for teas by the East-India Com- 
pany during the present charter with those at which they 
may be imported by private merchants." — Question 3454, 
Commons^ evidence. 

The injustice of comparing a trade carried on under 
severe legislative enactments, framed for the good of the 
couisitry, with that of an assumed price (Mr. Rickards' 
words), under a problematical system of ' unfettered' trade, 
is evident to the simplest understanding ; but the impro- 
priety is more striking, if this " assumed price ^ be ob- 
tamed by unfair means, that is, by palpable errors, and 
uixfair 4^uctions, 

I maintain then that Mr. Rickards' ^^ statement of the 
piobable cost at Canton of the different qualities of tea 
necessary to be imported in the United Kingdom," is in- 
correct ; 1st, because the prices given in the Canton regis- 
ter are no criterion of the contract prices which the East- 
In^a Company pay ; 3d* because Mr. Rickards^ has not 
given the fair quotation from the price-currents at the 
u^ual time of the tea sales in Canton : Sdly, because Mr. 
Rickards assumes as granted, that which the evidence be- 
f<Hre Padiament contradicts ; namely, that in the absence 
of the Company's factory at Canton, tea would be at the 

K 2 
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same price as it is now maintained by the influence of the 
Company over the Hong merchants.* 

I have before me two Canton price currents just received 
from China, and I quote from the article on " Tea,'' in 
Mr. McCulloch's Commercial Dictionary, a third; these 
three shew by a comparison with Mr. Rickards* statement, 
that it involves a material error in its very outset. . I do not 
think Mr. Rickards intentionally committed it but I re- 
gret that any effort for the overthrow of the present system, 
should have led to the publication of figures which, on the 
first blush, bear every appearance^ of wilful misstatements, 
and which no party zeal can ever palliate. 

Market Prioes of Tea in China, according^ to the Canton 
Bboistkr, shewing, the erroneous Prices of Mr. Rickards' state- 
ment. 



Mr. Riduurdt' 

ttatemeotof 

the Price of 

Tea in Canton. 

QiMi. 3454. 

Commons. 



Bohea • • • • 
Congo • . * • 
Campoi . . . • 
Souchong .. 
Pekoe . . . . 
Twankay . . 
Hyson Skin 
Hyson . . . . 
Gunpowder 



Taletperpec. 
14t 
22 
22 
28 
42 
22 
24 
45 
60 



Canton . 
Price Current 
Sd January 
1838. 



CwtoD 

Price Current, 

Itt November 

18S1. 



Take per pec 
13 to 15 
24 — 28 
24 — 28 
19 — 34 
62 — 60 
22 — 28 
18 — 28 
42 — 58 
61 — 61 



Taletperpec. 
13 to 15 
24 — 28 
24 — 28 

19 — 34 
62 — 60 
24 — 28 

20 — 28 
46 — 68 
58 — 60 



Canton 
Price Current, 
13th" 
1888. 



Take per pec. 
14 to 15 

24 — 28 
24 — 28 
20 — 36 
50 — 60 
24 — 28 
24 — 28 
44 — 54 
50 — 54 



♦ Mr. Bates stated, that some Americans were of opinion " that the 
supply of tea might fall off, or that the price might fluctuate a^d he 
very much against foreigners y if the Company were not at Canton." This 
conclusion is very natural, for at one period when the Company's 
trade was stopped, the Hong merchants instantly combined and raised 
the price of tea to the Americans, (vide Mr. Davidson's and other 
evidence). Mr. Bates admitted that he thought he could not buy his 
tea cheaper than the Company, and in his estimate against the Com- 
pany, he gives twenty-nine tales a pecul for congo as the standard of 
comparison ; Mr. Rickards gives bmy twenty-two tales per pecul ! 

t Bohea at all times is nearly similar in price. 
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' ' Let the impartial reader compare Mr. Rickards' column 
with any one of the other three, and then say what credit 
is to be attached to the assertion that the first column shews 
the real cost of tea in China, either with reference to the 
mere price-currents or to the number of tales paid by the 
Company, which Mr. Rickards admits " can only be pro- 
cured with the accuracy to be depended on from the re- 
cords of the India-House itself;"" yet with such an omission, 
Mr. Rickards gives the prices in the first column as a 
standard of comparison with the Company's ! 

Mr. Rickards in support of his alleged prices of tea in 
Canton, stated that corresponding qualities to those of the 
Company^s were purchased by private individuals, and that 
they sold at as high^ or indeed a higher price at the India- 
House sales than those of the Company. My first refuta- 
tion of this assertion is the following table derived from 
the First Appendix to the Report of the Select Committee 
of the House of Commons ; I give all the years furnished, 
and add the last from tables which will be found at pages 
^m and 187. 



Average Sale Price of the Company's and the Private Trade 
Congou, Campoi, Souchong, Twankay, Hyson Skin, and 
Hyson Teas. 



Yean. 



1823-24 
1824-25 
1825-26 
1826-27 
1827-28 
1828-29 
1829... 
1831. •, 




With reference to the foregoing it must be observed, that 
while the private teas consisted of not more than from 
twenty-five to thirty samples in the year, the Company's 
consisted of from sixty to seventy of similar denoniinations, 
and every variety of high and low prices i nevertheless the 
incorrectness of Mr. Riekards' opinion is sufficiently de- 
monstrated. If the privilege trade could sell their teas at 
a better rate they would do so. Mr. Rickards observed in 
evidence, " that some of the tea of last season was sold hy 
the mercantile house to which lie belongs ;" why, it may be 
asked, ia it not always thus, as the privilege trade import 
their tea freight-free, incur little or no expense at Canton, 
and buy, as Mr. Hickanis admits, aportion of their teas, or 
sometimes the whole, At reduced prices, after tlie Company's 
purchases are over '(* 

In order more fully to sliew the state of the privilege 
trade I give tlie annexed table, derived from a Parlia- 
mentary return, in which it will be seen that a large portion 
of the private tea is annually rejectetl by the brokers, as 
well as the Company's tea ; indeed, more in proportion to 
the quantity sold of the former tlian of the latter. 

• The evidence of Capt A Isager before the Honae of Commons on 
Ihia subject ia iniportont. The following is lis substance ; — The offi- 
cers of B Comjtany'a ship are alluwed 103 Ions to brine home teaor 
goods from China, and to export manufactures, &c. thither. " Their 
tea is Bometimea bought from tiutaide meruhants atffreal Tisk, aadat 
great loss in giialitj/." They pay the Company about 25 per cent upon 



privilege Ic 
"ff'soJ 



^qfl^ 



» buy it in smaller boices, and that is 4n advantage. The 
average profit on tea, notwithstanding its being freight free, does not 
oAtait oi ttn per cent. pToJU ; some individualaliave suifered and lost 
nioiiey by teal Several commanders who have gone 4 or 5 voy^ea 
are bankrupts, from haviiijf been an/ortunale in 0i«ir trtidc, nolwith- 
slandiiig they had each fio tons freight free .' [ tfhal n prospect Iti 
induce Govemvicnt or Partioftteut to eomp/g uiit/i Mr. Rickardi' svg- 



Qaanlityof Tea sold and reftiEed at the India-Honee since 1S23-34; 
dutin^shiug the Company's trom the Pbivate Traph Tbas. — 





TEAS. 


..VA...BAn.X«AS. 




QuioUtyi^Tw 


^«3i^. 


OuantiiydfTe* 


n^^''- 


1823-24 

1824-25 

1825-26 

1826.27 

1827-28 

1828-29 


26,085,877 

27,772,247 
27,795,418 
28,598,522 
19,908,943 

28,439.952 


312,S90 

176.560 

313.477 

743,800 

1,157,403 

1,582,743 

1.234,245 

857,322 


l,62l';517 
1,732,236 
1,714.607 
1,653,613 

3,215,101 
1,720.032 
1,897.873 

2,480,927 


8^267 
184,640 
223,641 
189,197 
157,863 
303,811 
148,766 
1, 165,6631 
780,618 


1830t 

1831 



It will be seen from the above that the privilege traders 
have not materially increased, during several years, their 
quantity of tea, although the tonnage of the Honourable 
Company has been augmented during the period ; indeed, 
teas have not in general been found a profitable investment 
by the officers, notwithstanding tea is received on credit in 
China from the merchants there, particularly when there 
happens to be a large surplus after the Company quit the 
market. 

With respect, however, to the " privilege teas," on the 
goodness, or indeed superiority, which Mr. Rickards claims 
for them, we have the evidence before Parliament of the 
tea brokers. I quote irom Mr. Layton's, in reference to a 

" The return of thii year only gives three ^ttaTterlg taie* 

f I find the separate qoBOtities refuted far tbi* year bj the retmn 

before the Lords shewing the qnantity of te& pat np at no price in 

1831, being the teas rejected from the post year. 

" no price;" 
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question as to the manner in which the prices of the ecmli* 
nental consular samples were given in comparison with the 
Company's teas. 

Mr. L. says, ** there were several of those qualities of tea that the 
East-India Company do not import on their own account^ but which 
are generally brought over by their officers^ who have a private trade, 
as it is called, which is a liberty to bring home such and such quali- 
ties ; but we cannot answer for their qualities to compare them witib 
the Company's teas. The East-India Company's teas are ainoa^ clean 
teasy and well examined before they come to this country, which the 
other's are noty for their trade is by barter. In general, you cannot ex 
pect an officer who goes out to bring the dollars ; but they receive so 
many chests of tea as they may purchase by barter. Of the price we 
know nothing." 

This is clear enough on the subject ; but the next extract 
from the same old and experienced broker's evidence is still 
more so. 

*' 5436. Does the tea imported by the privileged trade sell so high 
as the Company's? — Very seldom; it is only when they import such 
tea as gunpowder tea, and such teas as the Company do not import, or 
there are scarcely any sold in the Company's sde ; but the congos and 
hyson teas are reckoned /or superior to those imported by the private 
trade officers^ and fetch a higher price ; we sometimes give as high as 
5^. 6d to 6^. a pound for Company's, while it is a rare thing for the 
private trade teas to make more than 3^. 10(2. to 4«.'' 

Mr. Rickards takes also the American tea trade under 
his protection as to quality. I will contrast his opinion 
with that of Mr. Bates, who was extensively engaged in 
the purchase of American teas. 



Mb. RICKAKDS. 

'^ I have always had reason to 
suppose that the American teas 
purchased in China were of as 
good quality as those commonly 
sold in this country !" — Question, 
Commons, 5199. 

'** I do not believe that the teas 
sold in America are inferior to 



Mb. bates. 



« 



I believe that, generally 
speaking, the tea shipped by the 
Americans is not so good as that 
shipped by the Company. With 
tea as with any thing else coming 
to this country, the duty forms so 
large a portion of the price, that 
any thing very inferior would not 
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those sold in this country."—- 
Question 5200. 

** I bave always onderstood that 
the American tea is of equal quaii- 
tyj and sometimes superior to the 
tea sold by the East-India Com- 
pany." — Question 5209. 



be likely to be brought here for 
consumption." — Lords, Question 
5291. 

*< The Americans choose the 
inferior teas, as finding them more 
markeUble."— Lords, 5292. 



I might adduce other testimony as wdl as Mr. Bates, 
but I find that Mr. Bickards took his opinions from hearsay, 
for be says, <' I have no precise knowledge of the qua- 
lity of the tea purchased by the Americans!'' — an ad- 
mission which weakens, if it does not entirely destroy, 
the argument he builds on the alleged superiority or 
equality of the American and private trade teas with those 
of the Company's. 

That the British public may form a just idea of the tea 
trade in this country as it actually exists, I give here the 
India House sales for the last year, as they have been laid 
before the House of Lords. The first table embraces the 
Companys teas, and the second the privilege teas. The 
quantity rejected at each quarterly sale is also given. Mr. 
Rickards, on referring to the last column in each table, will 
see the average difierence in the prices of the public and 
private teas. 
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In turning to the next portion of Mr. Rickard^s state- 
ments which I propose to examine, I find an arithmetical 
error much more glaring than that which Mr. Melvill 
exposed in Mr. Bates^s evidence ; it is indeed one which 
upsets the whole of the arguments that Mr. Rickards was 
at such pains to make the Committee place reliance on, 
namely, that the price of all the teas required for consump- 
tion in England is lid, while, by his own shewing, lid. is 
only the second highest out of seven different prices ! 

Mr. Rickards' Aritmbtical Error, in calculating on the average 

at lid, per lb. instead of I5d. per lb. 

s, d» 

Bohea at 14 Tales per Pecul, or 133t lbs. reduced to sterling at 

5*. 6rf. the tale, per lb * . . . 7 

Congou ditto ditto ditto ditto 11 

Campoi ditto ditto ditto ditto Oil 

Souchong ditto ditto ditto ditto 1 2 

Pekoe ditto ditto ditto ditto 1 7 

Twankay ditto ditto ditto ditto Oil 

Hyson Skin ditto ditto ditto ditto 1 

Hyson ditto ditto ditto ditto 1 lOj 

Gunpowder ditto ditto ditto ditto 2 6 

According to Mr. Rickards' calculation, " average 11«?.'* 

Any person who will take the average of the above 
column, will find it \5d, instead of lid ; making thus a 
difference of 4d., which is one penny more than Mr. Rickards 
allows for freight, insurance, and consumption ! Reckon- 
ing on the correctness of the average, lid, Mr. Rickards 
makes a basis for his calculations thus : 

Average cost of tea in China per lb. Oil 

Freight 2i 

Insurance and ' Commission Oi 

1 2 
To this he adds for all charges in England, and 18 per cent.*! 
net profit JO 4 

The total bond price 1 6 
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On a band-price of Is. 6d. he builds a charge against the 
Company of exacting from the country <f^2,518,498 ster- 
ling for tea more than if the trade were open, that is, in- 
eluding the government duty of 100 per cent. ! ! 

Well might Mr. Rickards term lid. per lb. an " as- 
sumed price ;" he should have added, " erroneous,^' to the 
extent of upwards of one^hird the assumed amount. 

Although it might be unnecessary to say another word 
in refutation of Mr. Rickards' statement, I am induced 
to offer a few words on the rate of exchange adopted by 
Mr. Rickards in converting tales into sterling money. 

Mr. Rickards took the Spanish dollar at 4<«. or the tale 
at 5s. 6d.* for the ascertaining of the first cost of the teas at 
Canton. 

Now, I have previously shewn, that the East-India 
Company compute the tale at 6s. 4d. on a fair average*^ 
This the Committee were aware of, and accordingly the fol- 
lowing question was put to Mr. Rickards : " If the Spanish 
dollar, instead of being at 4«. had been at 4iS. 6d., would it 
not have affected the result at which you have arrived, so 
as to make the cost at which tea could be supplied by the 
private trader in this country above Is. 6d. ?^ Question 
5250.— Mr. Rickards replied, " It would not !"* 

Let us test this, by placing Mr. Rickards* tale at 5s. 6d. 
in juxta-position with the East-India Company's, at 6*. 4d., 
thus — 

* I exclude in general decimals from my calculations, which Mr. 
Rickards will not object to, for he admits that the g^eat question for 
consideration is, whether or not great advantages would or would not 
result from the throwing down the present system, " which is oi far 
greater importance than whether £200,000 or £30hO,000 can be made 
out more or less by the turning or twisting of figured statements." In 
this 1 perfectly agree with Mr. Rickards. 
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Mr. RiOKARDs' Galculatiok at 5^. 6d. the Tale, showing what 
would be the difference if he had made his estimate according t9 
the rate at which the Company credit the Tale. 



Teat. 


Rate per PecuL 


The Tale at 

Mr. Rkkards' 
Calcolatiaii. 


The Tale 
atekid. 




Bohea 

Congo 

Campoi 

Souchong 

Pekoe 

Twankay 

Hyson Slcin 

Hyson 

Gunpowder 


Tidek 

14 
22 
22 
28 
42 
22 
24 
45 
60 


d. 

7 
11 

11 

14 

19 

11 

12 

22i 

30 


d. 

8 

12| 
12t 
16 

121 
13J 
25i 
34i 


d. 
1 

If 
I' 


Averages and total 1^ 
difference .... J 


. . 


15 

according to 

Mr. Rickards, 

lid. til 


m 


20i 

4 



We must have arrrived at a new system of free trade 
when the price for which an article is purchased has no in- 
fluence over its sale ! Whether Mr. Rickards thinks so 
or not it is truly difficult to say. The Parliamentary Com- 
mittee tried again and again to obtain some clear opinion 
from Mr. B. on this head : I subjoin a few of that 
gentleman^s statements and counter-statements^ for I am 
really unable to divine what to make of this novel doctrine. 



STATEMENT. 

KXAMINATION OV MR. RIOKARDS. 



1. ''If the exchange instead of 
beinff at 4s. had been at 4s, Sd.y 
would it not have affected the re- 
sult at which you have arrived, 
so as to make the cost at which tea 
could be supplied by the private 
trader in this country above 
Is, 6d. ?"— Answer.— .« It would 
not !" 6250. 



COUNTER-STATEMENT. 

BXAMINATION OF MR. RICKARDS. 

1. '' Must not the cost of the 
tea be influenced by the rate of 
exchange?" — Answer — =" I admit 
that it is ; that is, the prime cost" 
Question 5254. 
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2. '/ In the estimntes I have 

fiven of the Company's trade, I 
id not refer to any rate of ex- 
change whateve^'f*^ 5244. 



2. ^ In the above calculationsi 
the Spanish dollar is taken at 4s. 
The rate of ewchange at Canton 
was even lower last season, as 
many hills were drawn at Zs. \^d, 
and 3j. \\d. per Spanish dollar at 
six months sight." 3454. Table 
note. 

3. If the dollar had been Bs, 6d, 
in China, would it not have taken 
away the profit in England alto- 
gether? — Answer by Mr. Ric- 
kards — " No doubt it would/ " 
5256. 



4. " Supposing the Company 
at present were pleased to pay 
for their bills of exchange in 
London, do you think they could 
negociate them at 3*. }\d. ? — 
Answer — " / do not think thai 
they could /" 



3, ** I do hot exactly compre- 
hend what connection is sup- 
posed to exist, between the rates 
of exchange in China^ and the 
sale price of tea in this cotmtryJ*^ 
5230. 

^ It does not appear to me that 
the rates of exchange in China, 
have any thing to do with the 
prices at which teas can be sold 
m England in sterling money." 

4. '^ I have myself placed many 
thousand pounds sterling in 
China, at a lower rate per dollar 
than 4f., and I know that private 
bills have been received m this 
country drawn at the rate of 
3^. lOd. and 3s, lid. per Spanish 
dollar at six months sight; I 
therefore maintain, that I was 
perfectly correct in respect to the 
prices which I have adopted in 
this statement, (the statement 
where he said, he * did not refer 
to any rate of exchange^ as well 
as in regard to the rate of ex- 
change." 5219. 

It is unnecessary to quote more of Mr. Rickards^ con- 
tradictory testimony ; but it may not be irrelevant to 
remark that he attributes the fall in the value of the rupee 
in India to free trade^ forgetting that he states in the same 
page that the Spanish dollar is extremely depreciated in 
China, even under what he terms the influence of the Com- 
pany's monopoly ; and not reflecting that since the return 
of this country to a metallic currency the exchanges have 
been in its favour, throughout every part of the mercantile 
world, which has had extensive dealings with us. 



1!>9 

Mr. Rickards scorned at last brought to a stand still 1 
the n;i>eutcd questions of the Corauiittee relative to h» 
" assumed prices," and lie rather pettishly replied in 
answer to a question as to whether he did not consider that, 
in order to make ** an average comparison, the prices of the 
tea and the rates of exchange should have reference to the 
same period ?" (A point which seemed quite unnecessary 
in all the vague assertions and calculations given in aa this 
question.) — '* All that I mean to maintain in that state- 
ment is, that the tea may be procured at the prices which 
I have given, vis, at so many tales per pecul."* If this be 
all Mr. Rickards at first meant where was the use in his 
entering into such imaginary statements, and confiding 
their fulfilment to the probable augmented consumption of 
toa to the extent of 10,000,000 lbs., whieh he thought 
woidd be obtained without any increase of price, as '* tea 
could be had always in abundance in China." I hold in 
my hand a Canton Price-current, which I have recently 
received from Canton, which tells a different story ; under 
the head of tea there are the following remarks : 

" Bohea" " IVbae .'" ^^^^^M 

"Congo" " Very little." ^^^^^^| 

" Campoi" " JVofte .'" f^^^^^f 

" Feko" " None .'" ^^^^^M 

"Hyaon" " Very little." ^^^^H 

" OimpoK'iler" " Xone /" '^^^^^^1 

" Twnnkny" " Very little." ■ "^^^H 

Canton Prioe-Gtirrenl, September 3, 1831, 

The allegation of the public paying £4,000,000 for their 

tea annually more than if the trade had been carried by 

private individuals, rests on as extraordinary grounds as 

nvofthe preceding statements; this will be seen in the 

•>g replies to questions put to Mr. Rickards by the 

ton Price-Currents at page 180 ' maintain' no wch thing. 
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Committee, which., in justice to Mr. Rickards and to the 
Company, I will place vis-d^is. 



EVIDENCE OP MR. RICK- 
ARDS, HOUSE OF COM- 
MONS, 22d March 1830. 

(1.) " Are the Committee to 
imderstand as the result of the 
statement which has now heen 
read, that if the tea imported hy 
the East-India Company in the 
last year bad been imported by 
private merchants, allowing a 
height of jEIO. per ton, and 18 
per cent, profit, the country would 
have been supplied with the same 
ipiantity of tea and of the same 
Quality at a less sum by £2,588,499 
than what they have paid to the 
Company ?" — Question 3460. — 
Answer, " / have not the least 
doubt of it r 

(2.) " Do you consider that 
would have been without any loss 
to the revenue, or paying the same 
amount of revenue to the Go- 
vernment ?" — Question 3461. — 
Answer, " Certainly wo^" 



EVIDENCE OF MR. RICK- 
ARDS, HOUSE OF COM- 
MONS, 22d March 1830. 

(1.) " Are the Committee to 
understand, that if that trade 
which has been carried on by the 
Company for fifteen years, and 
assuming the average price given 
by them, had been carried on by 
private individuals, that the public 
would have paid less during each 
of those years to the amount 
of £4,000,000, which vou have 
stated ?" — QujBstion 3463. — An- 
swer, " Provided thirty million 
pounds of tea were sold in each 
year V* 



(2.) « Has not half of that smn 
which you state to have been paid 
by the public more than under 
your calculation Would have been 
paid if the trade had been carried 
on by private individuals consisted 
of duty to the Government?" — 
Question 3464. — Answer, "Cer- 
tainly ; one-half of it, or nearly 



so 



f»» 



I will not take up the reader's time, nor weary his 
patience, by any further exposition of Mr. Rickards' 
iSgures and statements, in reference to three of which he 
states, that in making the calculations, he has ^^ assumed 
there will be an increased sale of Jbrty million pounds of 
tea in England, instead oi thirty.^* But I must close the 
evidence before me, or I shall be led into a labyrinth of 
^^ assumed statements," which it would be difficult to find 
the clue for, but which, in another place and at another 
time, I will endeavour to unravel. 

The statements of Mr. Thornely on this subject, are as 
wild as those of the two last named gentlemen. He assumes 
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the price of tea at the Company's sales for the purpose of 
making out his calculation, at 2s. 8rf, while by referring 
to the average prices in a former chapter, it will be found 
that is now no more than 2s, 2d, ! 

Off the sum total, Mr. T. quite unceremoniously slices 
£3,039,351 in order to square the rate of exchange to 
his liking; and he presumes that teas, equal in quality, 
and of course in any quantity, to the Company's can be 
had for I2d. per pound. How the Committee could have 
listened with patience to such a series of unfair attacks on 
a public trust, which had no other basis than the most 
vague h}rpothesis and erroneous calculations, is indeed a 
matter of surprise ; perhaps it was for the best, as they 
prove the strength of a cause when such extraordinary 
measures have been resorted to for its destruction. * 

• The power which the Chinese possess over us with regard to 
stopping the supply of tea, is well understood by them, as the following" 
extract from a dispatch of the Government of Canton to the ImperisJ 
Government in 1821, relative to the Topaze frigate, when the Chinese 
authorities stopped our trade, proves. 

" With respect, to the Christian foreign merchants, I (says the 
governor), reasoned with them, and pointed out to them the great 
principles of justice and equity, and shewed it was right for them to 
do what I required of them — but all in vain ; good principles and 
solemn truths had no effect upon them, and I was compelled to inter- 
dict their trade, — to touch their gains! — And no sooner was that done 
than they submitted ! ! They are a mercenary, gain scheming set 
of adventurers, whom reason cannot rule ; the dread of not msiking 
money is that alone which influences them." Again, the government 
says, and this be it observed is their present, and will be their future 

Eolicy, "the English might be brought to stoop if tea were refused, 
ut if they could get the tea any other way they would be careless 
about pleasing China; — would indeed despise her — and do as their 
humours dictated. By tea-reins (said the governor to the emperor, 
in allusion to the manege of a vicious horse), your Majes^ can 
control the English, therefore let us take care that they get no tea 
but what we choose to give them ! ! 
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CHAPTER X- 

SUMMARY OF THE ASSERTIONS PUT FORTH IN THE 

PRECEDING CHAPTERS. 

** Whatever may be the desire to have a free trade with China, my own judgment 
inclines me to give an opinion somewhat at variance with that wish. Though exdusive 
monopoly may be prejudicial, to throw open the trade might prove still worse in its coo- 
sequences. I have seen individuals have always transacted their business in China much 
less advantageously than the British Company. The Chinese, from long habit, are attached 
to companies, and have a confidence in them that no individual traders could Uispire. The 
membcns of the Hong or Chinese Companies have often experienced the good eniects of the 
interference and protection of the British Company with the higher mandsorfais of Canton, 
and, conseouently, feel the respect that is due, and the advantage of having so powerful a 
friend. When the reader reflects also on the facts I have related of the government, he 
will probably conclude with me that those exacticns, vexatious difficulties, disputes, and 
inconveniences which already clog the commerce of a powerful Company (in whom the 
Chinese place mote confidence than in their own mandarins), would be but augmoited 
under a tree trade. If confidence were destroyed (as it certainly would be under a free 
trade), the private trlulers would be left oitirely at the mercy of the venality of the locid 
authorities ; for I am well persuaded the Chuiese company will never take upon them- 
selves to be responsible for the conduct of every individual who may choose to make ven- 
tures to China. If the freedom of commerce existed in China, I shotild then agrte ia 
opinion wit^i those who wish for a free trade ; but as, on the contrary, the native tiade is 
embarrassed in every possible way, less advantage will be derived under an open system of 
traffic than under the monopoly of the Com^&ny,*'— Extract from M. Dob^a voyage to 
Kamachatka, page 340. 

It was Ae intention of the author when commencinff 

o 

these pag€?s, to have written a work on the whole foreign 
commerce of China, but finding the tea trade alone ))re- 
sented such a mass of facts for elucidation and compari- 
son, that so much misrepresentation on the subject had 
remained unrefuted, and that in reality it ii^ the principal 
branch of commerce between England atid dhina which, 
under present circumstances, is of most advantage to this 
country,^ he has deemed it 'advtsftbl6, in a work con- 
taining unavoidably a large portion of figure statements, 
to close it with the tea trade^ and res61rve the other 

• The private trade between India and Canton is one of conside- 
rable importance to both countries, atid indirectly so to Great Britain. 
In 1830-31, it amounted to twenip^seven million of Spanish dollars^ 
with a tonnage of 26,427 tons. The value of some of the import 
items was, in Spanish dollars, as follows : Opium, 12,222,525 ; cot- 
ton, 3,796,288 ; tin, iron, lead, and steel, 116,548 ; broad-cloths, cam- 
lets, long-ells, cotton manufactures and yarn, 280,601. If this trade 
be not disturbed by rash proceedings, it will continue, as it haa 
hitherto done, steadily to progress under the protection of the Com- 
pany's factory at OftBton. 

o 2 
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branches of the commerce of China with India, Europe 
and America, for separate consideration, when treating of 
the political and commercial character of the Honourable 
East-India Company, so far as the union thereof has ma- 
terially contributed to enhance the prosperity of Great 
Britain, by obtaining wealth for its subjects, and dominion 
for the empire, without adding to the prerogative of the 
crown, or the power of the minister. 

On a review of the preceding pages, it may be permit- 
ted me confidently to assert that I have completely de- 
monstrated the truth of the following assertions. 

1st. The British nation is indebted to the E^t-India 
Company for the orign of the tea trade, ^^ one of the most 
extraordinary phenomena in the history of commerce.^** 

2d. That the consumption of this innutritions leaf, 
cultivated on the hills of a distant continent, and manu- 
Pictured by a people almost isolated from the rest of the 
world, has been increased within half a century ivom five 
million to upwards of thirty million pounds weight. 

3d. That this wonderfully extended use of tea has been 
owing to judicious management, abroad and at home, in 
selecting and procuring by an admirable combination of 
wealth, skill, and long experience, the best teas which 
China afforded ; by sedulously attending to the wishes of 
the public, and in fact, by a due proportioning of the 
supply to the demand, in the qualities best adapted to the 
palates, as well as to the purses of the consumers. 

4th. That the introduction of this beverage into Eng- 
land, has materially conuibuted to improve the morals 
and health of the nation at large, by superseding in a 
great measure, the immoderate drinking of spirituous, 
vinous, and other fermented potations, while its use as a 
tonic is strongly conducive to health and longevity. 

* Mr. McCulloch*8 Commercial Dictionary, page 1027. 
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5tb. That by means of tea, one of the largest items of 
the national revenue has been created, which is Col- 
lected without any expense to Government ; moderately 
pressing on the people by its individual minuteness ; un- 
afiecting the poor as if on an absolute necessary of life ; 
indispensably requisite at the present moment, when so 
urgent a demand exists for the abolition of taxes which 
check the artizan's industry,* diminish his personal com- 
forts, t and cramp the eager aspirations of his mind4 

6th. That the duty levied on tea, though an ad valorem 
one, and undiminished for the last quarter of a century 
has been proportionably larger in amount, and steadier - 
in its receipt than the revenue obtained from sugar, coffee^ 
wine, tobacco, spirits, or other articles of general use. 

7th. That notwithstanding the heavy Government 
taxation, the great distance from which the leaf has to 
be brought, coupled with the large space and care re- 
quired for its conveyance, and its being procurable from 
only o^ country, the consumption thereof has increased 
in proportion to the population, more than other articles 
entering largely into the diet or use of the majority of the 
nation, namely, the items in the foregoing paragraph, 
which are purchaseable in various parts of the globe, 
within six weeks instead of six months sail of England. 

8th. That if consideration be had to the peculiar cir- 
cumstances attending the tea trade, it will be seen that 
so far as depended on the East- India Company, the price 
of tea has been lowered to die consumer as much or 
even more than the above-named articles, and that that 
price continues to be still further reduced from yeiar to 
year. 

* On raw produce, paper, &c. 

t Com, soap, &c. 

I Newspapers, pamphlets, kc. 
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9th. That it is a mistaken idea to suppose that mere 
extended importation is all that is Fequisite to secure 
general consumption, the American and Continental Eu- 
ropean decreasing tea trade for the last thirty years, amjdy 
proving the point. 

10th. That comparing the prices of teas by similarity 
of names, is as fallacious with regard to tea as to wine. 

11th. That the teas shipped for the continents of Eu- 
rope and America are inferior in quality to those im- 
ported into England.* 

12th. That a comparison of home and foreign prices is 
rendered still more fallacious, by the generally admitted 
&ct, that teas were selling abroad, viz» in Holland, Ham- 
burgh, New York, Boston, &c. at " ruinous prices,'* the 
markets being completely glutted with tea, unsaleable at 
any, even the lowest prices. 

13th. That as regards other countries, and America in 
particular, while the consumption of tea has been decreaH" 
inffi the price has been rising, the very reverse having 
tak^n place in England. 

14th. That the Consular samples afford no criterion of 
the quality or prices of the English tea, the brokers 
Admitting that no bohea equal to the Company's was im- 
ported into Europe, or America ; that although there Aine 
200 samples of congou at the India House, only five 
dotitinental ones were submitted to them; that those 
teas were purchased abroad at a time when they did not 
pay even the expense of freight,* or cover near the cost 
price. 

14th. That Mr. McCulloch in framing his allegation 
against the Company, has unfairly picked out the prices 

• Vide Mr. Bates' and Captain CoflBn's evidence, &c. 

t Admissions of Mr. Bates, and Vice-Consuls Masterton in Holland 
and Manners in America. 
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as given at Hamburgh, for a ^^ standard," while he kept 
back those of Rotterdam, and Frankfort, which are twice 
and thrice as high, and that although Hamburgh serves 
as an entrepot for Germany, where the Americans disem^ 
bark their cargoes under a prospect of future sale, and 
the perishable nature of tea rendering its retainment for 
a good purchaser, a matter of extreme hazard to the 
importer, a comparison with the present Hamburgh prices 
is on the average in favour of the East-India Company's 
teas, notwithstanding the great superiority of the latter in 
point of quality.. 

15th. That Mr. Crawfurd's allegations, ^d those of 
the ^^diaburgh Reviewers, are based o^ the san^e uqi^ 
as well as erroneous data, as the foregoing. 

16th. That Mr, Bates' testimony is negatived by his 
arithmetical error, by his mercantile omissions, unj,u^t 
computations of exchange, ojid that as an hypothetical 
view of the future, it affords no reasonable charge agaji^st 
the past and. present management of a public trust, whiqh 
the concluding passage of Mr. Bates' evidence admits. 

17th. Tl^at Mr. Eickards' testimony is equally as inpon- 
^lusive as Mr. Bates', because it is founded pn an aritV 
metical error to the extent of 4d out of 11^. in ^h^ yalpe 
of the ppund of tea;— that the price of tea at Canton is ^Ot 
9,nly q^oted lower than it really is allowed for in the usual 
price-currents, but affords no grounds for comparison 
with the prices paid by the East- India Company for their 
tea, which Mr. Hickards incorrectly states to bq no better 
than that of the Americans or privilege trade ; — that Mr. 
Rickards has also adopted, in a comparative as well as im- 
probable ppint of view, too low a rate of exchange ;— that 
his plans, if carried into effect, would, certainly tend to 
the destruction of the revenue, if no other worse conse- 
quences ensued ; — that tea cannot be had at all time$ ^t 
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Canton ;--that the Company have not kept up the price 
by limiting the supply in the market; — that the privilege 
trade have not (although they might) increased thek* im- 
portation of tea ; — that it sells at lower prices than the 
Company's, notwithstanding there is a saving of it^d. in 
the pound for freight, as well as many other charges ; and, 
that Mr. Rickards' assumptions are principally built on the 
probably extended use of tea from 30 to 40,000,000lbs. in 
England without an increase of the cost price in China. 

18th. That the price at which the Company offer their 
tea for sale is npt one-third of what it costs the public; the 
brokers, in the first place, keeping up the price for the 
sake of their commission, and for the support of the trade 
in gener^ ; and 2dly, by the Government levying a duty 
of £100 per cent, which must be paid before the tea 
passes into the purchaser's hands. 

19th. That the privilege possessed by the East-India 
Company is not a numopoly as has been incorrectly stated ; 
a monopoly including the power to sell or hold back, 
to lower or to raise prices ; the Company cannot choose 
their own time for sale ; they are compelled to make four 
quarterly sales in the year, of offering at each sale a quan- 
tity at least equal to the last preceding demand ; they are 
obliged to put up their tea at prime cost, and to sell at 
an advance of one penny (they do at (me farthing) on the 
upset price ; they are necessitated to have always on hand 
a stock of tea amounting to at least one yearns consump- 
tion, estimated by the quantity consumed in the pi'evious 
year ; that their very ships are under legislative? enact- 
ments, being equipped for war as well as for commerce ; 
— that even the profits derivable from the tea trade are 
disposed of by the command of the Legislature beyond 
the control of the Company ; — that, in fine, it is a poli- 
tical as well as commercial trust which, tested by long- 
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tried experience, has been proved not only eminently 
serviceable to the nation at large, but of infinite advantage 
to our Eastern Empire by procuring with greater facility 
for the Government thereof an impost of one million ster^ 
ling^ which is levied on the Chinese consumer of opium, 
and which the Chinaman pays, together with the cost 
price, as a part return for the tea transmitted to England; 
while the annual stream of wealth flowing from India ^ 
to the British shores, instead of being remitted in the pre* 
cious metals, has given energy and maritime power to the 
empire, by circulating through the healthful and invigon^ 
ting medium of commerce. 

20th. And in conclusion, that no argument has yet 
been brought forward entitled to the serious attention of 
the Legislature, which offers a shadow of prospective, 
national, or individual advantages, to compensate for die 
overthrow of a system by means of which the tea trade of 
the United Kingdom is now carefully, cheaply, and bene* 
ficially conducted ;t and by destroying which, we may, 
as was said to be the case with the Sybylline leaves, have 
to pay a higher price for a diminished value. 

* About i:4,000,000 sterling ! 

t For the proceedings of the Court of Directors, with reference 
to the late disputes in China, vide Appendix, I would particularly 
request the attention of the Editors of the Journals to the letter of 
the Honourable Court, dated 13th January 1832; a perusal of it 
will induce them to hesitate in admitting party-coloured statements 
into the periodicals subject to their control, wnile I trust a candid 
review of the arguments and facts in the preceding pages, will open 
the eyes of the public to the gross misrepresentations and delusions 
which have been sedulously attempted to be imposed upon them. 
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The proceedings of the Court of Directors, with reference 
to the late disputes and present state of affairs at Canton, hare 
been recently laid before the House of Lords, on a motion of 
Lord Ellenborough's for enquiring as to the ateps taken, by the 
Home Authorities on the subject. In the documents submitted 
to their Lordships* perusal,. I find the annexed letter from the 
Honourable Court to the Select Committee at Canton, which 
gives a clear view of the causes which led to the aggression of 
the acting Governor on the Company's premises, and indicates 
the policy heretofore pursued by the Directors, which they 
«iate it to be their determination to persevere in ; very properly 
leaving to the wisdom of the British Govemment,:ahdtiie de<9- 
sIqu of Parliament, the duty of redressing any insult to the 
national honour. But the Company can do nothing which will 
appease the party-spirit of a few, who, like the frogs in the 
&ble> are neither satisfied with a log of wood, nor a stork for a 
ruler. These writers have been unceasing in their vitupera- 
tions of the Company, for the aggrandizing spirit whidi they 
assert have characterized their conduct in India ;* and ncnw, 
when the Court of Directors are strenuously endeavouring to 
preserve our valuable commercial footing in China by peac^ftd 

• The Edinburgh Reviewer (No. CIV.), tlie same who is now attacking 
the East- India Company in the columns of the Times^ says, '* The history 
of European commerce in the East is a continued series of usurpations.** 
Again, '* Instead of attempting to rise to wealth by the exercise of laborious 
industry, they (the East- India Company) commonly resorted to a niore 
compendious process, and endeavoured to effect their object by stratagtftm 
and force.**-:-p, 314i. 
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measures, the same writers turn round and violently assail them 
for sacrificing the national honour at the shrine of mercantile 
cupidity; as if they wished to force the Company into the 
performance of some intemperate action, which might as effec- 
tually shut us out from China as Europeans are now excluded 
from the Japanese empire, by reason of the intolerant spirit and 
rashness which characterized the Portuguese relations with that 
tdtima Thule of the commercial globe. 

If the editor of the Times will peruse this letter, he will, I 
trust, pause before he commits the integrity of his journal, by 
the further admission of such false statements as have lately 
appeared therein, and which is the more to be regretted, because 
no man of spirit, no one who can appreciate the commapding 
talent and gigantic influence which that journal possesses, not 
merely in England, but in every civilized nation, but must 
deeply deplore its being made^ however unconsciously, the 
medium of party zeal and private malevolence. The writer of 
these pages may be accused of party motives in sending forth the 
present work ; such^ in fact, has been attributed to him in the 
columns of the Times^ with reference to his last' publication, in 
which the censurer is ridiculously at fault as to the author : the 
writer condescends to tell those, who look more to names thte 
realities, that he has struggled for liberty— moral, political, and 
tommercia], in many parts of the earth, atid sacrificed more 
in their cause than would be readily credited ; if he now appear 
to hold a distinct course from the past, it is in semblance, 
not in reality, which all who do him the honour of glancing 
over these pages, will readily be disposed to admit. 

It must be granted, a popular side of the subject has notbiken 
adopted; but if philosophy or wisdom consist in following the 
current opinions of the multitude, there is little credit for those 
who in former times strove to stem the popular delusions of 
witchcraft, magic, &c., or who now endeavour to inculcate the 
useful axiom, that machinery which abridges human labour is 
advantageous to the ultimate civilization of man. It may, be 
sufficient to add, that the author has, with respect to the China 
trade, thought for himself, and deduced his reasonings from 
fiicts ; the only reward he seeks is, an impartial examination of 
his statements, conscious as he is that the two greatest enemies 
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which truth has to contend with are ignorance and misrepre- 
sentation. When these are removed, the national services of the 
East-India Company will receive the merit to which they are so 
deservedly entitled ; and the historian of future ages, while uii- 
scrolling the records of the nineteenth century, will pause witk 
astonishment to seek a parallel in the annals of the world. 
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Copy of a Letter from tKe Court of Directors of the East- 
India Company to the Select Committee of Supracargoes 
in China, dated 13th January 1832. 

Our President and Select Committee of Supracargoes at 

Canton in China. 

1. It being uncertain whether an^ conveyance to China may offer 
before the departure of our direct ships in April next, we have deter- 
mined to dispatch the Company's sloop of war ** Coote,** by which 
we received, in November last, your dispatches of May preceding.' 

2. We transmit numbers in the packet* a copy of our secretary*^ 
listter, dated the 9th November, acknowledging, by our desire, your 
advices of May, and also copy of a letter from our chairman and 
deputy chmrman to you, under date the 9th December, announcing 
the receipt of ^our dispatch of the 18th June vi& San Bias and Tam- 
pico. The originals of these letters were forwarded by the American 
ship Addison, which sailed from Liverpool the 31 st of December. 

3. The leading points detailed in your advices now before us, com- 
prising your letters to the ^d July, and your consultations to the 
l^th of that month, are — 

The aggression of the Foo-Yuen on your Factory : 

•The eight regulations issued by the Viceroy : 

Your announcement of the intended stoppage of the trade on the 
1st Angnst last, and your request to the Bengal Government for 
the aid of some of His Majesty's ships of war to enable yon to 
carry into effect the measures which you then contemplated, but 
of the nature of which you have given us no information : 

Your subsequent determination, of the 10th June, not to enforce 
the stoppage of the trade, in consequence of the new regulations 
having received the sanction of an imperial edict ; and the inti- 
mation of this resolution to the Bengal Government, accompanied 
by a declaration that ** on the termination of the season, when 
tne valuable property of the Company, as well as of individuals, 
has been rescued, you deeply feel that the time wlU be arrived 
when reparation must be demanded." 
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4. We proceed to consider the measures connected with the altera- 
tions in the front of the Factory, which led to the aggressions of the 

• Foo-Yuen in the month of May last. 

5, The subject was first noticed, upon the Select Committee's 
Consultation of the 2d September 1828, in the following terms : — 

*' The anxiety evinced by the Government to commence unlading 
our ships holds out to us a favourable opportunity for gaining 
their sanction to a plan which we had devised in the month of 
February, and had already carried partially into effect (but of 
which no notice is taken on your records), for improving the 
access to the stsurs of the Company's Factory in Canton, when 
the work was unexpectedly interrupted by the interference of the 
Nan-hey-yoon." 

6- The nature and necessity of the projected alteration was ex- 
plained, and a general description entered into of the locality of the 
premises alluded to. 

7. The Select Committee then stated that they had communicated, 
in the first instance, their views to the Hong Merchants, in order that 
the matter should be represented to Government previously to entering 
upon the operations, when they were assured by the merchants that 
no necessity existed for a formal representation of the case to the 
local authorities. v 

8. It appears that the Committee still expressed to the merchants 
their reluctance to enter upon the undertaking without the previous 
sanction of Government ; but having received from the merchants 
the strongest assurances that they would hold themselves responsibly 
for its success, and having been requested by them not to address the 
Governmei^t on the subject, the Committee yielded the, point '* to 
what they considered a better knowledge of the forms of th^ 
country." 

9. The work, howevm*, was stopped in the monHi of March, as 
already stated. 

10. The Hong Merchants, having written to the Committee on the 
2d September 1828, urging, at the intance of the Hoppo, that the 
Company's ships should unload, the Committee, in their rep^y on t|ie 
3d September, adverted to the delay in the alterations, and to ^e 
vexatious interference of Government ; adding, *' We hereby request 
you to inform Government that after the landing place is completed 
we may then unload the ships." 

11. On the following day the merchants stated that the delay was 
not on their part, and that the matter had been referred to the local 
authorities to examine. 

12. On the 13th October the Committee addressed the governor 
on other subjects, but at the same time alluded to the offensive state 
of the ground in the front of the Factory ; adding, ** An endeavour 
during this year was made to clear the square of such iiuisances, and 
afford a wholesome promenade, as foreigners are not allowed to go 
into the country; but at the suggestion of a petty Custom House 
officer (who was moved by malice, o^cause he shared not in the fees,) 
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every improvement was put a stop to, and the English Company have 
not at this hour « landing place fit to be used." 

13. On the 17th October Howqua acquainted the Committee that he 
had had a long audience with the Viceroy on the subject of the Com- 
mittee's Address ; and stated, that ** the Viceroy had given directions 
for the immediate recommencement of the operations in the square in 
the front of the Company's Factory, and had expressed much dis- 
pleasure at the delay which had been occasioned by the Nan-hey-yeun 
iQ carrying into efiect the orders which he bad previously given upon 
the subject." 

14. No record of this order appears on the proceedings of the 
Committee ; but on their consultations of the 18th October, is the 

following statement : — 

** A pledge of this officer's* disposition to accommodate matters has 
been given by a deputation of the Nan-hey-yuen to our Factory, to 
give directions for the renewal of the works upon the landing place, 
which will be resumed herewith." 

15. There is a marked difference between the verbal statement of 
Howqua, in which he alluded to the operations in the square in froni 
of the Factory, and the directions of the Nan-hey-yuen given per- 
sonally, which were confined to a renewal of the works upon the 
landing place. 

16. On the ^d October two boats with Cornelian Beads having 
been seized at the landing place in front of the Factory, yon repre- 
sented the necessity of the landing place being secured by gates, and 
the space in front of the Factory surrounded by walls. 

17* On the 21st November 1828 an edict was received through the 
merchants, which ordered them forthwith ** to take the newly-accu- 
mulated ground in front of the Factory within the boundary, and 
build a landing place with wood and stones ; but it was not permitted 
to usurp, encroach, and build in other places, which would involve 
examination and inquiry." This was the first recorded sanction to 
the work, which was strictly confined to the building a lamting place 
with wood and stones. 

18. On the dOth February 1829, the matter still remaining un- 
finished, the Committee addressed the Viceroy preparatory to their 
departure from Canton for Macao, requesting his sanction for the 
completion of the work, and the surrounding it with a wall. 

19. In consequence of this Address the Quang-Choo-Foo and 
Nan-hae-heen were isent by the Viceroy to examine the place in per- 
son, and ** to understand the case clearly.** The officers made a 
minute examination; and the Hoppo, being called upon to state what 
efiect the alterations would have with reference to the Custom^House, 
reported, th^t, *' if they be allowed to build a wall around, it will 
obstruct the view from the Custom House, and be an impediment to 
the attendants keeping a look-out from thence. It is inexpedient to 
allow this." 

* Tlie Viceroy. 
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20. Upon which the Viceroy issued an edict, decidedly prohibiting 
the purposed alterations, excepting the repairing the landing place 
with wood and stones, and forbidding the wall to be built. This was 
followed by another edict (arising out of a representation from the 
Committee], " prohibiting the Chinese from walking on the Com- 
pany's landing place, or making any noise there" 

21. The discussions which had commenced in the month of June 
j829, and which led to the stoppage of the trade, only terminated oa 
the 8th February 1830, when the Factory repaired to Canton for the 
purpose of resuming the trade. The president on that occasion was 
accompanied by Mrs. Baynes, on the alledged invitation of Howqua. 
It appears to have been the first instance in which a lady of the 
Factory had proceeded to Canton, and was in direct contravention of 
our orders of the 3d April 1829. 

22. The ground in front of the Factory remainn^ unfinished, the 
Committee requested the merchants on the 27th February to bring 
the matter before the Viceroy, who issued an edict containing the 
following passage : — " But ere one year has elapsed, these foreigners 
all at once (because their request to have warehouses was disallowed) 
now entreat to have a wall built, and a gate set up, and that the 
boards may be exchanged for stones. This really is perverse ob- 
stinacy." 

23. Upon the receipt of this communication the Committee ob- 
served, — *' As every attempt to gain this point has failed by applica- 
tion to the Government, we must adopt other means to effect it. 
We therefore determined to remove the inconvenience by ordering a 
detachment of boats and seamen from our ships, by whom the cavity 
remaining will be filled from a heap of rubbish in the neighbourhood, 
and a fence erected, to prevent intrusion." 

24. An order was accordingly issued on the 2d March to the com* 
manders of the ships for carrying their plan into efiect, and for their 
furnishing Captain Haviside, who was to superintend it, with the 
assistance of a large cutter or launch, and a competent crew, con- 
taining a carpenter and carpenter's mate. The detachment arrived on 
the night following ; and, from the exertions used by the ofGicers and 
men, the work was expected to be completed on the 5th, the ground 
levelled, and a fence erected to make it secure. 

25. On the 4th March the Hong Merchants waited on the Com- 
mittee, entreating a suspension of the work, the Chinese Oovernment 
having refiised to sanction it. In reply to this request, they were in- 
formed, that the Committee had not resorted to the means used for 
the removal of the nuisance complained of until every endeavour to 
attiun that object by other measures had failed, and that the Com- 
mittee felt convinced the Viceroy could not be aware of the actual 
circumstances of the case, which it was the duty of the Hong 
Merchants to have stated properly to His Excellency; that such a 
line of conduct would have superseded the necessit/ of the Com- 
mittee requiring the assistance of the seamen from the ships, and 
'* that the culpability, if any could accrue from such an insignificant 
question, must rest with themselves ;" the Committee addii^, '* that 
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they could by no means agree to' desist from the undertaking, which 
a few hours would then bring to a close." 

26. On the 5th March the Quang-Choo-Poo visited the eronnd, 
and the Hone Merchants informed the Committee that he had issued 
orders to hoUow out the ground which had been levelled, and reduce 
it to its original state; upon which the Committee remarked,—- 
** This proposition is too ridiculous to be discussed, and was admitted 
by some or the merchants, after the conference was broken up, to be 
a mere matter of form, to support th6 consistency of the CjroveriH> 
ment; we conceive therefore that the matter may be considered 
terminated.'* 

27* On the 8th March an edict was issued by the Viceroy against 
parties of seamen coming to Canton, having reference, the Committee 
stated, to the party employed in the completion of the premises in 
front of the Factory. 

28. On the 21st April the merchants addressed the Committee, 
(then at Macao,) representing that an order had been issued whidi 
obliged them to hollow out the ground again, and to cover the space 
over with boards as before ; that ten days nad originally been allowed 
for effecting the order, but at their entreaty another ten days had been 
granted. " Should we again procrastinate (observed the merchaints), 
it would be difficult for us to bear the blame ; and we imagine that 
jfou. Gentlemen, could not endure to sit and look on at our being 
involved in difficulties." They had accordmgly hired labourers to 
perform the work. 

29. Upon which the Committee observed,—-'^ As we cannot accu- 
rately ascertain the extent of the mischief, we shall refrain for the 
present from noticing this offensive proceeding, which we can o>n]y 
attribute to an obstinate desire on the part of Government to humili- 
ate foreigners in the eyes of the people, and circumscribe within the 
narrowest limits the little space allotted for our recreation. 

30. Our sentiments on the subject were made known to you, in 
our Dispatch of the 13th April 1831, in the following terms: '* We 
do not doubt, from the observations on your proceedings, that it 
was desirable that the space of ground in question should be en- 
closed; but we greatly doubt the propriety of your doing so in 
defiance of the repeated prohibitions of the Chinese authorities at 
Canton ; we hope those authorities will not again notice the. afiair ; 
but should they do so, we positively forbid your retaining the 
Enclosure by any other means than those of negotiation ; you are 
not to proceed to actual force, nor to use threats or intimidation 
in your intercourse with the Chinese, in order to preserve the con- 
tinuance of the Enclosure, should the Viceroy and other authorities 
strenuously insist on its removal. This is not a question of sufficient 
importance to incur the risk of exciting unfavourable feelings in the 
minds of the principal authorities in the city, much less is it one for 
which the tranquil progress of our affiiirs at Canton should be en« 
dangered by renewed discussions with the government of that place. 

31. The Select Committee, having closed their commercial trans- 
actions, returned on the 16th April 1830 to Macao. 
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9^ Upon rcpairuig to Canton on the 4th October following, for the 
purpose of commencing the business of the season 1830-31, Mrs. 
Baynes again accompanied the president. No invitation appears to 
have been given by the Hong Merchants upon this occasion. 

83. Shortly after that lady had arrived there, the Committee repre- 
sent that various " insulting and opprobrious edicts were issued, 
ifverai of them prohibiting the residence of European females at 
Caoton.** The Committee remonstrated against them, and urged the 
ftfireasonableness of the objection to the residence of femmes^ as 
several had resided at Canton the preceding season. The Committee 
represented that they were joined in their remonstrance by all the 
members of the British Commercial Community. 

34. On the 20th October Howqua, on whose invitation Mrs» 
Baynes proceeded to Canton in the preceding season, waited upon 
the Committee with the Viceroy's commands, ** As to women coming 
to Canton : the old law forbids it ; it never can be permitted. The 
.chief is desired to send away the lady forthwith. If she cannot move 
immediately, the merchants are to ascertain in how many days she will 
go* If the chief says he will not remove the foreign lady in two or 
three days, if she still be here, soldiers will be sent to the Factory to 
seize and drive her out. The chief is to tell the merchants what day 
she goes." 

36. It was upon the receipt of this communication the Committee 
resolved, in defiance of the laws and regulations of the country, to 
order up sailors and guns for the protection of the Factory. 

36. Notwithstanding that communication, and also another edict 
of the Viceroy, on the ^th October, in which it was declared ** they 
oittht not, in what has been disallowed, to disobey and act irre- 
guwrly," Mrs. Baynes was still suffered to remain at Canton. 

37* Such was the state of afSiirs when you took your seat, at the 
close of November, as president and members of the Select Com- 
mittee, under our orders of the 26th May 1830. 

38. On the 11th December, Howqua informed yon that it was the 
desire of the Viceroy that all ladies then resident at Canton should 
Immediately quit it. This was not assented to by you, though at the 
time you were aware that the security merchant for a private ship, 
consigned to Mr. Whiteman, was in confinement on account of Mrs. 
'Whiteman being at Canton. 

, 39. On the 14th December it appears that the Hong Merchants 
,w»ited upon you, to entreat you to order the ladies firom Canton. 
You nevertheless adhered to the determination, adopted on the 11th, 
not to comply with such entreaty. 

r 

40. On the 28th the Viceroy issued another edict, which contained 
the following remarks : ^ But you, the Committee, are persons sent by 
your own country to control the commercial affairs. You must no 
doubt be persons who clearly understand what is reasonable an4 just, 
and maturely acquainted with the regulations. It is your dut^ to lead 
all the foreign merchants, to keep every one of them in his proper 
place, and not transgress the usages. 

P 
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*' As to what is said in the petition, that husband and wife should 
not be separated, this refers to ordinary cases, when living at home. 
If they go abroad, and become guests in a country, how can they be 
viewed according to the same rule ? Besides, at Macao they may be 
sent to reside : where is the necessity of overstepping the mark, and 
going to Canton ?" 

41. On the S9th December you received the translation of n docu- 
ment stated to have been sent from Pekin, and to have formed part 
of an imperial edict against the residence of European females tt 
Canton. 

42. It is recorded, on your consultations of the Ist January 1831, 
that a private communication had been made to your president that the 
residence of females was a *' small matter ;" and you cited this as a 
proof of the duplicity of the Hong Merchants, and as authorizing your 
non-obedience of the edicts regarding females ; whilst at the same 
time it appears that the very source whence you derived this informa- 
tion was actually one of the Hong Merchants, upon whose assurance, 
it must be remembered, the works in front of the Factory, which led 
to the conduct of the Foo-Yuen, were entered upon by the Com- 
mittee, and also that Mrs. Baynes originally visited Canton. 

43. We observe likewise, that on the same day you received thb 
private communication from the Hong Merchants you recorded a 
memorial from the Viceroy, the Hoppo, and the Foo-Vuen to the 
Emperor, against the resort of females, and also regarding the use of 
sedan chairs, and the bringing up of sailors and guns. 

44. We have felt it necessary to enter thus minutely into the details 
of the proceedings in question, because they are materially connected 
with, and we have no doubt they tended to influence, the subsequent 
conduct of the Chinese Government, in issuing the edicts and ob- 
noxious regulations of which you now complain. 

45. Having closed the business of the season, you departed from 
Canton in the month of February for Macao, where you received, on 
the 14th of May last, a report o£ the proceedings, adopted by the 
Foo-Yuen at the Factory on the l!Sth of that month. Messrs. DanieU 
and Smith were forthwith deputed to Canton, for the purpose ef 
ascertaining the real state of affairs. Those gentlemen reported tilie 
violent measures which had been adopted by the Foo-Yuen towards 
your Linguist, and also towards Howqua, who had been ordered to 
reduce the ground to the state in which it was three years preceding. 
They pointed out the indignity offered to the portrait of his late 
Majesty, and stated, that as the Hong Merchants were afraid to fulfil 
their wishes by making known to the Viceroy the injurious efi^cts of 
these proceedings to the Company, and their request that be would 
desist, they addressed the Foo-Yuen, protesting against the further 
demolition of the Company's property, and also of the Quay, which 
they stated had been built openly, although the ground within the 
wall was not permitted to be completed. 

46. The merchants having reluctantly agreed to take charge of the 
letter, Messrs. Daniell and Smith returned to Macao on the 19th 
May. 
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47. On the 20th you received from the Hong Merchantn tho copy 
of the Eight Regulations, which had been proposed by tho Viceroy to 
the Emperor in Council on the 24th February. After trunscnbing 
the regulations you observed, ** We cannot conceive any greater 
difficulties to be imposed upon an intercourse with thiH country than 
those which we have above enumerated, almost without a commonti 
merely with explanation sufficient to place them in a clear point of 
view ; nor do we hesitate to observe, that if they wore to bo acted 
upon to the letter (and what security have wo to tho contrary), 
foreign commerce could not be conducted at Canton.'* 

48. You then adverted to the favourable period at which tho oc^ 
currence took place; stated that you did not see the necessity of 
advancing any positive propositions in your correspondence with the 
Government, but determined to acquaint them, " tliat if they jiro- 
ceeded to acts destructive of the commerce, nor offered any reurciis 
for those already committed, you should be compelled at an curly date 
to suspend it." You dispatched Mr. Lindsay to Canton, for tho pur- 
pose of delivering up the keys of the Factory to the Hong Merchantv^ 
for them to convey to the Foo-Yuen, stating that you would not 
retain them while the Factories were not secure from intrusion, and 
your premises from destruction. You resolved to give intimation to 
the British Merchants at Canton of your intentions, and to pnbliifh a 
notice in order to prevent any misapprehension ; and you further re- 
solved to address the Bengal Government, sugeesting a letter from 
the Governor-General to the Viceroy, dispatching it to China in a 
vessel of war, and entrusting it to the commander for presentation ; 
and that some ships of war should be sent to support the lueasurc, 
and that the admiral should visit China, in contemplation of contto- 
gencies like the present 

49. In accordance with these views vou addressed the Governor, 
Foo-Yuen, and Hoppo, on the 19th May, noticing the whole of the 
drciunstances, and stating that, as you had no meani at that time of 
pfot£ctiBg the property, you abandoned it, and transmitted the kcy« 
of the Factory to the Foo-Yuen. You likewise oublisbed a notice 
OQ the SOth ^y, recapitulating the events, and, as tne HepresenUtUvtM 
y the Biiikk Xation in China, gave public intiniatioo that, ftbrniUI 
3m evila complained of remain unremoved, all commercial intercms rse 
betweea the two countries would be suspended on the 1st AugiMt* 
Thb waa followed by a notice in Chinese, under date 2SHh May, to 
be delivered to the Hong Merchants or Linguist, or through any <Hher 

by which it mi^t reach the obMnratios of the /W-Kmh/ 
by jour consultatioos of the 2d June, it mp^ftan Ut baive been 
in ccmspiciious fAstcta in Canton.** 

I. Ob the 2^h May you addre^^ed a \eiWr Uj the Bomttty Oo- 
■Mat, FBqoeftuig that one of the Company'f tr y tien mtpii f/e 
ifapBtdied to joo intb as Btde delay as pOMiMe ; af«d on the snaae 
day yoB wrote to the Supreme Oovemmerit, tn acrofdanee «M tbe m^ 
tmticm yoo recorded on the ^Otfa. 

61. lo tbu latter docamert too ^jmvtd o«t the a^^re^iviw^ ^A tt>t 
RMKYoen, and ljke«i%e the dHferect drccmttar^jet ^/mtAtU:^ ••lA 
: bet roa tr s-^ar to har*: k^ •. -mh.^jV.-: c A 'A -»>» 'i^e fe*?t<, 

y 2 
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to which we have adverted at itich length, regarding the nnanthorized 
Works carried on by the late Committee on the ground immediately 
in front of the Factory, as well as the act of bringing up the sailors 
and guns; facts which ought to huve been stated to the Bengal 
Government as roost essential in enabling them to form a correct 
judgment on the measures brought to their notice. It also appears 
that you sent a copy of your letter to the Bei^al Goveroment to 
Admiral Sir Edward Owen. 

5£. Having thus noticed the aggression on the Factory, the new 
regulations, the intended stoppage of the trade, and your letter to 
the Supreme Government or India, we shall proceed to offer such 
observations upon these points, and upon your conduct in connection 
with them, as the circumstances appear to us to call for. 

53. The aggression of the Foo-Yuen was characteristic of his 
nation, and had the works which he destroyed been originally carried 
on under the vanction of the local authorities at Canton, his conduct 
would have afforded a strong ground for remonstrance; but when it 
16 clearly shown, that the works were begun without authority, that 
when part only was sanctioned the whole was carried forward, and 
the edicts and proclamations pointedly prohibiting the measures were 
treated with contempt, it cannot be matter of astonishment that the 
local Government of a city, in the vicinity of which you re»de solely 
for the purposes of trade, (not under any defined treaty, but by suf- 
ferance only,) and which Government has the means of retaliation in 
its own hands, should, after the repeated instances in which its autho- 
riu was set at defiance, and very probably instigated by the imperial 
edict (which arrived at Canton on the day of the outrage,} confirmltig 
the new regulations, having acted in the peremptory manner adopted 
by the Foo-Yuen on the occasion. 

54. The regulations, though termed new, do not materially diifer 
•iu substance from those which have been enacted at former periods. 
We do not perceive any strong objections exist to the provisions 
contained in the first, second, and eighth regulations. The departure 
of the Factory from Canton, after the close of commercial dealings, is 
aP that is insisted upon under the first regulation, and has in fact 
beeii invariably observed by you. The object of the seeottd is to 
prevent the Chinese borrowing mone^ from foreign merchants; a 
most wholesome provision, and one which, if it be strictly observed, 
will eradicate an evil which has been the cause of serious etob&rafis- 
ment from an early period of our intercourse with Canton. 

, 55.. The eighth regulation appears to provide sufficiently for the 
presentation of addresses and appeals both through the Hong 
Merchants uid directly at the city gates. , 

5^. The r»-enacting of the fifth and sixth, prohibiting the resort .of 
females and sailors to Canton, and also the bringing up of gun^s and 
rantikets, has clearly been occasioned by the proceedings which we 
have already noticed. 

57* The provisions of the third and fourth, if enforced, would un- 
doubtedly interfere most materially with the essential comforts of 
your Factory, and with the facilities hitherto possessed by you for 
carrying on your commercial affairs. 
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58« We observe that in the year 181 4, when the propositions were 
submitted by Sir George T. Staunton for confirmation by the Chinese 
Government, a proceeding to which you have referred, the fifth was 
as follows, viz, 

** For these one hundred years past it has been customary to em- 
ploy as porters, doorkeepers, and attendants of all kinds, natives of 
China only. If these natives may not be employed, we shall be quite 
satisfied to employ our own people, if some other abode is points 
out where there may be sufficient room for that purpose." 

59. The regulation, when confirmed by the Emperor's edict, was 
in the following terms, viz, 

" Natives may be employed as coolies, porters, tea boilers, cooks, 
and in other similar capacities, but persons not to be hired under the 
denomination of Kawpan * and Shawan."f 

60. The seventh regulation provides that commanders going back- 
wards and forwards in Sanpan boats must have a flag set We do 
not perceive any prohibition to the commanders going in their own 
boats, such boats carrying a flag. This, we understood, has been in- 
variably the practice, and is observed for the purpose of relieving 
such boat^ from search at the several chop houses between Whampoa 
and Canton. Every boat on its arrival at Canton is searched, under 
the regulations. 

61. From the result of former representations and discussions wiUi 
the Chinese Government, we are of opinion that a temperate and 
judicious appeal on the most objectionable points, which are com- 
prised in the third and fourth regulations, would have effected «nd 
may still effect a modification of those provisions ; and that notwith- 
standing the, conduct of the Foo-Yuen with reference to the Factory 
(for which much cause is to be found in the proceedings of your pre- 
decessors), a proper explanation of the circumstances would still 
induce the authorities to observe the stipulation acceded to in 1814, 
viz, *' The local magistrate not to visit the Factory without giving 
due previous notice/* 

62 We were not insensible to the difiiculties you would have to 
encounter on assuming charge of the Factory under our orders of the 
^6th May 1830, arising on the one hand from the notion, which the 
supercession of the former Committee might engender in the minds 
of the Chinese, of a disposition on the part of the Committee to yield 
more implicitly to the will of their Government; and, on the other, 
from the opposition you might at first meet with from the British 
private merchants to a more conciliatory line of conduct^ such mer-r 
chants having so decidedly supported the views of your predecessors. 
Biit, after making every allowance for the circumstances in which you 
were placed, we cannot approve of the support which you gave to a 
continued disobedience of the laws prohibiting the residence of 
females at Canton, although repeatedly urged to obey them, both by 
the Hong Merchants and by the edicts of the Viceroy. 

* Whose place is at the heel. 

t Term tor servant, corrupted from the English word. 
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03. So far from weakening the attempts which you niigfat be called 
upon to make in order to reliere the trade from vesatiotts exactions 
or impositions, we consider that immediate obedience to the laws in 
question, accompanied by a clear and open ayowal of the principles 
by which you were actuated in paying such obedience, would have 
atrengtbeoed your influence with the Government, by evincing a dis- 
position to respect their regulations. 

64. We are prepared to admit that the conduct of the Fdo-Yuen, 
arising out of transactions which had occurred in the time of former 
Committees, and regarding which nothing had arisen to bring them 
to your immediate notice till the attack on the Factory, followed so 
immediately by the regulations, were sufficient causes to excite your 
feelines; we nevertheless are of opinion that the notification of the 
intended suspension of the trade, and your determination to abandon 
the Factory, were measures adopted with unnecessary precipitation, 
and that the circumstances did not call for your publication of a con- 
templated measure against which we have so repeatedly and so 
strongly caliti6ned you. We consequently received with much satis- 
faction the intelligence announced in your Dispatch of the 10th June, 
and we entirely approve of the determination you came to of with- 
drawing the conditional notice that the trade would be suspended on 
the 1st of August. This satisfaction is, however, considerably les- 
sened by the concluding terms of your last notice, recommending all 
British residents in Canton '' to exert every means in their power to 
recover such property belonging to them as at present is in possession 
of natives of this country." Combining this circumstance with the 
sentiments expressed to the Bengal Government in your letter of the 
26th May last, already noticed, we feel it necessary to convey to you 
explicit directions for the conduct of your future proceedmgs. 

65. The commerce between Great Britain and China is too im* 
portant to be put to hazard without the most urgent and imperious 
necessity, and on no account upon considerations of a personal nature. 
It is of essential moment to the Indian as well as to the Home Reve« 
nues, both as regards the State and the East India Company, as well 
■a in the regular supply of the British public of an article of general 
consumption. 

66. We sought that trade originally : the advantages which it has 
yielded have induced us to exert every endeavour to secure its conti- 
nuance. Those exertions have been attended with success; and 
although late events have led to the expression of opinions in favx>ur 
of a more decided and less pacific course of policy, we are by no 
means prepared to adopt or to act upon such opinions. 

67* To attempt to maintain a purely commercial intercourse, such 
as that with China, by force of arms, would, in a pecuniary point o( 
view, be any thing rather than a matter of profit, even if justice and 
humanity could allow us for a moment seriously to contemplate such 
a step. We cannot, in fairness, deny to China the right which our 
own nation exercised as she sees fit, either by prohibiting, restraining, 
or subjecting to certain laws and regulations its commercial dealings 
with other countries. China must be considered free in the exercise 
of her a£fairs, without being accountable to any other nation ) and it 
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must be remembered that she has rejected every effort made by us,- as 
well as by almost every other European state, to form a commercial, 
intercourse with her upon those prmciples which govern commercial 
relations with other coMntries. 

68. It is our desire that you sedulously endeavour to avoid entering 
into any discussions with the Chinese government, except in cases of 
absolute necessity ; and should such cases unhappily occur, we enjoin 
you to carry them on with temper and moderation, and that you 
close them at the earliest possible period. 

69. Another point to which we feel it necessary particularly to 
advert is, the disposition evinced by you to seek the aid o£ his Ma- 
jesty's ships of war in supporting your measures. 

70. The appearance of King's ships in China, from the commeiice- 
ment <^ our trade with Canton to the present time, has very fre« 
quently occasioned the greatest embarrassment, often leading to 
lengthened and difficult discussions (even with reference to the pro- 
curing supplies only for such ships), and not unfrequently to a stop- 
page of that trade, and consequently to great pecuniary loss. 

Jl, In 1818 we felt it necessary, with regard to the request you had 
made to the captain of his Majesty's ship " Orlando," to anchor at 
Chuenpee, and if requisite to proceed to Whampoa, in support of the 
measures you had adopted in aid of the country traders, and also 
regarding the suggestion you had ventured to make to Admiral Sir 
Richard King to visit China annually, to express our strong feeling of 
disapprobation, and to state that we had ** with difficulty been pre- 
vented from making an immediate application to the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, for orders to be issued to Sir Richard King, 
directing that officer by no means to comply with your suggestion for 
a man-of-war to be sent annually to China and the other places men- 
tioned in your letter to that officer." 

72. The evil was, however, so seriously felt on the occasion of the 
affair of the *' Topaze" frigate, in 1 824, causing a stoppage of the 
trade for some months, that we, immediately on the receipt of the in» 
telligence, made a communication to his Majesty's ministers, which led 
to the Lords of the Admiralty issuing orders to the naval commander* 
in-chief in India, " that in future, during peace, none of his Majesty's 
vessels of war should visit any port of China, unless on a requisition 
from the Governor-General of India, or from the Select Committee 
of the Snpra-Cargoes at Canton." 

73. At the same time that the determination of the Lords, of the 
Admiralty was announced to you, we also informed you, ** that in a 
letter to Bengal, conveying copies of the correspondence with the 
Admiralty, we have enjoined that government carefully to abstain 
from requiring any ship in his Majesty's service to proceed to China, 
unless in case of indispensable necessity;" and we likewise enjoined 
you, that " nothing but an occurrence of vital importance, and of 
the most urgent necessity, should induce you to forward any requisi- 
tion to the government of Bengal, or* to the naval conmiander'-in-iebief 
in India, for the dispatch of any of hb Majesty's ships to China 
during a period of peace." *- . 
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i4. With these facts upon record, we decidedly condemn the requi- 
sition you made to the Bengal government for the aid of ships of 
war, and more especially your communication of that requisition to 
h» Excellency, Admiral Sir Edward Owen. We trust, however, that 
the Vice-President in Council, to whom your letter was addressed 
(the Govemor«^eneral being up the country), will have been guided 
b^ the sound and judicioiis views expressed by Lord Wilham Ben* 
ftinck, in his minute of thedd April 1830, on the occasion of a similar 
request on the part of your predecessors* 

75. We so fully approve of hb Lordship's views, that We have 
eaused a copy of Uiat minute to be sent a number in the present 
packet for your information. 

76, On your Consultations of the 6th January 1831, yoo state, 
with reference to the claims of British subjects on the native mer- 
chants, ** that as the committee were the representatives, not only of 
the East-India Company but of the British nation, it became an 
important part of their duty to protect British subjects from being 
treated with injustice, to the utmost extent of their ability.'* It is 
essential that you should clearly understand that you are not the 
representatives of the British nation, but of the East-India Company, 
in whom the exclusive trade with China has been vested by Parlia- 
ment. The assumption of the character of British representatives 
has increased the difficulties experienced in the various discussions 
which have arisen with the local authorities, more particularly those 
in which his Majesty's ships have been concerned. When, on such 
occasions, you have disavowed to the Chinese authorities all right of 
interference with the captains of ships of war, those authorities have 
urged the impossibility of your not having power, as the repretentet- 
thes of the British nation, over all ships belonging to your country. 

77* It is a notion too commonly entertained and acted upon by 
you, and. encouraged by foreign merchants residing at Canton, that 
nothing is to be gained from the Chinese bv obedience to their laws 
and edictSy but that much may be obtained by intimidation ; you au^ 
have succeeded for the moment in settins the government at defiance^ 
but that government has not only taken the first opportunity po assert 
its dominion, but also, with the view of making you feel the coosq- 
quences of disobedience, it has almost invariably deprived you of some 
advantages which it had either tacitly or avowedly yielded to friendly 
remonstrances. The proceedings as to Macao in 1809, and those now 
under review, fully bear out this observation, 

78. We cannot pass over without remark the proceedings of the 
British private merchants resident in China. We waive, for the pre- 
sent, the question as to the circumstances under which those parties 
have become residents in that countrv ; but we are forcibly struck 
with the terms in which they have addressed the Chinese authorities, 
and, we must add, the unwarrantable freedom with which they com- 
ment upon the laws and regulations of an empire to which they have 
voluntarily resorted, and that fof their own advantage. 

79. There is a material distinction between lendif\g your aid in 
matters purely commercial, and in appearing to be parties to resolu- 
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tions and representations couched in terras of open defiance and 
hostility to the laws and regulations of the country. We consider 
the resolutions of the merchants of the 30th May, and their addresses 
to the Foo-Yuen and the Hoppo, decidedly open to these objections. 
We by no means imply that you sought the approbation of those 
merchants, as expressed in their resolution above noted ; but as it is 
possible you may be considered a party thereto by the Chinese, we 
desire that you will carefully abstain from any interference in the 
concerns of the merchants which do not fall within the obvious intent 
of our instructions in the seventh paragraph of our letter of the 26t\\ 
May 1830, wherein we stated that we should not withhold our appro- 
bation to a discreet and prudent exercise of the influence you may 
possess with the local authorities in favour of those merchants, 

80. We received, with your secretary's letter of the 22d July, a 
pamphlet, entitled ** Remarks upon the late Proceedings of the Select 
Committee, and the Suspension of the Trade." Although the pam- 
phlet is stated to have been issued from the American press at Canton, 
there is no mark whatever to designate it as coming from such a 
source ; we were not aware that there was such an establishment ad 
nn American press in China. When we reflect upon the difficulties 
whieh have arisen from our press at Macao, originally sent out for the 
sole purpose of printing the Chinese dictionary by Dr. Morrison, and 
when we consider the jealousy of the Chinese at any measures which 
are calculated to facilitate the diffusion of opinions amongst the lower 
order of their countrymen, of whose intrigue and dissatisfaction much 
apprehension appears to be entertained, it is important that our fac- 
tory should stand clear from any suspicion of being parties to such 
publications. 

81. It is stated, in the notice of the proposals for establishing a new 
weekly paper, to be called the *' Chinese Courier," that the " advo- 
cates of free discussion will now be enabled to communicate their 
sentiments to the public under no restrictions but those of truth and 
decency.** The tenor of the observations contained-in the pi^phlet 
before us, evince so little respect for the constituted native aitthdrittes, 
and the opinions advanced in it are so totally at variance witji the 

-principles upon which we have determined that our aflairs ^hall be 
Conducted, that, had we not already fully communicated to you, in 
our Dispatch of the 18th April 18£8 (paragraphs 4 to 9), our sen- 
timents with reference to abstaining from all connection with the 
^ Canton Gazette,** or with any other literary publication in China, we 
should have no hesitation in desiring that the members of our factory 
should be no parties, in any way whatever, to the publicatipn of the 
proposed newspaper. In the event, however, of that publication 
taking place by the Americans, we desire that you act Upon the 
instructions of 1828, in notifying to the authorities at Canton, that 
you have no connection whatever with it. 

82. It now only remains for us to express our concurrence in the 
intimation given by the Chairman and Deputy-Chairman as. to the 
shipment of the winter teas, and most particularly to the injunction, 
at the conclusion of their letter, '' against your adopting auy course 
of policy which is likely to involve us in hostilities with the Chinese, 
without the most distinct and positive orders from this cbunti^y?^ 
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The preservation of the natioiml honour is in the hands of his Ma- 
jesty's Goyernment, and it must be for the King's ministers alone 
to take the responsibility of deciding upon the adoption of extreme 
measures, for vindicating that honour, if insulted. Those measures, 
if resorted to, will most materially afiect the valuable interests at 
present dependent upon a peaceful prosecution of our intercourse 
with China. 



We are. Your loving friendH, &c 



(Signed) 



London, 
13th January 183^. 



R. Campbell. 
J. G. Ravenshaw. 
J. Morris. 
W. S. Clarke, 

J. P. MUSPRATT. 

G. Lyail. 
H. Shank. 

W. WiGUAM. 

C. Mills. 



J. D. Alexander. 
H. Alexander. 
N. B. Edmonstone. 
J. Baillir. 
H. Lindsay. 
W. Young. 
G. Raikes. 
H. St. G. Tucker. 



APPENDIX B. 



CANTON.* 

the oovernob-general's letter. 

To his Excellency, the Governor of Canton. 
It has been represented to me, that in your Excellency's absence 
measures of an inimical and insulting character have been adopted, 
by the Foo-yuen of Canton, towards British merchants, my country- 
men : that the factory of the English nation at Canton has been for- 
cibly taken possession of; the wall and quay, which your Excellency 
previously sanctioned, demolished ; and that the perpetrator of these 
outrages carried his insolence so far as to treat the portrait of my 
august sovereign with marked and intentional disrespect. I am fnr> 
ther informed that there was no difierence or dispute of any kind at 
the time pending between the authorities at Canton and those who 
preside over the ail&irs and commerce of the British nation ; that no 
act was committed by the latter which was the subject of complaint 
on the part of those authorities ; that, in short, on either side there^ 
had been no deviation from established custom or violation of law, 
whiph might justly have provoked such acts of violence. 

Your Excellency is a wise and just man. The reputation of the 
high qualities which adorn your Excellency's character, and of the 

ftrudent and beneficent actions which have distinguished your Excel- 
ency's administration of affairs at Canton, has spread far and near, 
raising admiration in all classes of persons. I respect and esteem 
your Excellency. I therefore doubt not that it has been your Excelr 
lency*s study to do justice to the injured merchants of my country, to 
punish the evil-doers, and to place the commerce of the British nation 
on a footing at once mutually secure and honourable to the 8ui:(jects 
of both empires who arc engaged in it. 
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I am sure your ExcelleDcy cannot have approved, and will be ready 
to disavow, the violent, unjust, and indecent proceedings which the 
subordinate officers of Canton have been led into during your Excel- 
lency's absence : it will give me joy to hear that your Excellency's 
wisdom has anticipated my hopes and wishes in this respect, and your 
Excellency's reputation will be increased a hundred K>ld by such a 
restoration of affairs. May God grant that such has been the issue ! 

Your Excellency knows that the customs of nations differ. When 
the subjects of your Excellency's august sovereign go abroad to other 
countries, they are no longer the objects of the paternal solicitude of 
the mighty ruler of China. It is not so with the ships and merchants of 
my sovereign's dominions. Wheresoever they go they are the objects 
of his care ; and he watches, with equal anxiety, their conduct, and 
the treatment they experience. If they do what is wrong, he is ready 
to punish them, and to grant redress to the injured. If others com- 
mit injustice or violence towards them, he feels it as an offence against 
himself; and makes it his study to procure from all nations that his 
subjects shall be treated with respect, and obtain justice according to 
their deserts, so long as they act in conformity to the principles of jus- 
tice and equity. 

I am the Governor-General, on the part of my sovereign, of a large 
empire. The extent of territory and the lyimber of provinces and 
islands under my rule, the resources they possess, the number and 
wealth of the inhabitants, the disciplined armies maintained, and the 
ships and commerce which visit and enrich the various harbours and 
cities, cannot be unknown to your Excellency. It is my duty to 
watch over the concerns of my country in all this part of the world, 
and to interpose with the authority and power I possess, to secure 
the merchants of the British nation from injustice and oppression, so 
far as my influence extends, and the means at my disposal may allow. 
It is on this account that the members of the British factory at Can- 
ton have represented to me the injuries and oppressions they have 
suffered. I entreat of your Excellency, if they should deem it neces- 
sary to appeal to your wisdom and justice, to give to their wrongs a 
fair and candid consideration. You will thus confer on me a personal 
obligation, and will relieve me from the anxiety with which I should 
view the necessity of considering what further measures of support 
the aggrieved merchants have a right to expect at my hands. 

I beg of your Excellency to accept the assurance of my high consi- 
deration, 

(Signed) W. C. Bentimck. 
Shinilas ^7th Aug. 1831. 



THE VICEROY'S REPLY. 

(Translation.) 

Le, Cabinet Minister, Governor, &c., hereby issues his comman4s 
to the Hong Merchants. 

It is now authentioated that the English chief, Marjoribankti, and 
others have, in a petition, represented :— 
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(Here follows a copy of the Comniittee*s last note, dated 5th 
January.) 

Thu coming before me, the Minister and Governor, I decide as fol- 
lows : 

On the S8th day of the 1 1th moon of the current year, was received 
an official document, presented by Freemantle, a naval officer, sent by 
the said nation, concerning the Foo-yuen of Canton breaking down 
and removing the landing-place and wall in front of the factory*:* bar- 
barian hall. Also about msulting the picture of the nation's sove- 
reign, earnestly craving redress, &c. 

At that time I, the Minister and Governor, issued my authoritative 
decisions as follows : 

*' On examining, it is found that, at Shih-san-Hang, outside the city 
of Canton, there is a factory barbarian hall. It was built by native 
Hong Merchants, and is rented by the English chief and others, who 
come up to Canton, and have there a temporary lodging. It is by no 
means a hall that the said nation has itself placed there (or purchased). 
The landing-place before the factory was also built by the Hong Mer- 
chants, to facilitate the sending off and la nil ing cargo. 

*' During the seventh year of Taou-kwang, the Hong Merchants 
clandestinely added to the landing-place, and surrounded it by a wall, 
enclosing too large a space, and did not petition government, and wait 
for an authoritative decision* to act in obedience thereto. 

** Then I, the Minister and Governor, by enquiry, found out the cir- 
cumstance, and sent the kwang-chow-^foo to go and examine the place, 
and commanded it to be broken down and removed. After this t)ie 
Hong Merchants procrastinated, and did not break it up; but r^ 
neatedly presented petitions, earnestly craving, so that year after year 
It still remained as before. This oflfence was all owing to the stupiidity 
of the Hong Merchants, and did not implicate the said nation. 

** During the spring of this year, after I, the Minister and Governor, 
had gone forth from Canton city, in consequence of a person in Peking 
having stated to the emperor that the barbarian factory had clandes- 
tinely built a landing-place, a secret order firom the great emperor was 
received by the Foo-yuen to examine and act ; therefore it was in- 
stantly ordered to be destroyed. And the Foo-yuen stated the facts 
of his going in person and destroying it, to the emperor. From this 
it may be seen, that it was by no means the Foo-yuen*s intention to 
stir up reprehension ; and whilst he was giving orders for the destruc- 
tion of this place, he was acting v\ implicit obedience to a secret im- 
|)erial order. How could he previously let the nation's chief and others 
know ? Besides, that which was destroyed was the surrounding wall 
which the Hong Merchants had clandestinely built. The Hong Mer- 
chants alone were the parties to be punished ; there was no chastise- 
ment extended to the said chief and others. All you English mer- 
chants I what was there unequitable done to you? Further, at the 
time, the rooms in the factory and utensils were not in the leaat injured, 

ntboritative decision.** The same word tliat is applied in the pre- 
'r to the letter of the Governor- General. 
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or knocked about ; manifestly there was no unjust oppression of the 
nation. 

** The Hong Merchants did, at an early day, rebuild the stone steps 
and quay in the same manner as they formerly were, and it is now 
ooiiTenient for landing and shipping cargo. Afterwards, also, the Hong 
Merchants petitioned and entreated that open rails might be placed, 
which might be opened or shut, as required. Already has the Hoppo 
made a communication to the Foo-yuen to allow it, so that there will 
be a still further defence, and not the least impediment to commerce. 
Thus there, no doubt, may be, as formerly, mutual tranquillity. 

** As to what is said concerning insulting the picture of the sovereign 
of that nation, it is found that the said chief and others some time ago 
presented a petition, about the cloth being violently torn down from 
the king's picture ; and the Foo-yuen immediately gave, clearly and 
distinctly, his authoritative reply, saying, that he would not trample 
even on a child, unless he had offended the laws ; and how, then, could 
he lightly enter into people's factory, and lightly insult the picture of 
the nation's king ! &c. Thus it may be seen that nothing of the kind 
occurred. It is right to order the said chief and others to take the 
Foo-yuen's authoritative reply, transcribe it entire, and send it to the 
said nation to read, that no doubts or suspicions may remain. 

''To sum up all : the said nation has come to Canton, to an open 
market; upwards of a hundred years, and has had to look up with gra- 
titude to the great emperor for his abundant liberality and profound 
benevolence, in stooping down to bestow compassion : and there has 
been; for a long penod, mutual tranqiullity. It is necessary that the 
chief, second, third, and fourth supracargoes, who reside at Canton, 
for the general management of the commerce, should be intelligent 
persons, who understand business, implicitly adhering to established 
customs, and not listening to the insidious suggestions of Chinese 
traitors. 

*^ The celestial empire's graciousness and politeness are constant. 
It decidedly will not despise or ill-treat any. I, also, the Minister and 
Governor, look up and imitate the great emperor's infinite tenderness 
to men from remote regions, and decidedly will never cease to observe 
their i^everence and submission, so as to preserve all entire. 

" For this purpose these perspicuous, explicit orders are issued. 
And the Hong Merchants are commanded to take these orders, and 
deliver them to the English nation's chief and others, that they may 
tranter the orders to the said nation's naval captain, that he may pro- 
mulgate them for the information of the said nation's civil and mili- 
tary, every one of them, so that that they all may hear and know. 
This wiU do."* 

The above authoritative decisions were issued on the first day of 
the twelfth moon. But the said chief and others procrastinated, and 
would not receive them, and again petitioned that an ofiicer might be 
despatched U^give a written document in return. Strange! they do 
not know, that when the envoys of foreign nations have presented 

• All the above, between inverted commas, is a copy of Governor Le's 
answer to Lord W. Bentinck's letter. 
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petitionary documents, it has always been the case that the Hong 
Merchants were commanded to communicate the orders to the chief, 
that he might promulgate them for obedience thereto ! It has never 
been the case that a written document was given in return. 

On this occasion, I, the Minister and Governor, have already given 
my authoritative decisions perspicuously. It is incumbent on the said 
chief and others to take the authoritative decisions which have been 
issued, and promulgate them for information. Why do they, again 
and a third time, obstinately refuse to transmit the injunctions, and 
dun with requests to give a written document in return ? Exceedingly 
does it indicate refractory stupidity ! 

Uniting the above, I again issue these orders, and require the Hong 
Merchants to deliver them to the said chief and others, that they may 
transmit the orders to the said naval captain, that be may promulgate 
them for the information of the said nation's civil and military, and 
cause them all to know them fully. 

As to the said naval captain availing himself of the north wind that 
now blows, and returning on an early day, let him make haste and set 
sail. It is by no means the case that I, the Minister and Governor, 
have not taken the said nation's document, and clearly and fully given 
my authoritative decision in reply. These are the commands ! 

Taou-kwang. 

11th year, 12th moon, 5th day. (7th Jan. 1832.) 



THK END 



TiintCHl by 

,Y. L. rOX <V SON, ORKAT QURBN STRRRT, 

London. 
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